
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 

Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages to reinforce the same 

themes regarding leadership, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit, focusing on 

the same topic, but using different Scripture.  

 

Session Two of the small group material is called “Return to Your First Love.” The Scripture 

passage is Revelation 2:1-7. The Point is “Return to a love for Christ that permeates everything 

you do.” 

 

Introduction: God gave the Ten Commandments. The Pharisees turned those Ten 

Commandments into 613 commandments. The Pharisees had determined that the Jews were 

obligated to obey 613 precepts in the Law. One of their favorite exercises was discussing which 

of these divine commandments was the greatest. This is what the scribe, a Pharisee, sought to do 

when he asked Jesus which commandment of all the 613 commandments was the greatest.  

 

Jesus replied, “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30 ESV). Jesus was a genius. He 

had the ability to simplify complex spiritual truths in unforgettable and irrefutable ways. Jesus 

summed up the Law in this simple yet perfect sentence. He was not lowering the standard of the 

Law. He was not abolishing the Law. He was capturing the Law in all its spirit, all of its essence, 

in one statement. In other words, if you don’t have this, you haven’t got anything.  

 

1. We love God by having a passionate heart. 

 

While, literally speaking, the heart is the chief organ of physical life, in ancient times it 

represented a person’s entire moral, spiritual, and mental activity. In the Bible, the word referred 

to the hidden springs of one’s personal life, that from which everything flows. 

 

Eugene Peterson in The Message paraphrased this phrase: “Love the Lord God with all your 

passion.” The word passion is the word for heart. Passion is used to describe red-hot love. Jesus 

is saying that emotion, feelings, red-hot love is to characterize our relationship with him. In other 

words, we aren’t to be wimps about our relationship with Jesus; not to be namby-pamby, not to 

be half-hearted. We are to give it all we’ve got. Our love is to be red-hot, not lukewarm.  

 

In America, it seems that one can be passionate about anything and everything except God. We 

can be passionate about sports, politics, fashion, restaurants, and musical groups. But we can’t be 

passionate about Jesus. We can scream our heads off at game or a concert, but we can’t get 

emotional at church. We can cry when our team loses, but let’s not shed tears over broken lives. 
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Christianity is more than a face-lift; it requires a heart transplant. Christianity does not just clean 

a person up on the outside, but changes a person from the inside.  

 

2. We love God by having a soul of wonder. 

 

Soul is the animating principle of life, that which gives life to the body. To understand what the 

Bible means by soul, we might compare it with what the African-American culture means by 

soul—it is something you either have or you don’t.  

 

Mark Batterson in his book, Primal, wrote, “One of the greatest mistakes we’ve made in modern 

Christianity is approaching God deductively as an object of knowledge instead of approaching 

him inductively as the cause of wonder.” People are always trying to prove God. God can’t be 

proved. God can only be experienced. When we experience him we are filled with the wonder of 

his presence. 

 

Have you ever been to a majestic place that takes your breath away? When I stood on the Oregon 

coast and saw the mountain flow into the ocean I was awed. When I witnessed the crystal blue 

waters of the Isle of Capri I was mesmerized. When I stood on the rim of the Grand Canyon, 

glimpsing its vastness and beauty, I was overwhelmed. When I held my daughter for the first 

time I was a basket case. Those experiences filled me with wonder. They can’t be explained, 

they can only be experienced. So it is with God. We need to experience him. The result is 

wonder. 

 

Loving God with all your soul is to be filled with wonder. Jewish theologian Abraham Joshua 

Heschel commented, “We teach children how to measure, how to weigh. We do not teach them 

how to revere, how to sense wonder and awe.” This is a great tragedy, especially for people who 

love God. We should be the most wonder-filled people in the world. 

 

3. We love God by having a curious mind.  

 

God is not an object of knowledge as much as He is a cause of curiosity.  

 

An indivisible link exists between loving God with all your soul and loving God with all your 

mind. Wonder and curiosity are spiritual cousins. When the soul stops wondering, the mind stops 

learning. And vice versa. A lack of wonder breeds a lack of curiosity, and a lack of curiosity 

breeds a lack of wonder. Either way, when you stop learning, you start dying intellectually. But 

the spiritual implications are more profound than that. When you stop learning, you stop loving. 

Why? Because loving is learning more and more about the one you love. True love is never 

satisfied. It always wants to know more about the object of its affection. The more you love God, 

the more curious you become.  

 

We no longer hunger for the knowledge of God. J.I. Packer in his book Knowing God, wrote: 

“Disregard the study of God, and you sentence yourself to stumble and blunder through life 

blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of direction and no understanding of what surrounds you. 

This way you can waste your life and lose your soul.” 

 

The New Testament Greek word translated as disciple comes from a root that means “learner.” 

By definition, a disciple is someone who never stops learning. A true disciple makes the most of 
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the hundred billion brain cells God has put on loan to him. A true disciple is consumed with holy 

curiosity. 

 

4. We love God by compelling action.  

 

The Greek word for strength means “the antithesis of apathy.” The images that come to mind are 

taking risks, seizing opportunities, getting in the game, going all out, throwing in all your chips. 

It means concentrated and consecrated ability, having our whole being focused.  

 

Jesus, by the way, is our ultimate example. He took the risk of coming to earth, to the people he 

created but they did not recognize him. He seized the opportunity of being the perfect sacrifice. 

He went all the way to the cross. He threw in all his chips. He laid down his life.  

 

So what does this have to do with loving God? Simple. It means expending tremendous amounts 

of energy for kingdom causes. It means blood, sweat, and tears. It means servanthood and 

sacrifice. It means good old-fashioned hard work. 

 

In the end, Christianity’s survival demands that we be great at the Great Commandment. 

Anything less isn’t good enough. We must not invest our earthly lives in things that have no 

heavenly value. We must not be great at things that do not matter. We have to be great at what 

matters most. And what matters most is loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.   
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