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This summer, as we continue to Remember… our monthly themes are

July: Remember… He Forgets.
 

August: The Answer is True

September: Be the Tree.  

   

Psalms 1B3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that 
yields fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.  In all 
that he does, he prospers. Life is full of seasons.  If it is your 
season to be the tree, dig in with your roots, stay in His 
Word, and be the tree.  Someone needs you to be the 
person God has created you to be, and through Christ your 
strength can lift and encourage others.  Be the tree.

Many of us will be heading back to school in just a few weeks.  
Whether or not you are in school, most likely you face tests from 
time to time.  Remember, that focusing on what is TRUE, and not 
what is FALSE – will help us pass the tests that both school and life 
can bring.  Jesus said, My judgment is true (John 8B16); He who 
sent me is true (John 8B25), and If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples – you will know the truth and the truth will set 
you free (John 8B31).  Jesus is faithful and true.  Remember that.  

Hebrews 10: 17 I will remember their sins and their lawless 
deeds no more.  When we consider this verse, it can remind 
us of the saying to “forgive and forget.”  Itʼs very hard for 
many of us to actually forget some things in our past, and it 
can be even more difficult to believe that God actually has 
“forgiven and forgotten” our transgressions.  But remember, 
Godʼs ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our 
thoughts.  This verse in Hebrews is a promise from God that 
He chooses to remember our sins no more.   Remember that 
God keeps His promises, and that He forgets. 
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Dear Deborah

reprinted from Crosswalk.com

Bad Habits Christian Women 
Need to Break

1. Judging Others Whose Convictions Differ 
from Our Own
Admit it. Itʼs pretty easy to look down on 
the Christian woman who sends her 
children to public school while you make 
the sacrifice to homeschool yours. Or, to 
think that homeschooling mom is enabling 
her children to be spiritually weak by not 
exposing them – as you are – to the faith-
stretching experience of public schools. 
And what about that couple from church 
who actually paid to see that R-rated 
movie? And donʼt get us started on that 
new youth pastor and his tattoos! 
Judging other Christians for their differing 
convictions is legalism, not love for others, 
which Jesus said is the second greatest 
commandment (Matthew 22B37-39).

2. Gossiping by "Sharing" a Prayer Request
Every Christian woman knows it is a sin to 
gossip. But we tend to believe if we are 
“sharing” a prayer request about someone 
else (and providing information that person 
hasnʼt given us permission to share), we 
are justified. 

            
       
       
       
       
       
Food for thought: If you wouldnʼt take it 
upon yourself to “share” anotherʼs 
struggles with a third party if that 
struggling person was standing there next 
to you, donʼt share it at all. One woman 
recently told me “I never ask for prayer 
openly. I have very few women in my life I 
will ask that know any details. I donʼt want 
to offer my life as a target for judgmental 
gossip.” Ouch. Gals, letʼs be more focused 
on “protecting” than “sharing.” 

3. Offering Unsolicited Counseling
Have you been on the receiving end of 
“Christian counsel” from a woman who 
listened to you but then started offering 
advice without asking permission first? I 
think weʼve all done this, now and then, 
without even realizing it. While Scripture 
commands us to encourage and exhort, the 
key is found in Ephesians 4B29 – do it in a 
way that lifts others up, “according to the 
need of the moment…” Problem is, most 
women donʼt need our advice in the 
moment. They need someone to listen and 
encourage them.

Gods 
Amazing 
Promises 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+22:37-39
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+22:37-39
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+4:29
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+4:29
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RECENT EVENTS 

  

Lads to Leaders and Leaderettes!

Backwoods 
Christian Camp 
was a fun success!  The 
theme was Spiritual Health, 
with lessons focusing on 
spiritual healing, your 
spiritual diet, spiritual 
exercise and a scriptural 
mind.  

30 kids; 11 adults (including 
1 camp nurse and 1 cook); 
and several counselors.  3 
baptisms; 30+ 
restorations!!!



Backwoods Christian Camp hosted is first annual 5K Color Run/Walk on 
Saturday, April 22nd at Oak Mountain State Park.  We had about 100 runners, 
walkers, spectators, and/or volunteers.  The camp raised about $2500.  It was a great 
day for a great cause!  

Our 2017 Senior Banquet for the 
Hoover church of Christ was held on 
Sunday evening, May 28th, after our 
evening worship service in our 
fellowship hall.  We had a record 
number of graduating seniors this 
year!  They were: Daniella Cuellar, 
Diana Cuellar, Kendyl Hartman, Kaci 
Melton, Justin Rumph, Juan Cuellar, 
C.T. Dodd and Cameron Covington.  A 
nice, catered meal was enjoyed by all, 
and Darrell Powell, our Youth Minister, 
spoke briefly on the importance of 
keeping God first in your life.  We wish 
our seniors well as they enter the next 
phase into adulthood! 
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“All That You Say To Me, I Will Do” 
L2L speech by Amani Gagakuma

In Ruth 3:5 it says, “a|l that you say to me, I will do.”  When searching for the definition of “all” I found, “the 
whole of one’s energy.”  The whole of one’s energy.... Think about that for a second....”All that you say to 
me, I will do.”  What and whom have you dedicated your whole energy to today?  I think we can all think of 
quite a few things that we give our “whole energy” to on a daily basis.  Life requires energy and a whole lot 
of it; but what is your attitude on being a servant?  The one greatest and most powerful example of service 
can be seen when we look at the cross and the great service that Jesus provided to all mankind.  This is 
the greatest example of an attitude of servitude.  Philippians 2:7-8 says, “but made Himself of no 
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of 
the cross.”  Jesus unselfishly laid down His sinless life so that we may live with Him in eternity.  He knew 
His mission here on earth and He was obedient to the Heavenly Father.  Ruth 3:5 shows an attitude of 
servitude.  Ruth lost her husband.  She was a young widow and I am sure she hurt a lot about that, but 
her focus was on Following God.  Her act of service to her deceased husband's mother was a beautiful 
showing of service and she did this unselfishly.  She dedicated her whole energy to being a servant and 
she was blessed beyond what she could have ever imagined.  All that HE says to US... can we do them?  
Sure we can!  One of the commandments from God that my mom always shares with me is that I am to be 
obedient to my parents.  It is not easy all of the time.  I want to do things my way sometimes.  But we are 
obedient to our earthly parents because it is a commandment from our Heavenly Father.  He loves us so 
much more.  That elderly neighbor may need an extra helping hand at home, so take your mom or dad 
with you and lend a helping hand.  That bully at school who always picks on you might be struggling at 
home, so reach out to them and try to be their friend.  If that doesn’t work, pray that God will heal 
whatever their hurt is.  You can help your mom or dad prepare a meal for a sick person who is not able to 
cook for themselves and take it to them.  You can pray with and for a friend who is having trouble at home.  
This is what God would want you to do.  It is good to check your attitude of servitude.  So don’t do 
something because of what you may get in return.  Do good because it is a commandment from God.  

This is my first full year that I have been able to participate in the Youth Group.  I get to hang with my big 
sis (she is 15), and all of the other youth.  This is so exciting to me.  I don’t know if it is always as exciting 
for my big sister.  You know, having to watch out for the little sis.  She is great though... she keeps me 
straight.  I never want to miss an event that we have.  The last big service project that I took part in was 
“do good” week.  Every day of that week we did something good for others.  We cleaned out an elderly 
lady’s little fish pond.  We did yard work.  We cleaned.  We smiled and had fun while we were doing it too!  
We also worked on a project with Rainbow Omega where we played games with mentally challenged 
youth and adults.  That put big smiles on their faces - and on ours also.  I think Jesus smiles when we 
follow His example.  It is just something about when you are doing good and you are smiling... it warms 
hearts.  So let us, above all things, think of Jesus’ greatest act of service in which no act of service that we 
could do can ever compare.  Follow His example of giving yourself, your time, your heart, and your whole 
energy to others who need it.  This is a beautiful act of obedience to Him and it is what He stands for.  
Think about Ruth who gave unselfishly when she was hurting from losing a loved one.  Love because 
Christ first loved, and do good because He set the greatest example.  What is your servitude attitude?



A Bridal Gown Fit to Wear   by Wendy Wadley
 When each of the three of my children married, I took part in the planning in a variety of 
ways.  Ironically and unexpectedly, the one thing I ended up doing for all three was making the 
veils and altering the bridal gowns. My old seam ripper I had used since high school home 
economics class served me well as I took the many layers apart in certain areas and put them 
back together to fit as perfectly as possible, taking in stitches here and there, letting out 
seams, extending sashes, and even combining patterns to make a lace overlay for one of the 
gowns.  The gowns had up to four layers to carefully work through where the under layers only 
job was to support the outer.  Each gown was different. Each posed its own set of challenges, 
but when the big day arrived, they were ready and aptly played their special part. As the 
mother and mother-in-law, I truly felt honored that I could serve my children in such a 
memorable way and poured as much love from my heart and hands as I could into their once-
in-a-lifetime garments.  The gowns had to be just right before walking down the aisle to their 
awaiting groom.
 It is by design, I believe, that daily life has a way of providing numerous, spiritual 
applications and parallels to see God in such a way that we look forward to seeing Him on that 
great day!  Reflecting upon these sweet and tender memories is no different as Iʼm reminded of 
a spiritual application from the book of Revelation.  Revelation 19B7-8, “Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give glory to him: for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made 
herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white:  
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”  John describes for us a powerful vision of 
a marriage where the emphasis is on the groom, not the bride.  ‘Like the roar of rushing waters 
and like loud peals of thunder,ʼ all of heaven is loudly rejoicing and celebrating, because finally 
the Lamb and His bride will be together for eternity.  Everyone who is present, from all nations 
and throughout the timeline of history, knows of the high cost the Lamb paid to rescue and 
clean up His bride and marry her.  As she makes herself ready, He grants her the privilege of 
wearing the finest linen. It was woven using all the deeds of righteousness, pronounced by God 
to be just and holy; given back in faith and obedience, and gratitude and love as an offering to 
the Lamb. The Lamb covered it all with His divine love and righteousness, making her the most 
radiant and pure bride!  The awesomeness of this display left John falling down to worship!
 When working on the dresses, I used a large variety of tools including that old seam 
ripper I had used for about 35 years! But Godʼs tools He uses to alter us have been in existence 
since before the foundation of the world (Ephesian 2B10).  We may not think in terms of good 
works – acts of righteousness- as being tools of God to alter His people, but they are.  They 
arenʼt His only tool, but still they are powerful as He uses the circumstances and layers of our 
lives, combined with our choices born out of faith and obedience, and skillfully applies His 
providential care to take apart, let out, stitch, extend and combine here and there. He carefully 
weaves and stitches what all the saints, past and present, offer as acts of service.  All the 
various ways in which saints have taught and lived the Word throughout time are being added.  
Your deeds are being crafted in and so are mine.  
 In Christ, when we offer anything approved by God back to Him, He covers and overlays 
it with the righteousness of Jesus, making it truly fit to be received as an offering. Much of 
what we offer back to God makes up the under layers of our lives, yet supports what is seen.  
Though we canʼt see them in each otherʼs lives, God knows every tiny, hidden stitch as He 
pieces together all the ways we live for Him, thus creating a righteous work of art that will 
clothe us as we are presented to our heavenly Groom. Itʼs a divine process that leaves us with 
no room for pride or boasting or self-exultation, because it all comes from Him! All glory 
belongs to the very One whose love made it all possible!  It is His work, His acts of righteous-
ness, His covering, His glory, and His exultation!  He is so wonderful! I am in awe that our great 
God is so willing to serve His children in this way! I canʼt grasp the greatness of His love! How 
freely and willingly He has poured His divine love through His heart and hands as He readies 
our once-for-all-eternity garment! How great He is to graciously bestow upon us the honor of 
wearing all of the holy acts from this earthly sphere as though they were His own righteous-
ness!  Like John, it leaves me falling down desiring to worship and praise our great God!



!

TEALE YEILDING  
Where did you grow up?
I grew up in Columbiana, Alabama. 

Favorite childhood memory
My favorite childhood memory is riding to the lake in my dad's beat up pickup truck, picnics on 
the boat, and going fishing and water skiing on summer evenings.

Current vocation
I'm a full time wife and mom, and have also been working as a health and fitness coach for the 
past 4 years.

Biggest influence on my life besides Christ
My grandmother had the biggest influence on my life.  She was creative, giving, a good listener, 
great giver of advice, and not afraid to be herself.

What's the best advice you ever received?
I think Henry Ford originated this, but my dad is who reminded me of this often growing up - 
"Whether you think you can, or think you can't... You're right."

Hobbies:
Graphic Design, Hand lettering, Cooking, Sewing

Favorite Vacation Spot:
Italy

Favorite Color:
Blue

Favorite Scent:
Lavender

Coffee or Tea:
I like both!

Chocolate or vanilla:  
Candy must be chocolate, and cake must be vanilla

What do I enjoy most about the Hoover church:
I love how our church family cares for one another... specifically our children and how they are 
so loving to each another.  I like to catch glimpses of the Hoover children (of many different 
ages) looking out for one another, helping out those smaller than they are, playing together, and 
genuinely enjoying spending time together. 

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight  



KAITLIN MATHERLY 
Where did you grow up? 
Birmingham, AL
 
What is your favorite childhood memory? 
Girls day with mom
 
Who (aside from Christ) has had the biggest influence on your life? 
My mom
 
What is the best advice you’ve ever received?
Don't give your opinion unless you are asked.
 
Hobbies: Cooking

Favorite Vacation spot: 
Disney and the beach! 
Favorite Color: Grey

Favorite Scent: Vanilla/peach

Coffee or tea? 
Neither...  I prefer water

Chocolate or Vanilla? Chocolate 
 
What do you enjoy most about the 
Hoover church? 
The loving family

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight  



    
LAJUANA LOGAN 
 Where did you grow up? 
Winfield, AL 

What is your favorite childhood memory?
Playing with my cousins in my Grandfathers pasture.  Feeding baby calves bottles of milk.  

What is your current vocation? 
Anesthesiologist 

Who (aside from Christ) has had the biggest influence on your life?
My husband Carl.  

What is the best advice you ever received? 
Enjoy your children all the time, because they grow up so fast.  

Hobbies:
Lake activities, reading and taking my dogs 
to the dog park. 

Favorite vacation spot: Hawaii
Favorite color: Green 

Favorite scent: 
Sea Island Cotton by Bath and Body Works

Coffee or Tea? Tea

Chocolate or Vanilla? Chocolate 

What do you enjoy most about the Hoover church? 
Our love for each other.  I love JEWELS because it brought all of us women closer at church.  I 
love how we meet each others needs after a single announcement for “help needed”.  I love all 
of our young children.  I love our new children’s Bible classes and the way we teach the 
lessons, and the new classrooms.  

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight  



What is your perspective?

 How does your perspective affect your walk with Christ?  Perspective is a certain way of regarding 
something or a point of view.  Our perspective can be blurred by the conditions and circumstances that surround us 
daily.  Keeping a Christian perspective is key to getting through any struggle.  Perspective has a lot to do with our 
attitude.  Do we have a Christian attitude as we go throughout our day?  Loving one another, being kind and 
forgiving is not always easy, but it is what God commands.

9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another with
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit,[a] serve the 
Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints 
and seek to show hospitality. Romans 12:9-13 ESV

When my oldest was around the age of five, people started telling me that my child was not “normal”, that 
he was not like “typical children”.  I was told I could “medicate him so that he would have the ability to conform”.  
Conform to what?  Conform to a system that did and would continue to fail him.  Then I realized that it wasn’t just a 
system, but the world around us.  Society has dictated that my child be labeled and treated differently because he 
doesn’t think, act, nor respond like “typical” people.   But that doesn’t mean he is any less human or that his feelings 
are any less important.  It doesn’t mean he is less of a Christian.  The fact is that his perspective is different than 
others.  I have found that most of the time it is to his advantage.  

Society has determined what our perspective should be. It tries to dictate how we should think.  What if for 
just one day we tried to look at everything with a different perspective?  Instead of getting irritated with the person 
that cut us off in traffic, we could say, “they must not have seen me.”  Instead of getting upset with a friend or 
colleague for hurting your feelings, try thinking “they just didn’t realize how that sounded.”  To forgive and to forget is 
to truly move on.  It is one of the greatest feelings and one of the hardest things.  

I watch my child ridiculed and then completely give that same person the love of true friendship.  He never 
even thinks twice about how they just treated him.  His perspective is, that person just needs a friend and that is 
something he can do unequivocally.  His perspective saves him a lot of heartache.  His point of view at that time is I 
am a Christian, I can be a true friend, I will do the right thing.  He absolutely forgives and forgets.  Oh, how I wish it 
was that easy for me.  Most of us struggle with completely forgiving and forgetting and opening our hearts to 
someone who has hurt us or wronged us.  But, we are commanded to do just that.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 
who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.[b] Never be wise in 
your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible,  
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it[c] to the wrath 
of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do 
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  Romans 12:14-21 ESV

I used to question why I had a child that was so “different”, a child with so many struggles. Why can’t he 
just be like all the other kids?  It is still difficult at times, but I now believe that part of his purpose in life is to help me 
and those around him be a better Christian through his perspective on life.  You never truly know what someone 
else has experienced.  You never know what has happened in a person’s life to create their perspective.  Let 
Romans 12:9-21 be your reminder of what marks a true Christian and use it to guide your perspective.

Stacey Holland

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21&version=ESV


     
        
       Janice McFee
  Melva Tortorice
  Kaycey Guill
  Kaitlin Matherly
  Shelby Brooks 

   Welcome New Sisters In Christ! 

Prayer of Praise!!
Felicia Arnold  

Oh Mighty God!  We praise You for who You are - the Creator of all things; the 
Giver of all material and spiritual blessings; our loving Father!  You alone are Holy 
and righteous and just and worthy of all praise and honor!  We praise You Jesus 
for all that you sacrificed for us when you left the comfort of Heaven and came to 
this earth as a poor and lowly man; for the 
example you set for us as You lived a 
perfect life here on earth; for Your love 
and compassion and for your death on 
the cross so that we could be healed by 
Your wounds.  We praise You, Holy Spirit, 
for convicting us of our sins; for converting 
our hearts and souls; for interceding with 
groanings too wonderful for us to 
comprehend on our behalf to the Father; and 
for working in marvelous ways in our lives and 
hearts that we do not even fully understand. 
We praise You for the eternal plan that You 
laid out before the foundation of the earth to 
save Your people and to give the reward of heaven for those who follow your 
perfect plan of salvation.  We praise you for all the gifts you have bestowed upon 
us here and for all the heavenly gifts to come.  We praise You and exalt You 
above all others as the One who controls all things on earth and in Heaven.  
We praise You for the Kingdom here - the Church - and for the kingdom of 
Heaven where we will live withYou in glory and see Jesus one day! We praise 
You for your lovingkindness to us even though we are deserving of death.  
Holy, Holy, Holy is our God Almighty!  In Jesus name, we offer this prayer of 
praise and honor, Amen 



ENCOURAGEMENT  *

By Doyal Newsome

What does encouragement mean? One 
definition says, it is the act of giving someone 
support, confidence, or hope. That is what it 
means to most of us, but most of all, what does 
encouragement mean to God and how does He 
want us to encourage others? 

1 Samuel 23:16 says, Jonathan went to find 
David and encouraged him to stay strong in his 
faith in God. 

God wants us to encourage others through 
our words and actions to stay close to Him. 

There are times in our lives, when we are 
going through trials that are so hard to bear, that 
at just the right time, God will guide others to 
say the words and show actions to uplift our 
spirits. Our strength will be renewed to keep 
holding on to God’s unchanging hand. 

Ephesians 4:29 says, Do not use foul or 
abusive language. Let everything you say be good 
and helpful, so that your words will be an 
encouragement to those who hear them. 

God wants us to say kind and uplifting words 
to encourage others. 

Acts of kindness in words or deeds, will 
encourage and help others in ways we can’t 
imagine. The way we talk to and treat someone, 
will draw them to us or push them away from us. 

2 Chronicles 30:22 says, Hezekiah 
encouraged all the Levites regarding the skill 
they displayed as they served the Lord. 

It pleases God, when we compliment others, 
for doing a good job. 

It is uplifting and encouraging when we tell 
others they did a good job. A compliment may 
inspire others to do a better job. 

Proverbs 15:30 says, A cheerful look brings 
joy to the heart. 

God wants us to use our gift of smiling, to 
encourage each other. 

When we give others a smile, we want them 
to feel we are glad to see them and for them to 
feel comfortable. 

In our spiritual walk with God, we must 
remember that God wants us to let our light 
shine for Him by encouraging others through 
our words and actions. 

* This article was originally included in the Spring 
Newsletter.  However a portion of it was 
inadvertently cut off.  The entire article is being 
reprinted so that our ladies can receive the full 
benefit of the words shared by Doyal.  



WEDNESDAY NIGHT LADIES BIBLE CLASS

Continuing our JEWELS theme for the year Remember... Eleven ladies taught 
selected topics from a series of books "How Shall I be Remembered..." written by 
the wives of Freed Hardeman professors. The Wednesday night classes were well 
attended and absolutely unique. I loved the opportunity to hear each lady discuss 
her topic and share her personal experiences. We appreciate each of the ladies 
listed below for your willingness to teach on your assigned topic and for the hard 
work spent on your preparation.  

Nancy Harris Introduction
Wendy Wadley Attitude 
Jennifer Dalton Hospitality

Marla 
Troughton

Giving 

Doris Sankey Happiness 
Felicia Arnold The Day of Judgement 
Jamie Powell Faith 

Melody 
Warbington

Self-Control 

Michelle Judd In Service 
Denia 

Petruzella
Forgiveness

Shawna Brown Encouragement 

We will have a new  Wednesday 
ladies class in the Fall quarter.  
Stay tuned for more information. 
We are very excited and hope 
you guys are benefiting from the 
time spent together in the Word. 

JEWELS – What is the SPIRITUAL EDIFICATION TEAM?

The Spiritual Edification Team is part of our JEWELS ministry that works together to plan 
and coordinate activities to serve the women of the church, as well as in our community.  
Every spring, we will get away from the hustle and bustle at our Ladies Retreat, where we 
enjoy spending time deepening our faith in God and developing a deeper relationship with 
our sisters in Christ. In the fall, we host our annual Ladies' Day, each year with a different 
theme and focus.  During the holidays, we enjoy fun and fellowship at our annual Ladies 
Cookie Swap.  We also coordinate various service projects throughout the year.  If you are 
a planner and enjoy coordinating or helping with social activities, we would love to have 
you as part of the Spiritual Edification Team.  See Teale Yeilding or Brooke Williams for 
more information.



Here we go again….A Tanzania Blog
Leah Covington

When you go to the same place every year, you start to lose count.  This was either my 9th or 10th 
time to go to Tanzania, and every year I am amazed and blessed.  This year was a lot like all the 
other years in many ways, but so so different in others.  I could talk about the beauty of the country, 
the sights, the smells, the culture.  I could talk about the people and their joy, kindness, and 
generosity.  I look forward to all of these every year, and am never disappointed.  But I want to share 
something that happened this year that has had a great impact on me.
 We spend the first few days resting, preparing bibles with stickers to hand out, going on 
safari, and shopping.  We’ve learned in years past that if we don’t take the time to rest, and try to hit 
the ground running, it is much more difficult to conduct the bible studies.  We travel for about 28 
hours just to get there, and it can take its toll.  We recently implemented a new thing, and we all 
absolutely love it.  The day before starting our studies, we spend time with members of a 
congregation we previously studied with and encourage them.  Sid and Chuck have written an 
encouragement lesson that we use, and with it we are able to strengthen an existing church.  The 
results have already been beyond expectations, and this is something I know I look forward to as 
much as knocking on doors.
 This year we went to a new area, up the mountain a little on Mt. Meru (Meru Church of 
Christ).  The area is densely populated, and based on work that has already been done there, we 
knew we would be busy.  The church building was literally cut in half by the government last year 
just a few days after we visited, and so they’ve walled in a space that here would fit about 20 people, 
and cram more than 40-50 in each week.  Thanks to God’s providence, they were closing on a new 
piece of land with a huge house on it as we were leaving this year.  
 Each morning, we meet at the church for a few songs and a prayer, and any information for 
the day.  We then head out on the road and spend the day studying with anyone and everyone.  We 
come back to the church for a lunch prepared by several local ladies in the church before heading 
back out in the afternoon.  I don’t remember if it was in the morning or at lunch one day, but I was 
talking to Charles Hebert (he came to Hoover not long ago and is one of the directors of the Andrew 
Connally School of Preaching).  He was reminding me about a study I had about 5 or 6 years ago in 
Kwa Mrombo, where he preaches.  I don’t even remember this particular lady, but apparently I was 
really excited about her and told Charles over and over again to make sure and follow up with her to 
continue studying with her.  My insistence paid off because after he met with her 5 or 6 more times, 
she was baptized.  But this isn’t the best part.  Her husband was a 7th Day Adventist and refused to 
participate in the studies.  After she was baptized, she attended Kwa Mrombo for a while before 
falling off.  Somehow, Charles was able to meet and start studying with her husband.  A year or so 
later, he was baptized and is now one of the strongest men in the church.  THAT is the best part!  
 Those who go on mission trips will tell you that the biggest struggle we have is wanting to 
know we are succeeding.  We want to see the baptisms.  We want to know that all the work we are 
putting in is producing fruit.  It’s especially difficult for those that travel to foreign mission fields.  So 
we spend a lot of time reminding ourselves and each other that our place is not to convert, but to 
plant the seeds.  To remember that there are many others coming after us to pick up where we left 
off, and that that the locals will continue that work when we leave. And that is why this story struck 
me.  I had no idea that the seed I planted so long ago would have that kind of result. I remember 
being disappointed that year, feeling like I had been unsuccessful.  I finally understood.  I saw how 
God waters what we plant.  And as I was blessed to attend 2 more baptisms this year, I was moved 
to tears, because I finally, truly saw the incredible power of God’s Word.  Instead of seeing these two 
as successes, I got excited about what would happen next.  About who else would come to know 
Christ because I planted a seed in a few people over 5 days.



Ya’ll, God is good! When we share the gospel with others – whether in the mission field or in the 
checkout line at Walmart – God waters that seed!  Don’t ever think your witness isn’t having an 
effect.  You may never know the fruit your seed will grow into.  Had Charles not told me that story, I 
never would’ve known.  God always waters what you sow, so just keep sowing!



LAUGHTER IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL

At Sunday School they were learning how God created everything, including human beings. Johnny 
was especially intent when the teacher told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs.
      Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and said, "Johnny, 
what is the matter?"
      Johnny responded, "I have pain in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife."

Looking Ahead

7/28 – Congregational Singing @ 
Northport Church of Christ
7/30 – Hoover Family & Friends 
Fellowship Meal
8/6-8/9 – Gospel Meeting @ 
Logan Martin Church of Christ
7/23-7/28 – BCC 8th Session
7/31-8/4 – Do Good Week
9/22-9/23 – Marriage Seminar

KIDS CORNER
Have you been paying attention in class?  See if you can unscramble the words 

found in the stories you've been studying in Genesis.

1. DOMSO 11. GEANRD

2. SRTENPE 12. OABJC

3. NNOATVCE 13. EIESSGN

4. NVOISI 14. NCIORTAE

5. BEBLA 15. HAARS

6. BIWRAON 16. HNOA

7. BHSTRREO 17. AAABHRM

8. POSJHE 18. OEFGFIRN

9. EFMNIA 19. OHESGN

10. ETYPG 20. SCFCIREIA


