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Born in East Liverpool, Ohio, of
Beverly grew up in a Christian
family as a “preacher’s kid.” Her father, a minister in the
Church of the Nazarene, was the lead singer for the Barton
Davis Trio and an evangelistic preacher. From birth to
age five, Beverly and her mother traveled with the Trio
throughout Ohio, Kentucky, and West Virginia as the Trio
held two-week revival meetings. She fondly remembers
how she loved hearing the Trio practice singing in the car.

Just before Beverly turned six, her father became pastor
of a church in Toledo, Ohio, where her brother was born.
Subsequently, her father took a pastorate in Dayton, Ohio,
where Beverly made her profession of faith at age eleven,
and later he became pastor of First Nazarene Church in
Youngstown, Ohio.
At age 17, Beverly went on a double date with a brother and
sister in February. The sister’s date was Paul Cleckner, age
20. A few days later, Paul called Beverly for a date. After
five months of dating, they eloped and were married in
Indiana. Paul was employed by Ohio Bell Company.
One week before the birth of their first child Susan, Beverly’s
family grieved the loss of Beverly’s young brother due
to a brain tumor. Beverly stated that the Lord’s loving
faithfulness was felt by her family during this bittersweet
time of sorrow and then the joy when Susan was born. Paul
and Beverly also became parents to Diane, Paul, and Janet.
When their son was four months old, Paul told Beverly that
he felt called to Christian ministry. Beverly’s dad suggested
that Paul attend Trevecca University in Nashville. The family
moved into the Tony Sudekum Housing Project in 1957.
After Paul’s graduation from Trevecca, the family moved
to Kansas City, Missouri, and then to St. Joseph, Missouri,
where Janet was born and Paul pastored a church. The next
family move was to Lawrence, Kansas. Beverly received
her undergraduate degree in Education and Sociology
and master’s degree in Communication. Paul continued

his studies in Seminary. Moving back to Nashville, Beverly
became an Education Development Specialist at Peabody
Vanderbilt where she received her Ph.D. in Communications
and Psychology.
Beverly has taught middle school and college students.
She stated, “I believe that we are all created equal by God,
and we need to appreciate and accept our differences in a
grateful manner.” She became a Desegregation Specialist
working with school faculty and school administrators
in Memphis, Tennessee, Mobile, Alabama, and Atlanta,
Georgia. Beverly has done consulting work with the
Department of the Interior working with National Parks
Directors. She also worked as the Human Resource Director
for the Metro Nashville Government when Richard Fulton
was mayor. She also chaired negotiations with Metro Police,
Fire, and Employee Unions. Beverly and Paul were married
for 54 years before Paul passed away in 2010.
Daughter Susan and her husband invited Beverly to
Brentwood Baptist and she became a member in 2011.
Beverly stated, “I love the way the church is reaching out
to the community.” Currently, Beverly is a member of the
Staff Resource Team at BBC. She feels blessed to be a
prayer counselor at Kairos and on Sunday mornings in the
Parlor. She mentors women, is a member of the Nurture
Team, and leads a Bible study group called “God’s Circle of
Friends” at church on Wednesdays.
Three of Beverly’s four adult children and families live in
Nashville and Brentwood. Daughter Diane lives with her
family just outside of Memphis. And the rest of the story: In
early November 2018, Beverly became the wife of Richard
Thorman, a BBC member. She says that the Lord has
tremendously blessed them both to come together at this
stage in life to experience and share God’s love. One of her
favorite scriptures is Proverbs 3:5-6 which directs us to trust
in the Lord knowing He will direct our way!

The guest artist for our SeniorLink dinner on January
17 is Billy Hodges. He is a native of this state, having
grown up in rural west Tennessee. Billy attended church
all his life and began singing in the children’s choir at his
home church. He did not begin his professional career
until much later.
Billy attended the University of Tennessee at Martin
where he majored in Music and studied under Dr. Kevin
J. Lambert. He began his professional career in 1995
with the legendary Florida Boys in Pensacola, Florida.
In 1997 he returned to UTM to work further on his music studies. In 2001 he joined the Dixie
Echoes and moved back to Pensacola. In 2005 Billy joined the Kingdom Heirs at Dollywood
and performed with them for almost six years. In 2011 Billy resigned from the Kingdom Heirs
and embarked the next year on his solo ministry, a ministry that God had been calling him
to. In Billy’s own words: “I tried to run from the call, but knew in my heart what was to be.”

Combined Brentwood and
Franklin Breakfast Clubs
Thursday, January 3 | 8:30 AM
*Reservations not required.
SeniorLink Leadership Team
Monday, January 14 | 9:00 AM
Room 2006, Connection Center
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner
Thursday, January 17 | 5:30 PM
Wilson Hall | Cost: $9
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, January 13
Contact Carolyn Simmons
615.310.9543
Good News Singers Rehearsals
Wednesdays | 4:00 PM
Choir Room

LOOKING AHEAD

WINTER BIBLE STUDY

By Aubrey Stewart

“The Seven Churches of Revelation,” inspired by God, written by Apostle John

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners
February 21 | Dennis Morgan
March 21 | Kim Bolton
April 18 | Solid Rock Quartet

Study Leader: Larry Thrailkill, a former member of Brentwood Baptist and a retired attorney.
He is renowned as a profoundly gifted Bible teacher in both knowledge and presentation.
(Pre-registration is not necessary)
Dates: Friday, February 22, 2019, from 6:30 PM-8:00 PM (No snow forecast at this time)
Saturday, February 23, from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM
Location: Wilson Hall Brentwood Baptist campus

WILSON WOMEN ON MISSION

By Shelley Jamison

Just exactly what is Women on Mission? What do these ladies do
each month? What is their purpose? How long has this segment of
the WMU been in existence?
Attend the Wilson Women on Mission group on Monday, January 21, 2019, in the Parlor at
9:30 a.m. for answers to these and many other questions in a fun game of trivia. Even those
long-time members of Women on Mission will be challenged to gather more information and
understanding of why we do what we do.
In this first meeting of 2019 we look ahead to plans for the year and a chance to share ideas
and observations.

JANUARY
BIRTHDAY MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER
Baked Chicken with Mushroom Sauce
Steamed Vegetables Medley
Baked Apples
Rolls
Birthday Cake and Ice Cream
Water/Tea/Coffee

BULLETIN BOARD

ONE DECISION CAN AFFECT MANY LIVES
By Don and Lorraine Quist

WELCOME TO 2019!
Early in the morning on October 29, we and many other SeniorLink
members attended the 21st District Recovery Court (formerly Drug
Court) Eighth Annual Community Breakfast at Puckett’s Grocery
& Restaurant located in Franklin. We attended because we had
heard that our friend, Gayle Moyer Harris, was going to receive
an honor and we wanted to be present. We knew that Gayle was
involved in a recovery program; however, at the breakfast we
learned the whole story.
In 2002 Attorney Gayle Moyer Harris listened as her husband,
Judge Don Harris, and Judge Tim Easter discussed the problem
courts were having dealing with seeing repeat offenders
stemming from drug and alcohol abuse; it was becoming like
a revolving door. They heard of a drug treatment program
that seemed to end this cycle in California and were planning
to go and learn. Gayle had never been to California so she
tagged along. Gayle had always thought people caught in the
cycle of addiction could end it on their own if they were strong
enough. The morning of the first training session Gayle decided
to attend too. That decision has affected not only Gayle’s life
but many others. After hearing the testimonies from Recovery
Court graduates she realized she was wrong and that people
were dealing with a disease They needed a longer, structured,
accountable program and support from the courts and
community. And so the journey began to start a program called
Drug Court in Williamson County. Gayle was the first Recovery
Court Coordinator and served in that position for the first 10
years. It seemed fitting that she received the first annual Gayle
Moyer Harris Service Award, named in her honor.
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Judge Tim Easter presenting award to Gayle Moyer.
Photo courtesy of the Williamson Herald.

If you know Gayle Moyer Harris you will understand why the
following comments regarding her were made by some of those
in attendance: “Gayle showed me how to love God with all
your heart and to love others”; “Gayle is a Williamson County
treasure;” “Gayle is a servant/leader.”
One decision that day in 2002 plus Gayle’s listening and doing
what God put in her heart has changed so many lives. This
program has been very successful and is thriving, but help is
still needed. So, if you are interested in supporting this program
in anyway please see Gayle. We are sure she would love to talk
with you.

UPCOMING EVENTS
RAY STEVENS’ CABARAY SHOW AND DINNER
Come join the SeniorLink travelers on Thursday evening, March 14, as
we experience Ray Stevens’ CabaRay Show and dinner in Nashville.
This is a family-friendly show.
Ray Stevens will perform live on stage with his fabulous A-Team
Band. You will be thoroughly entertained with a 90-minute full
concert, jam-packed with Ray’s iconic hits and comedy classics.
The cost of the evening is $85 per person which includes round-trip
transportation from Brentwood Baptist Church to the CabaRay, the
90 minute show, drink, dinner, dessert, taxes and gratuity. For the
meal, you will have your choice of pan-seared salmon, a thick-cut
pork chop, or roasted airline chicken breast.
The bus will leave Brentwood Baptist Church at 4:00 p.m. and will
return by 10:00 p.m.
See Tom or Pearl Vasser to sign-up. Only 50 seats will be available
for this trip.

HELLO, DOLLY! STARRING BROADWAY LEGEND
BETTY BUCKLEY
Come and enjoy a great evening of song, dance, and fun as our
SeniorLink members travel to the Tennessee Performing Arts Center
to enjoy a classic production of Hello, Dolly! on Wednesday, May 1, 2019.
The cost of this fabulous evening of entertainment is $75 per person
which includes round trip bus transportation from Brentwood Baptist
Church to the TPAC entrance and a great show. The bus will leave at
6:00 p.m. and will return by 11:00 p.m.
This trip will be limited to 50 seats. See Tom or Pearl Vasser to sign-up.

WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP OF A LIFETIME!
Only 6 seats left for this trip May 9-14, 2019. $599 per person/double
occupancy for five nights and six days. Don’t miss out! See Tom or
Pearl Vasser to sign-up.
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HOLIDAY INN: A WONDERFUL MUSICAL
AND SENIORLINK TRIP By Tom and Pearl Vasser

NEW WAREHOUSE AT COPPER
BASIN CRISIS CENTER
By Ben Davis
Some much needed warehouse space
has been recently
constructed at CBCC!
This 2400 sq. ft. facility is much nee
ded here but there
is more work that still needs to be com
pleted. Look for a
trip to CBCC sometime in early Spring
to build shelving
and move many items into this won
derful space.

Our recent trip to the Cumberland Mountain Playhouse and the production of Holiday Inn was
one of the most enjoyable trips to date! Irving Berlin’s musical featured unbelievable tap dancing,
wonderful comedy, beautiful costumes, and a parade of hit songs from the 1940’s including “Blue
Skies,” “Steppin’ Out with My Baby,” “Heat Wave,” and “White Christmas.” The ladies’ Easter
bonnets in the scene featuring the song “Easter Parade” were stunning. The play’s storyline was
focused on “what’s real” in the life of want-to-be actors. In the end the good guy gets the girl, and
they all live happily ever after. What a relief! A fun time was had by all of our senior participants.
We enjoyed a great meal at the Cumberland Mountain State Park, and we all bought lots of cheese
and jams at Simonton’s Cheese House in Crossville.
Don’t miss out on all the fun and Christian fellowship. Plan to join us on our next great adventure!

Lunch during Cumberland
Mountain Playhouse Trip

