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BANFF WORLD MEDIA FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES 

ROCKIE AWARDS HOSTS AND GALA AWARD RECIPIENTS  
 

Jann Arden named Rockie Award Gala Host 
 

Juno Rinaldi named Rockie Awards International Program Competition Host 
 
Toronto, Canada – May 21, 2019 – The 40th annual Banff World Media Festival (BANFF) is proud to announce 
multi-platinum, award-winning Canadian singer/songwriter, best-selling author, radio host, actor, activist, and 
2019 Order of Canada recipient Jann Arden (JANN) as this year’s Rockie Awards Gala host and Juno Rinaldi 
(Workin’ Moms) as the Rockie Awards International Program Competition host for the festival’s flagship awards 
program, which will take place over two days and two separate events.  
 
Celebrated annually on the second day of the festival (June 10th) is the juried Rockie Awards International Program 
Competition, followed by the Rockie Awards Gala ceremony taking place on the third night (June 11th) of the 
festival honouring outstanding talent and executives from the industry. Over the years, the prestigious Gala event 
has attracted some of the industry’s biggest names including Sir Laurence Olivier, Gregory Peck, Dinah Shore, Ricky 
Gervais, Chuck Lorre, Martin Short, James Burrows, John Cleese, Dick Wolf, Will Arnett, Christine Baranski, Sir 
David Attenborough, and Julia Louis-Dreyfus, to name a few. 
 
Awards to be bestowed at this year’s Rockie Awards Gala include: 
 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE: Paul Feig (“Bridesmaids,” Freaks and Geeks, “Ghostbusters,” “The Heat”) 

Paul Feig, creator of the hit series Freaks and Geeks  and director of Academy Award® nominated 
film “Bridesmaids,” was responsible for executive producing and directing Emmy® Award nominated episodes of 
the US version of The Office. He received two Emmy® nominations for writing Freaks and Geeks and was later 
named in Time magazine’s 100 Greatest Shows of All Time. His directing work spans some of the most acclaimed 
and beloved comedies and dramas of the past decade including directing on Arrested Development, 
Weeds and Nurse Jackie, Mad Men, 30 Rock and Parks and Recreation, as well as his numerous films including “The 
Heat,” “Spy,” “Ghostbusters: ATC” and last year’s “A Simple Favor.” 
The Award of Excellence acknowledges exceptional achievement through a body of work over an extended period of 
time.  Past honorees include:  Jeremy Podeswa, Kenny Ortega, Diane English, Norman Jewison, David E. Kelley.  
 

SHOWRUNNER OF THE YEAR: Jed Mercurio (Bodyguard, Line of Duty) 
Jed Mercurio is one of the few British screenwriters to work as a showrunner. His most recent productions, 
Bodyguard and Line of Duty, have broken audience records in the UK. His other credits include Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover, Critical, Strike Back, Bodies, The Grimleys and Cardiac Arrest. Line of Duty and Bodies are both winners of the 
Royal Television Society Award for Best Drama Series; Line of Duty won the 2018 Broadcasting Press Guild Award 
for Best Drama Series and Mercurio won Best Writer. The first four seasons of Line of Duty have so far been 
nominated for 10 BAFTA Awards. Mercurio is a four-time nominee as Best Drama Writer for both the Royal 
Television Society and Writers’ Guild of Great Britain. He is a former hospital physician and Royal Air Force officer, 
having originally planned to specialize in aviation medicine. 
Showrunner of the Year recognizes exceptional achievement of a showrunner or writer/producer for their creative 
vision, overseeing from development, through pre- to post-production, and as the driving force of a series. Past 
honorees include: Moira Walley-Beckett, John Ridley, Damon Lindelof, Jill Soloway and Clyde Phillips.  
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A+E INCLUSION AWARD:  Kitti Jones, survivor and author, Brie Miranda Bryant, SVP and Executive Producer, 
Lifetime, dream hampton, executive producer, Tamra Simmons, executive producer (Surviving R. Kelly) 

Lifetime's groundbreaking docuseries Surviving R. Kelly has gone beyond the realm of high-impact television and 
became a catalyst for societal change and justice. In Surviving R. Kelly, women are emerging from the shadows and 
uniting their voices to share their stories. Celebrated as one of the greatest R&B singers of all time, R. Kelly’s genre 
defining career and playboy lifestyle have been riddled with rumors of abuse, predatory behavior, and pedophilia. 
Despite damning evidence and multiple witnesses, to date, none of these accusations have seemingly affected him. 
For the first time ever, survivors and people from R. Kelly’s inner circle, are coming forward with new allegations 
about his sexual, mental, and physical abuse. They are now finally ready to share their full story and shed light on 
the secret life the public has never seen. 
The A+E Inclusion Award is presented in recognition of visionary work in media that champions and reflects the 
diversity of the world in which we live. Past honorees include: Elizabeth Vargas, LeVar Burton, Jonathan Murray. 
 

CANADIAN AWARD OF DISTINCTION: Kristin Kreuk (Burden of Truth, EuroTrip, Smallville) 

Born and raised in Vancouver BC, Kristin broke out in the title role of the television movie “Snow White” for ABC, 
opposite Miranda Richardson. Not long after, she landed the lead role of ‘Lana Lang’ on the hit WB series Smallville. 
A longstanding Neutrogena beauty contract followed, and her lasting relationship with The CW led to her starring 
and producing four seasons of Beauty & the Beast. She is the star and executive producer on two seasons of Burden 
of Truth, a legal drama for the CBC and The CW in the US.   
This award is presented to a Canadian whose body of work exemplifies outstanding achievement in the entertainment 
industry. Past honorees include:  Sheila Hockin, Just For Laughs, Eric McCormack, Kim Cattrall. 
 

INNOVATIVE PRODUCER AWARD:  Scott Brothers Entertainment Inc. 
Scott Brothers Entertainment Inc. (SBE) is a multifaceted production company founded by twin TV hosts, Drew and 
Jonathan Scott. Known for their roles as hosts of HGTV’s wildly popular series, Property Brothers, the brothers are 
also the creators behind some of the world’s leading lifestyle and entertainment brands and companies, which, in 
addition to SBE, include Scott Living and the online platform for design and renovation enthusiasts, Casaza.  SBE 
strives to develop cutting-edge entertainment by combining years of experience in film, television, and digital 
media. The company’s creative team is overseen by the Scott brothers, along with industry leader Josie Crimi, who 
serves as SBE’s executive vice president of production and development, and David Dembroski, president of Scott 
Brothers Entertainment. Evolving from start-up to competitive content creator with a laser-sharp focus on 
innovation, SBE’s team has created thousands of hours of content for broadcast and digital audiences worldwide 
by investing in premium and modern content brands and talent, and collaborating with like-minded partners. 
Recent projects include Property Brothers: Forever Home (HGTV/HGTV Canada), Nate & Jeremiah: By 
Design (TLC), Property Brothers at Home (HGTV/HGTV Canada), Brother vs. Brother (HGTV/HGTV Canada), 
andvLeslie Jones’ Home (Facebook). 
The Innovative Producer Award recognizes the entrepreneurial excellence and achievements of an independent 
producer in TV/digital media. Past honorees include:  New Metric Media, Wolf + Rabbit, Don Carmody, marblemedia. 
 

THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER IMPACT AWARD: Justin Simien (Dear White People) 
Justin Simien is a writer, director, and producer of both television and film. In 2014 he wrote and directed his first 
feature film, the critically acclaimed Indie Dear White People, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival. After 
being called “timely and important” by critics and audiences alike, the project won him the Special Jury Award for 
Breakthrough Talent and was picked up by Lionsgate/Roadside Attractions. After the theatrical release of Dear 
White People in the Fall of 2014, Simien was awarded Best First Screenplay and nominated for Best First Feature at 
the Independent Spirit Awards. The film also earned him a nomination for the Bingham Ray Breakthrough Director 
Award at that year’s Gotham Awards, along with a nomination for the Audience Award. Simien was included in 
Variety’s “10 Directors to Watch” roundup for that year. Simien adapted Dear White People into a series for 
streaming giant Netflix, which debut in 2017, with many of the original cast returning to continue the story. The 
show, which recently debuted its second season, remains at a coveted and rare 100% on Rotten Tomatoes for both 
the first & second seasons.  
This award is bestowed annually to an individual who has made a significant and impactful contribution to screen-
based entertainment. Past honorees include Julia Louis-Dreyfus, David Shore, accepting on behalf of The Good Doctor 
and Anthony Anderson, accepting on behalf of black-ish. 
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SIR PETER USTINOV COMEDY AWARD: Bill Hader (Barry, Trainwreck, Saturday Night Live) 
Bill Hader made the switch from being a master of impressions on Saturday Night Live to creating, directing, 
writing, producing and starring as a burned-out assassin trying to break into the LA theater scene in Barry. With its 
second season recently concluded, the series only got darker, funnier and more addictive. In 2018's first season, 
Barry garnered 13 Emmy nominations, including Best Actor. Hader, a member of the unofficial "Four Guild Club," 
was bestowed awards from the Directors Guild (DGA), Writers Guild (WGA) and Producers Guild (PGA) and was 
nominated for Screen Actors Guild (SAG) and Golden Globe Awards.  BARRY also received an AFI Award and a 
Peabody Award as well. Hader is also co-creator of IFC's Documentary Now!, which was named one of the best TV 
shows of 2015 by The New York Times. Hader spent eight seasons on Saturday Night Live and received four Emmy 
Award nominations for his work on the series. He has starred in such films as “Trainwreck,” “Superbad,” 
“Pineapple Express” and “Tropic Thunder.” He segued to show his versatility with a dramatic role in 2014's 
critically-acclaimed feature film “The Skeleton Twins” opposite his former SNL castmate, Kristen Wiig. He will next 
be seen in IT: Chapter Two, the sequel to the 2017 hit IT, which will be released in September. 
The award recognizes a creative talent who has made an outstanding comedic contribution to the media industry. 
Past honorees include Sean Hayes, John Cleese, Tracey Ullman, Bob Newhart, Tantoo Cardinal and John Candy. 
 

Additional awards to be presented at the 2019 Rockies Gala include: 
The Grand Jury Prize, and Program of the Year.  
 

“A huge congratulations to the accomplished nominees and award winners recognized internationally for 
contributing to content that challenges and inspires," said Randy Lennox, BANFF’s Chair of the Board of Directors 
and President, Bell Media. “We're delighted to confirm two of Canada's funniest women as hosts of the two Rockies 
ceremonies, Juno Rinaldi and Alberta's own Jann Arden.” 
  
“The Rockie Awards International Program Competition represents the best content from across the globe, and the 
lineup for this year’s 40th anniversary Rockie Awards Gala is truly impressive, exemplifying the high level of 
achievement that BANFF’s honours have come to signify,” said Jenn Kuzmyk, Executive Director of the Banff World 
Media Festival.  “Both awards shows are sure to be be packed with entertainment and celebration.”  
 
For additional information: 
Rockie Awards Gala  
Banff World Media Festival  

### 
 
Note to editor: 
Jann Arden (Gala Host): 
Jann Arden is a singer, songwriter, broadcaster, actor, author, podcaster, and social media star. The celebrated 
multi-platinum, award-winning artist catapulted onto the music scene in 1993 with her debut album, Time for 
Mercy, featuring the hit single "I Would Die for You". A year later, she had her international break-out hit with 
"Insensitive".  
 
Arden stars in CTV’s new, critically acclaimed, original comedy series JANN – in which she plays a self-deprecating 
fictionalized version of herself in the series with heart that bridges fame and family. She has also written four 
books, the most recent being the Canadian bestseller Feeding My Mother: Comfort and Laughter in the Kitchen as My 
Mom Lives with Memory Loss.  
 
Arden is much in demand as a public speaker, and a favourite frequent guest host on CTV's THE SOCIAL. She also 
co-hosts a weekly business and lifestyle podcast called The Business of Life on Bell Media’s iHeartRadio Canada 
Podcast Network alongside Arlene Dickinson. Jann’s most recent recording – “These Are the Days” released in 
March of 2018 – is available now. Once again, Grammy Award®-winning producer Bob Rock was behind the 
console of what could arguably be Arden’s most personal and poignant musical offering to date. 
 
Juno Rinaldi (Program Competition Host): 

http://banffmediafestival.playbackonline.ca/2019/rockie_awards/
http://banffmediafestival.playbackonline.ca/2019/
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Since moving to Toronto, Juno Rinaldi has had the pleasure of playing Frankie Coyne, a lead role on the 
International Emmy Nominated series Workin' Moms for CBC/NETFLIX. 
 
Rinaldi wrote and stars in Such a Small Thing, a short film set to be released later this year and has also optioned an 
award-winning novel by a celebrated BC writer which she is currently developing as a series.  Other recent credits 
include Holly Hobbie, WAYNE, How to Buy a Baby, and The Killing. 
 
The last time Juno was in Banff she was working as an actor at the Fort Steele Heritage town in Cranbrook BC, 
where she met her husband. They drove to Banff on their day off to splurge on a night at the Banff Springs Hotel. 
 
For press and media inquiries please contact: 
Pam Wilson 
Ink Media Corporation 
Tel: 818 495 3800; Cell: 310 849 7303  
Pam.wilson@inkmediacorp.com  
 
About the Banff World Media Festival  
The Banff World Media Festival is one of the world’s most important conferences serving the entertainment 
industry, dedicated to global content development, production, broadcast and distribution. BANFF provides a 
platform for the evolving media industry to develop its creative and business objectives. BANFF serves as the 
leading annual destination for co-production and co-venture partners and is an unparalleled marketplace for over 
1,500 international decision-makers to connect and forge new business deals. BANFF’s Rockie Awards 
International Program Competition is one of the largest awards programs of its kind with participation from more 
than 40 countries and 150 senior industry jurors from around the world. The festival’s renowned Rockies Gala 
Awards honour some of the most influential creators and executives in the industry in a star-studded evening of 
entertainment and celebration.  
  
@banffmedia  
#BANFF40 
#banff2019  
#BANFFRockies2019 

mailto:Pam.wilson@inkmediacorp.com
http://banffmediafestival.brunico.com/2019/

