
 
Sermon Series: Beyond Belief 
To be used with: Session Two, God is Loving 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Loved to Love 
 Gospel Love 
Scripture: 1 John 4:7-12 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Beyond Belief, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as are being studied in small groups, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
The main point of Session 2 is, “God’s love empowers me to love.”  We live in a hostile world, 
and yet we know that we should love each other. But most of us lack the will to carry it out, 
meditating on God’s love for us in Christ can motivate and compel us to action.  
 
Introduction Idea: When Jesus, in John 13, told His disciples the mark that would distinguish 
them in the eyes of the world, He had many options to choose from. It could be their holiness 
and moral lifestyle. He could have said they would be known by their love for truth and justice in 
the world. Or perhaps it would be their love and devotion to Him. But He used none of these tell 
His followers how they would be recognized as His. Instead He said, “A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn. 
13:34-35). The mark of the Christian is—and should always be—love. God intends our lives to 
be characterized by a kind of love and affection for one another that is unmatched by the world. 
Our text today picks up on this theme. Let’s read it.  
 
[Read 1 John 4:7-12] 
 
The point John is making in this is fairly simple: “Beloved, let us love one another” (v.7). But 
what is most impressive is his reasoning for calling us to love one another. He grounds our love 
for one another in God’s love for us. Let’s consider three aspects of God’s love for us, which can 
help us better love one another.  
 
Point 1: God is the author of love (vv.7-8). 
 
John says two things here that indicate that God is the author of love. He says, “love is from 
God” (v.7), and “God is love” (v.8). This does not simply mean that God is loving, or that He is 
lovely, though He is both. This means that love, the very concept and idea, began with God. 
Love is not something that God merely does, it is something that permeates His entire being. In 
contrast, think about God’s wrath. The Bible never says that God is wrath, only that He displays 
wrathful. His default mode is love. It is what God does because it is who God is. This is hard for 
us to get our minds around, but the point is that if God, the infinite creator and sustainer of all 
things, is love, we should follow His example.  
 
C. S. Lewis captured this idea well in an essay titled “The Trouble With X.” He was responding 
to a common scenario of how we have a hard time loving certain people. There is often one issue 
or character flaw that we cannot get past. But Lewis contends that God faces this problem all the 
time. He sees all our flaws and weaknesses and issues. But, Lewis says, “He loves the people in 
spite of their faults. He goes on loving. He does not let go. Don't say, "It's all very well for Him. 
He hasn't got to live with them." He has. He is inside them as well as outside them. He is with 
them far more intimately and closely and incessantly that we can ever be. Every vile thought 
within their minds (and ours), every moment of spite, envy, arrogance, greed, and self-conceit 
comes right up against His patient and longing love, and grieves His Spirit more than it grieves 
ours” (God In The Dock).  
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Application: This is what John means here. God’s love is powerful and long-suffering because 
this is who God is, love. Let this motivate and empower you to love, even those who are 
undeserving of it.  
 
Point 2: God’s love is active (vv. 9-10). 
 
Verses 9 and 10 are perhaps two of the riches verses in the entire Bible. We see here the ultimate 
way in which God made His love known to us. What would it look like for God, in His infinite 
wisdom, goodness, and beauty, to love us. John tells us “In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins” (vv.9-10). This is the ultimate display of love.  
 
This makes Christianity different from every other religion. Our God came to us. He loved us 
first. Other religions tell you what you must do for God. Christianity tells you what God did for 
you in Jesus. A student once asked Dr. Harry Ironside, "There are literally thousands of religions. 
How do we know which is true?" He replied, "There are not thousands of religions. There are not 
even hundreds of religions. There are only two: one which tells you that salvation comes as a 
reward for what you have done, and one which tells you that salvation comes by what somebody 
else does for you. That's Christianity. All the rest fit under the other" (Muscular Faith, 95). Our 
God’s love is active. Let our love be active as well.  
 
Application: Think about how amazing this love is. Your love for God did not prompt Him to 
send Jesus. Rather, His love for you prompted Him to send His Son to die for your sins. Spend 
each day this week meditating on this truth. 
 
Point 3: God abides in us as we love (vv.11-12). 
 
If we merely read these truths about God’s love and did nothing, we would miss John’s point. 
The last two verses of our passage call us to action. If God loved us in this amazing and costly 
way, “we also ought to love one another” (v.11). God’s love for us demands a response. When 
His love in Christ becomes real to us, it will melt our hearts and cause us to love those around us.  
 
Paul said something similar to this in Ephesians: “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God” (Eph. 5:1-2). The motivation to love is the Gospel. As we look at it, meditate 
on it, and preach it to ourselves regularly, it compels us to love one another. And as we do so, 
“God abides in us and his love is perfected in us” (v.12). As we love each other, by looking at 
God’s love, His love in us grows stronger and stronger.  
 
Application: This is a call to action. How can you act it out this week? 
 
Conclusion Idea: [Consider recapping main points here before moving into a closing song that 
celebrates God’s love.] 
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