
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Beauty From 
Ashes these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Those of you that are football fans may remember John “Bull” Bramlett.  
He was an NFL linebacker in the late 60’s and early 70’s, and he was known for his 
aggression on and off the field.  He drank heavily and often got into fistfights.  In 1973, 
shortly after his retirement from pro football, he came to know Jesus as his Lord and 
Savior.  From then on, he was a changed man.  He died not long ago, but he spent the 
remaining years of his life traveling the country and telling people how Jesus had 
changed his life.  He also wrote an autobiography called Taming the Bull, in which he 
detailed his life before and after his conversion.   
  
 In his book, Bull told about the time he shared his testimony in a small 
Mississippi church.  His son Don was a new Christian at the time, and Bull invited Don 
to go with him and share his own testimony.  Don began his testimony with these words: 
“Some of you may think you know somebody that’s mean – but folks, my Daddy was 
mean!”  It was a great service, and they talked about it as they drove home.  Don asked 
his father, “You didn’t mind what I said about you being mean before you met Jesus, did 
you?”   

 
Bull replied, “Son, you did just right.  If you didn’t tell ‘em how bad I was before, 

they wouldn’t see what a difference it makes to know the Lord.”1  
 
The apostle Paul evidently shared this philosophy.  When he shared his 

testimony, he often began by telling how he used to persecute Christians.  He hated the 
name of Jesus and everything connected with it.  He did his best to destroy the church.  
Why did Paul feel the need to share these details?  He wanted people to see what a 
difference Jesus had made in his life.  Before his conversion, he was willing to go 
anywhere and pay any price to persecute Christians.  After his conversion, he was 
willing to go anywhere and pay any price to tell others about Jesus.  As he stood before 
Festus and Agrippa, he told how Christ had changed his life. 
 

I. A perplexing chronicle. 
 
A. Paul understood the perspective of his Jewish accusers, since he had 

once tried to destroy Christians. 
1. He had personally arrested many of them. 

a. “Having received authority from the chief priests” – The chief priests 
were usually Sadducees, and Paul was a Pharisee (v. 5). 

b. Pharisees and Sadducees normally did not get along, but they had 
worked together to crucify Jesus.  Thus, they naturally worked 
together again to persecute His followers. 

2. When they were put to death, he “gave his voice against them”. 
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a. Scholars debate whether Paul was ever a member of the 
Sanhedrin, so it’s questionable whether he actually voted to 
condemn them to death. 

b. However, Paul did voice his approval of their deaths, most 
notoriously in the case of Stephen (Acts 7:58; 8:1). 

B. To what extent did Paul persecute Christians? 
1. He “punished them oft in every synagogue”.  That is, his persecution 

extended beyond Jerusalem into small towns and villages. 
2. He “compelled them to blaspheme”.  That is, he tried to get them to 

renounce their faith in Jesus. 
3. He “persecuted them even unto strange cities”.  He was willing to 

travel to places he’d never been if it meant he could cause trouble for 
Christians. 

 
II. A powerful conversion. 

 
A. Paul told of his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. 

1. This account is slightly different from his previous testimonies. 
a. Paul mentioned his companions falling to the ground with him.  The 

earlier story of his conversion says they stood (Acts 9:7).  They 
probably got up before he did. 

b. In this account, Paul made no mention of his blindness. 
2. Jesus spoke to him. 

a. “Why persecutest thou me?”  - To persecute the church is to 
persecute Jesus. 

b. “It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks” – Paul thought he was 
doing God’s will, but in fact he was resisting God. 

B. On that same occasion, Christ gave him a special mission. 
1. He was to tell what had happened to him. 

• As I often tell people, you do not need to be a Bible scholar to 
witness to someone.  Just tell them what Jesus has done for 
you. 

2. He was to preach to the Gentiles.  His message would: 
a. Heal their spiritual blindness. 
b. Deliver them from the power of Satan. 
c. Bring them forgiveness for their sins. 
d. Give them assurance of eternal life in heaven. 

 
III. A persistent calling. 

 
A. His mission. 

1. Paul was obedient to his calling. 
a. “All the coasts of Judea” – Paul’s first years after his conversion are 

difficult to piece together.  The point is, he traveled everywhere he 
could to spread the good news of Jesus. 

b. He wanted to reach both Jews and Gentiles. 
2. Not all of us are called to be missionaries in the same sense as Paul, 

but all of us are commanded to spread the good news of Jesus. 
a. No area of the world is beyond our responsibility (Acts 1:8). 
b. This task transcends all racial and ethnic boundaries. 

B. His message. 
1. He called people to repentance. 

a. The word “repent” is not widely used in churches these days, but it 
appears many times in the New Testament. 

b. There can be no salvation without repentance (Luke 13:3). 
2. He urged them to do good works. 
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a. We are not saved by our works, but good works show true 
repentance. 

b. Faith is demonstrated through good works (James 2:18). 
 
Conclusion: I began this message with a story about NFL linebacker John “Bull” 
Bramlett and his son, Don.  Bull had been a Christian for about three years when he got 
a letter from Don’s teacher.  Don was in the eighth grade at the time, and it was about a 
week before Christmas.  By the time Bull finished reading it, tears were running down 
his cheeks.  He called a newspaper reporter and shared the story with him, and the 
reporter was so touched that he did a story about it in the local newspaper on Christmas 
Eve.  Don’s teacher had assigned the class to write a paragraph on the subject, “All I 
Want for Christmas Is….”  Here’s what Don wrote: 
 

All I want for Christmas is for my family and me to have a very merry Christmas, 
like the other two Christmases we’ve had.  My dad was out drinking and fighting 
three years ago and we were all worrying about him and wondering when he will 
come back while opening our presents.  It was so miserable through those years.  
Now we have a happy and merry Christmas after he accepted Jesus in his heart 
and we have a lot to be thankful for.  This is all I want for Christmas and I got it.2 

 
 Never underestimate the power of Christ to change someone’s life.  Adrian Rogers said 
it well: “No one is so bad that he cannot be saved, and no one is so good that he need 
not be saved.”  This same power transformed Paul from a persecutor of the church to a 
champion of the faith, and it changed Bull Bramlett from a drinking and fighting 
reprobate to a loving family man, a responsible citizen, and a proclaimer of the good 
news of Jesus.  Christ will change your life.  If you’ve already trusted in Christ as your 
Lord and Savior, you need to be sharing with others what he’s done in your life.  Who 
knows whether or not God will use you to bring them to a saving knowledge of Jesus? 
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