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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: Everybody leads in some capacity—everybody. And as leaders, we 
must always be prepared to lead well. As one who had been called to leadership, Joshua found 
himself standing on the banks of a body of water with his enemies waiting on the other side.  
He was full of questions about the role he’d been given and anxious to make the right decisions.  
We can learn much from Joshua about how to lead well in whatever role we’ve been given.

JOSHUA 1 

LIVE IT OUT: Help your child make 
a list of things he would like to do 
when he is grown. Remind him that 
God has a definite plan for his life.

     Joshua had been Moses’ helper for many years. After Moses, 
God chose Joshua to lead the Israelites.
    After Moses died, God spoke to Joshua. “Get the people ready 
to cross the Jordan River. Take them to the land I am giving 
them.”

God promised Joshua that no one would be able to stop the 
people. God promised to be with Joshua the whole way.

God gave Joshua instructions. “Be strong. Do not be afraid. 
Obey Me. Study the instructions I gave to Moses.”
God repeated His promise to Joshua. “I will be with you no matter 
where you go.”

JOSHUA 1:1-9

LIVE IT OUT: Talk to your child 
about what she wants to be when 
she grows up. Give her paper and 
crayons to draw a picture of it. Help 
her understand that God loves her 
and has the perfect plan for her life.

Joshua had been Moses’ helper for many years. After Moses, 
God chose Joshua to lead the Israelites.

God said to Joshua, “I will be with you, just as I was with 
Moses. I will never leave you.” 

God told Joshua to get the people ready to cross the Jordan 
River. The time had come for the Israelites to live in the land God 
promised them long ago. 

God told Joshua to always remember the instructions He had 
told Moses to give to the people. God said, “Obey My instructions 
and you will do well in all that you do. Be strong and brave, not 
afraid or sad. Remember that I will be with you wherever you go.”

JOSHUA 1:1-9
Topic: Lead well

JOSHUA 1:1-9

THE POINT: Leaders surrender to 
God’s authority and direction.
• In what ways do you see  

yourself as a leader?
• Discuss with your student 

characteristics of leaders  
who lead well.

Discuss the following quote: “A leader is one who knows the 
way, goes the way, and shows the way.”1 —John C. Maxwell
1.  “ John C. Maxwell Quotes,” ThinkExist [cited 18 November 2015]. Available from the Internet:  

https://www.thinkexist.com.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to do one or 
both Live It Out activities in the Personal Study Guide. Here are 
some suggested ways to help your student:

If he or she plans to complete A Personal Statement: 
• Give your student an opportunity to explain to you the 

mission statement he or she wrote.

If he or she plans to complete Lead Well:
• Share with your student someone you look up to and 

how this person has been a positive influence in your life.
• Talk about the people who have been positive influences 

in your student’s life, and help your student see how he 
or she can in turn impact the lives of others.


