
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Beauty From 
Ashes these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

 
Introduction: Several years ago my wife Celia and I were taking a trip to visit my Mom.  
We had some misadventures along the way that made things a bit tense between us.  
Fortunately, we got past the crisis point without having an argument.  Sometime later I 
wanted to use that story in a sermon, but I thought I should make sure it was okay with 
Celia.  She was a bit reluctant because she wondered what people might think of us.  I 
said, “A lot of them have been married longer than we have.  They’ll understand!”  I was 
right.  I shared the details of the story in my sermon and concluded by saying, “You’ll be 
happy to know we made it all the way to my Mom’s house without having a fight.”  After 
the service, I learned that one of my deacons had looked at his wife while I was telling 
this story and said, “We’d have had a fight!” 

 
Quarrels happen even in the healthiest relationships.  As my old college pastor 

once told me, “Even the best people are only human.”  Sometimes they get on each 
other’s nerves, and this causes tension between them.  On the other hand, what if the 
quarrel is over something really serious?  What if one person has truly crossed a moral 
or ethical boundary and wronged the other person?  This is what happened between 
Jacob and Esau.  Jacob had committed such a grievous offense that Esau was 
determined to kill him.  It seemed unlikely that their strife would ever be healed, but it 
was.  However, it required both of them to swallow their pride.  True reconciliation 
requires humility and a willingness to take risks.  Jacob took a big risk in reconciling with 
his brother, but it paid off in the end. 

 
 

I. A serious rift. 
 
A. Esau “hated” Jacob.  The Hebrew word speaks of a deep-seated anger. 

1. Jacob had stolen Esau’s patriarchal blessing. 
a. The patriarchal blessing was evidently a binding oath that could not 

be withdrawn, even if it was given under fraudulent circumstances. 
b. This action fulfilled the Lord’s prediction (Genesis 25:23).  However, 

it did not justify Jacob’s deception. 
2. Esau plotted to kill Jacob after their father was dead. 

a. By killing Jacob, Esau could reclaim his birthright. 
b. Rebekah found out about Esau’s plot and sent Jacob to live with 

her brother Laban. 
B. Some observations about anger: 

1. What are some causes of deep-seated anger? 
a. Legitimate grievances (as in Esau’s case). 
b. Pride. 
c. Jealousy. 
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d. Stubbornness. 
2. Even when your anger is justifiable, you must be careful to handle it in 

the right way (Ephesians 4:26-27). 
a. Bitterness can destroy you (Hebrews 12:15).  Someone has wisely 

said that bitterness is like drinking a cup of poison and hoping it will 
kill someone else. 

b. Is the offense really serious enough to break up a relationship?  
Sometimes it’s best to forgive it and then forget it. 

c. You must forgive people who genuinely repent (Matthew 18:21-22). 
 

II. A surprising reunion. 
 

A. After twenty years, Jacob returned home. 
1. He received word that Esau was coming with four hundred men. 

a. The purpose of the 400 men is not clearly stated.  In any case, it 
was not a comforting sign to Jacob! 

b. Jacob prepared a generous present of livestock for Esau. 
c. He divided his family into different groups, putting Rachel and 

Joseph at the very rear.  This favoritism would later come back to 
haunt him. 

2. As Jacob approached Esau, he bowed to the ground seven times. 
a. The words “bowed himself” indicate that he fell prostrate on the 

ground. 
b. Seven was the number of completion, and showed that Jacob’s 

humility was sincere. 
B. As Jacob got closer, Esau ran and embraced him. 

1. Why did Esau forgive his brother? 
a. Some believe he felt sorry for Jacob because of his limp (Genesis 

32:31). 
b. Esau may have been impressed by the generous gift. 
c. It’s possible that Esau’s anger simply melted away when he saw 

Jacob. 
2. Some important lessons: 

a. Repairing broken relationships can be risky.  Jacob might have 
been killed, and his family might have been killed, too. 

b. A healed relationship is worth the risk. 
 

III. A sincere reconciliation. 
 

A. Esau asked about the livestock Jacob had sent ahead. 
1. When Jacob explained the purpose of this gift, Esau tried to reject it. 

a. Social customs in that day forbade accepting a large gift without 
protest. 

b. When Jacob insisted that Esau take the gift, Esau accepted it. 
2. Why was Jacob so insistent on Esau taking this gift? 

a. He may have wanted to make restitution for Esau’s birthright. 
b. Most likely, he did it as a sign of true humility.  It’s noteworthy that 

he gave God the credit for his prosperity. 
B. Some words about restitution: 

1. If you committed a wrong against someone that caused him financial 
harm, restitution is certainly in order. 
a. It proves you are sincere about making things right. 
b. If the person refuses your gesture of reconciliation, he/she will have 

to live with the memory that you tried. 
2. What if someone owes you restitution, but will not pay it? 

a. Sometimes the best thing to do is leave it to God (Romans 12:19). 
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b. Be very cautious about taking legal action (1 Corinthians 6:1-8). 
 
Conclusion: High school reunions are not a favorite subject with some people.  Jase 
Robertson of “Duck Dynasty” fame once commented, “Here’s my take on high school 
reunions: if I haven’t spoken to you in twenty years, there’s probably a reason.”  I don’t 
mean any disrespect to Jase, but I don’t share that opinion at all.  I have attended three 
high school reunions and have had a great time at each one.  Not only did I reunite with 
old friends, but I also made some new friends.  These reunions enabled me to get 
acquainted with people I didn’t know that well in high school, and I’ve even made 
friends with some people that I never particularly liked.  I recently attended my thirty-
year reunion, and a lady came up and hugged me like I was a long-lost companion.  
Her action rather surprised me, because she never liked me when we were teenagers! 
Time does indeed heal old wounds.  If you have a grievance against someone, why not 
take the risk and pursue reconciliation?  People do change over time, and life’s hard 
knocks have a way of humbling the proud.  You might be surprised at the person’s 
response.  We serve a God of reconciliation, and He wants us to reconcile with those 
who have hurt us.  Is it risky?  Yes, but it’s worth the risk.  Nothing can compare to the 
joy of mended relationship! 
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