
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study More Than 
Enough these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

 
Introduction: As a pastor, I have a lot of dealings with death.  I’ve grown to understand 
why the Bible refers to death as an enemy (1 Cor. 15:26).  Death takes away our friends 
and our loved ones – sometimes when we need them most.  It causes a lot of sorrow 
and pain.  I’ve preached a lot of funerals through the years, and I’ve noticed people 
often feel ill-at-ease when they’re in the presence of death.  Deep down, we know it will 
happen to us someday.  Yet what a difference it makes when we know there’s life 
beyond the grave!  When you have the hope of seeing your loved ones again, it makes 
the loss more bearable. 
 
 The eleventh chapter of John’s gospel contains a simple but profound statement: 
“Jesus wept” (John 11:35).  Whatever else we might draw from that verse, one thing is 
clear: Jesus understood the pain and sorrow of death.  The Bible tells us to “Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep” (Romans 12:15).  Jesus 
certainly did that.  However, He also pointed Martha to hope beyond the grave.  Since 
He is the resurrection and the life, we have no reason to fear death.  If our loved ones 
know Christ, we will see them again.   
 

I.  A painful situation. 
 
A. Jesus had heard Lazarus was sick, but He took His time going to Bethany. 

1. When He heard the news, He waited two more days before He began 
His journey to Bethany. 
a. He assured His disciples Lazarus would be okay (v. 4). 
b. We can only imagine what went through the disciples’ minds when 

Jesus told them Lazarus was dead (vv. 14-15).  They probably 
thought, “Wait a minute!  Didn’t He tell us this sickness was not 
deadly?” 

c. Doctors can heal various diseases, but Jesus can even heal death.  
2. By the time He arrived, Lazarus had been dead four days. 

a. Jewish tradition taught that the spirit of a person lingered near the 
body for three days, and departed on the fourth.  From their 
perspective, Lazarus was beyond all hope. 

b. There could be no doubt that Lazarus was indeed dead, since 
Martha noted his body had already started to decompose (v. 39). 
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B. John noted that Bethany was only a short distance from Jerusalem.   
1. His disciples tried to keep Him from going. 

a. On Jesus’ last visit, people had tried to stone Him (v. 8). 
b. Thomas commented, “Let us go that we may die with Him.”  Some 

people think Thomas was being sarcastic, but I think he was 
entirely sincere. 

2. Many people from Jerusalem were at the tomb. 
a. There would be many witnesses to the miracle Jesus would do. 
b. No doubt the crowd included some Jewish religious leaders  

(vv. 47-48). 
 

II. A poignant conversation. 
 
A. When Martha heard Jesus was coming, she went out to greet Him. 

1. Martha was clearly in deep sorrow. 
a. Lazarus was not only her beloved brother, but Mary and Martha 

probably depended on him for financial support. 
b. In those days there was little support for childless widows, let alone 

for two unmarried sisters. 
2. Even in her sorrow, Martha expressed faith in Jesus. 

• A couple of years ago, a friend of mine succumbed to a lengthy 
illness.  She was two years younger than I am, and we had been 
friends for thirty years.  Except for the last months of her life, she 
had enjoyed good health.  I’ve been impressed at her family’s 
strong faith in God.  They don’t know why He chose to take her, but 
they know it was part of His plan.  There’s great comfort in knowing 
God is in control of all things.  

B. Jesus assured her that Lazarus would rise again. 
1. Martha assured Jesus of her belief in a future resurrection of the dead. 

a. The Pharisees believed in a future resurrection, but the Sadducees 
did not. 

b. The Old Testament makes many references to a future resurrection 
(Job 19:25-26; Psalm 16:9-10; Psalm 49:15; Isaiah 25:8). 

2. In the sixth chapter of John’s gospel, Jesus said three times, “I will 
raise him up at the last day.”  He obviously believed in a future 
resurrection. 
• We often speak of the grave as a “final resting place”.  That’s not 

strictly true, as I often tell people when I do a committal service at a 
graveside.  It’s only a temporary resting place until Christ returns, 
as the following Scriptures indicate:  1 Cor. 15:51-57;  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

 
III. A powerful declaration. 

 
A. Jesus told Mary He is the resurrection and the life. 

1. He did not merely point to the resurrection, but He is the resurrection. 
a. He would later win the final victory over death by His resurrection. 
b. He holds the keys of death and hell (Revelation 1:18). 

2. Those who believe in Him will never die. 
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a. Our bodies have not yet been redeemed (Romans 8:22-23), so we 
will die physically if Christ does not return first. 

b. The Bible does not teach “soul sleep”.  To be absent from the body 
is to be present with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:6-9). 

B. Mary affirmed her belief in Jesus as the Son of God. 
1. Jesus proceeded to raise Lazarus from the dead. 

a. If we trust in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, He may not immediately 
raise our loved ones from the dead, but He does promise a future 
resurrection of all who die in Him. 

b. Eternal life is found only in Jesus Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 
2. Today Jesus asks people the same question that he asked Martha: 

“Believest thou this?”  Faith in Jesus makes an eternal difference! 
 

Conclusion: My Dad died on a Sunday morning.  I got the call around 5:30 that 
morning, and it was quite a shock.  Dad had been in the hospital for several days, but I 
had just talked to my Mom the night before, and she said he was doing well.  The doctor 
expected to let him go home the next day.  Alas, he suffered some complications the 
next morning, and before they could do anything for him, he had died.  I found someone 
to preach for me that morning, and then I packed up my clothes so I could go be with 
my family.  I lived across the street from the church, and I saw people gathering for 
Sunday School, so I went over to say good-bye to them before I left.  One of my 
deacons (who has since gone to heaven) expressed his condolences to me, and he 
said, “But you know where he is.”  He was right!  Bill Gaither wrote a song years ago 
called “The Old Rugged Cross Made the Difference”.  The last verse is exceptionally 
powerful: 
 

There's a room filled with sad, ashen faces - 
Without hope death has wrapped them in gloom; 
But at the side of a saint there's rejoicing, 
For life can't be sealed in a tomb. 

 
 As a pastor, I know how true those lyrics are.  I’ve done funerals for people that had no 
hope in Christ, and it’s hard to bring words of comfort if you can’t assure  loved ones 
they are in heaven.  All you can do is point them to Jesus.  Yet what a difference it 
makes when the deceased loved one knew the Lord!  Then I can assure them that 
death is only a temporary situation, and that they’ll see their loved one again.  We do 
have hope of life beyond the grave, but it’s only in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He has won 
the final victory!   
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