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ADULT MINISTRY

ON THE 
CALENDAR

FEBRUARY
Winter Bible Study
Friday, February 23  |  5:30–8:30 PM
Saturday, February 24  |  9:00 AM–12:00 PM
Wilson Hall

MARCH 
Combined Brentwood and
Franklin Breakfast Clubs 
Thursday, March 1  |  8:30 AM  
Cracker Barrel, Cool Springs
*Reservations not required.

SeniorLink Leadership Team
Monday, March 12  |  9:00 AM
Room 2006  |  Connection Center

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner 
Thursday, March 15  |  5:30 PM
Wilson Hall  |  Cost $9.00
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, March 11
Contact Carolyn Simmons  
615.310.9543

Good News Singers Rehearsals
Wednesdays  |  4:00 PM
Choir Room

LOOKING AHEAD
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners
April 19 – The Kellys
May 17 – Good News Singers
June 21 – Celebration of Biblical Marriage

THE DYNAMIC O’DONNELLS 
TO ENTERTAIN IN MARCH
By Jim Owens

Come ready to enjoy an outstanding music 
program at our March 15th SeniorLink 
Fellowship Dinner. The O’Donnells are 
a dynamic father-son duo, compared 
often to a male version of the Judds. With 
outstanding harmonies and phenomenal 
musicianship, they captivate an audience 
from the first note to the last. From Klinton 
pounding out a Jerry Lee Lewis song or 
proving his abilities on a Bruce Hornsby tune 
to Darrell tearing up a fiery guitar solo, or 
picking out a fast foot-stomping blue grass 
tune on the banjo, a good time will be had 

by all. In the past, Darrell has been on tour 
singing back-up and playing guitar with 
Tracy Lawrence as well as several other 
acts. Klinton has been on tour playing keys 
with T. Graham Brown, John Conlee, Buddy 
Jewell, and others. They have opened for 
such acts as Little Texas, Darryl Worley, 
Richochet, Neil McCoy, Moe Bandy, Shelly 
West, Steve Warner, Gene Watson, and 
many others.

In the last three years the O’Donnells have 
been busy performing as a dual act and 
with full bands at carnivals, festivals, clubs, 
weddings, private parties and restaurants in 
Nashville, Las Vegas, Texas, Pennsylvania, 
even the infield at the Daytona 500 race.

THE MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER

Choice of Beef Vegetable  
or Broccoli Cheese soup

Salad bar with variety of dressings 

Crackers and/or corn bread muffins 

Peach or apple cobbler with ice cream

Tea/coffee/water

Bobbi (Barbara) was born in Guthrie, Oklahoma, and spent 
her early years in Coyle, Oklahoma, where her parents 
owned the Wide Awake Restaurant. Her family moved 
to California when she was seven, and Bobbi made her 
profession of faith in Jesus that year. She and her family 
attended a vibrant Bible-preaching church, and Bobbi 
was part of an active youth group. She graduated from 
Dominguez High School in Compton, California, in 1965. She 
attended the Master’s College (now Master’s University).

Ron grew up in Long Beach, California.  He attended Jordan 
High School in Long Beach and was a member of the 
National Honor Society, graduating in 1965. He graduated 
cum laude from California State University in Long Beach 
with a B.S. degree in Production Management on June 
14, 1969. Ron’s initial introduction to Christianity occurred 
when he was quite young, and his grandmother was able to 
occasionally pick him up and bring him to her church. While 
at Cal State, Ron’s friends invited him to collegiate Christian 
meetings and events. Ron made his profession of faith in 
Jesus at age 18. He began to attend the Brethren Church. 
While evening services were held, a light meal followed 
and foot-washing was practiced as the feet congregants 
remembered Jesus’ humility as a servant washing the feet 
of His disciples.

After meeting Bobbi in 1967 at a friend’s home, Ron and 
Bobbi attended a Johnny Mathis concert on their first 
date. Ron and Bobbi married on June 28, 1969. They 
took a wedding trip to Yosemite National Park and to 
San Francisco. Ron’s draft status was changed to 1A in 

September 1969. He joined the Air National Guard and 
was sent to Biloxi, Mississippi, for nine months. Bobbi 
soon joined him. After Ron’s discharge from the Guard, 
the couple moved to Santa Clarita Valley, California. 
They worked in their church with the high school students, 
teaching Bible studies. Ron participated in a 50-mile bike 
ride with the high schoolers while Bobbi assisted with the 
“stragglers and non-survivors” in one of the cars.

Ron and Bobbi became parents to three sons, Rob, 
Scott, and Nathan. The family had a boat for eight years 
and enjoyed many water skiing outings on Bass Lake, 
California, outside of Yosemite National Park.

Ron and Bobbi took their first snow skiing instruction class. 
Ron lost balance and caused the straight line of rookie 
skiers to fall down from right to left “as dominoes.” Also, 
Bobbi and a girlfriend fell out of the ski chairlift, becoming 
tangled up with their skis in the snow below, as their middle 
son looked on saying, “That’s my mother.”  Fortunately, no 
injuries occurred.

Ron attended the 1990 National Sales Meeting for Ross 
Laboratories (Similac) at Opryland Hotel. From 1993-
2004, he and Bobbi visited Middle Tennessee every year 
to determine whether they liked the area well enough to 
make the move from California. With the Lord guiding 
them, they moved to Franklin, Tennessee, in 2004 and 
joined Brentwood Baptist that year. Two of their sons now 
also live in Tennessee.    

Ron and Bobbi have traveled with Dr. David Jeremiah 
to Israel three times: in 2007, 2012, and 2014. They have 
cruised with Dr. Jeremiah to Canada in 2008 and to Alaska 
in 2013. Loving music, the couple cruised with the Gaithers 
to Hawaii in 2010 and to the Caribbean in 2015. They have 
attended the National Gospel Quartet Conventions for the 
last five years and the Christian Celebrators Conventions in 
the Smoky Mountains of Tennessee for the last ten years.

Through the years, Ron and Bobbi said they are so 
thankful for the Lord’s presence and healing after a serious 
car accident as well as some past health issues. They are 
members of Mike Harland’s “Once Delivered” LIFE Group.  
Ron is a deacon. They enjoy spending time with sons Rob 
(wife Tristin), Scott (wife Shari), and Nathan, (wife Andrea) 
and their seven grandchildren, ages 19-9.     

Celebratiaa on
ofMarMM riage

By Judy Small

RON & BOBBI  
BLADE

WOMEN ON MISSION
By Shelley Jamieson

Bryan Frady, a graduate of the Brentwood 
Baptist Ministry Resident program in 2017, 
and his wife will be our guest speakers for the 
March Women on Mission program. Bryan 
was formerly a police officer in North Carolina 
and Wendy is a nurse having worked in 
pediatrics and with Hospice in North Carolina 
and Virginia. They, with their two young sons, 

will be leaving soon to serve as Brentwood 
Baptist missionaries with the International 
Mission Board in Kampala, Uganda, Africa. 

Come on Monday, March 19 at 9:30 in the 
Church Parlor to hear about their plans and 
learn ways that we can be supportive as they 
begin this ministry.



Fifty SeniorLink participants enjoyed a stirring night out at 
the Tennessee Performing Arts Center in downtown Nashville 
as we were whisked back to 1860 Bangkok in the Tony Award 
winning production of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s The King and 
I. Our late night entertainment included such beloved classical 
songs as “Getting to Know You,” “I Whistle a Happy Tune,” and 
“Something Wonderful.” The song “Shall We Dance” included 
the famous rousing edition of ballroom dancing that is the most 
universally recognized part of the play. The sets, costumes, vocal, 
and superior acting talent related the story of the tempestuous 
relationship that developed between the King of Siam and a 
British schoolteacher who brings a touch of the modern world to 
the King’s many wives and children.

A wonderful time was had by all who attended this magical 
and beautiful night-on-the-town. Watch for more SeniorLink 
incursions to come, including our trip to Branson, Missouri, on 
May 7-12. These experiences offer wonderful opportunities to 
meet new friends or to get better acquainted with old friends. 
Please plan to join us on our next great adventure! If you have 
questions or suggestions for some fun excursions, please contact 
Jane Houston or Pearl and Tom Vasser.  

Watch for our next planned SeniorLink outings happening soon! 
Etc, Etc, Etc!

THE KING AND I: A GREAT NIGHT OUT FOR SENIORLINK
By Tom Vassar

CHRIS PARKER: GNS MEMBER OF THE YEAR

Each year, members of the Good News Singers vote one of their music 
ministry group as “Member of the Year” for the outstanding service that 
person has given to the mission of the Good News Singers. Chris Parker 
was the recipient of that honor when the Good News Singers returned 
from their holiday break on January 10th. She retired in 2004 and 
someone invited her to a picnic sponsored by the Good News Singers 
at the Baptist Children’s home. Tom McMinn, the director, invited her 
to come and sing with the choir, but her response was that she was 
not ready to sing in the “old people’s choir.” Tom persuaded her to just 
come and try it out. She did and has been part of Good News Singers 
about 14 years. She is also a faithful member of the Worship Choir of 
Brentwood Baptist.

Chris has been singing all her life. Good News Singers is her ministry, 
and she states that she enjoys the fellowship of the group and the 
places they go to present music programs, proclaiming the good news 
of Jesus. One of her favorite places is the Nashville Rescue Mission. 
Chris said of the choir, “We draw strength from each other.” Chris would 
like to be a female Barnabas, helping people wherever she goes. Her 
fellow choir members think she is.

By Sally Mulé

SAVE THIS DATE – JUNE 21
CELEBRATION OF BIBLICAL MARRIAGE
On Thursday, June 21, the SeniorLink Ministry will host the 
Celebration of Biblical Marriage event. This is an inspirational, 
entertaining and elegant evening in Hudson Hall at Brentwood 
Baptist Church, highlighting God’s meaning of marriage and 
honoring those couples who have 50 years of marriage this year.

Couples who have or will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary 
anytime during this year and have not contacted Gayle Haywood 
at 615.324.6133 or by email at ghaywood@brentwoodbaptist.com 
or Betty Stewart at 615.614.1070 or by email at aubreyandbetty@
charter.net are asked to do so as quickly as possible and before 
March 30.

BULLETIN BOARD

SOMETHING NEW FOR GOOD NEWS 
SINGERS

By Tom McMinn

The Good News Singers invites you to join us for 
special events as a part-time choir member. If you 
would like to sing at a special event, then come for five 
or six rehearsals to become familiar with the songs 
and join us for the event. Programs coming up are:

• Sunday, March 18 | Sunday Morning Worship at 
Liberty Baptist (begin rehearsals Feb. 7)

• Thursday, May 17  |  Patriotic Program for SeniorLink 
Dinner  (begin rehearsals March 21)

• Tuesday, May 23  |  Nashville VA Hospital (use music 
from the SeniorLink Patriotic program)

Come join us – we meet each Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. 
in the choir room. Join the fun of ministry! 

NASHVILLE MEN’S RESCUE 
MISSION VALENTINE PARTY

By Janice Todd

The Wilson Women on Mission joined with the 
Good News Singers on February 13 to help the men 
at the Mission celebrate Valentine’s Day. Each man 
was given a valentine for himself and one for him 
to send to someone he was thinking about. Also, 
they were treated with coffee and cookies, and 
the Good News Singers provided a love-themed 
musical program of encouragement and hope.

We were blessed by the opportunity to share God’s 
love with them.

PAY ATTENTION TO  
THE REAL QUESTION
Are you hearing what you think you’re hearing, or are you 
just not paying close enough attention?

For example:

While visiting Annapolis, a lady tourist noticed several 
students on their hands and knees assessing the 
courtyard with pencils and clipboards in hand.

“What are they doing?” she asked the tour guide.

“Each year,” he replied with a grin, “the upperclassmen 
ask the freshmen how many bricks it took to finish paving 
this courtyard.”

When they were out of earshot of the freshmen, the 
curious lady asked the guide: “So, what’s the answer?”

The guide replied: “One.”

BE SURE TO LOOK  

FOR OUR NEW 

WINDOWS SIGN!

SeniorLink members at 
The Tennessee Performing  
Arts Center

Chris Parker on the left with Sally Mulé


