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ENJOY THE TALENTS OF DENNIS MORGAN

RODNEY AND PATTY

By Jim Owens

TAYLOR

You will be delighted and inspired by the voice of one of our
prominent Worship Choir members. Dennis Morgan will bring
our program at the February 21 SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner.

By Judy Small

Celebrati
a on
M arriage

Rodney from Pensacola, Florida, and Patty West from
Sylacauga, Alabama, met inof
1958 during the first week of
school at Samford University, formerly Howard College,
in Birmingham, Alabama. A student photographer was
looking for a female student who was the perfect height
to stand with Rodney for a yearbook photo. Noticing
Patty standing nearby, the photographer added her to
the photo. Rodney was elected to the Student Senate his
freshman year. He invited Patty to the Student Senate
Banquet for their first date. Enjoying each other’s company
and character traits, they had dates on campus, going to
church, playing putt putt golf, and eating at the Copper
Kettle Restaurant. They also remembered walking three
miles to the restaurant one icy winter day.
After dating for one year, Rodney and his parents were
invited to Patty’s family home for the 1959 Christmas Eve
dinner. Patty’s mom called her into the kitchen while Rodney
hid the engagement ring in Patty’s mashed potatoes!
Rodney remembered with glee that “Patty almost ate the
ring!” The couple was married one year later on December
26, 1960, on the 25th wedding anniversary of Patty’s parents.
Rodney and Patty honeymooned at Callaway Gardens
Resort in Pine Mountain, Georgia. Their first apartment’s
monthly rent was a bargain at fifty dollars.
Patty graduated from college in 1961 and Rodney
graduated in 1962. Rodney then enrolled in Southeastern
Baptist Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina. Patty
became an elementary school teacher while Rodney
completed his ministerial studies. Rodney received a
Bachelor’s Degree in Divinity and a Master’s Degree in
Theology. Patty fondly remembered that the seminary
honored her and other wives with actual “Putting Husband
Through” certificates, her PHT degree!
Rodney began his professional career at the Baptist
Sunday School Board (LifeWay today) as an editor. He
later joined the Development Staff of Vanderbilt University,
then became Director of Development at Virginia Intermont
College in Bristol, Virginia, and in 1971 became Director
of the Foundation at The University of West Florida in

ON THE CALENDAR

Pensacola, Florida. During this time, he also earned his
Doctorate of Education from Florida State University. In
1984 he started his own consulting practice. They resided in
Pensacola for 36 years before moving to Franklin in 2006.
In 1989 Rodney and Patty built their dream home in Florida.
Rodney was the subcontractor and subsequently published
How to Be a Self-Contractor. Rodney has also published
The Signs of the Christ: A New Perspective on the Gospel
of John as well as a mystery fiction book. Presently, he is
publishing another book about the Gospel of Matthew and
the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Besides the births of their children, Leigh Ann, Brian, and
Julie, and grandchildren, Taylor, Jackson, and Cameron,
another great life memory was serving in Cape Town, South
Africa, in 2013 for six months. Rodney taught Greek and
lectured on Ephesians at Cape Town Baptist Seminary and
preached in South African churches. Patty worked in the
seminary’s library, led adult Bible studies, and volunteered
at Living Hope. Since Patty is one of Brentwood Baptist’s
Wedding Coordinators, she also coordinated the wedding
of Missionary Amy Helms Aaron there.
Rodney received his pilot’s license flying for pleasure
and business. He also officiated high school football in
Tennessee and Florida for ten years and still plays golf.
Patty retired from teaching after 37 years. She currently
enjoys homeschooling granddaughter Cameron in English.
Patty and Rodney have travelled throughout the United
States and have cruised to Russia, the Baltics, and the
Danube. Patty enjoyed a Mediterranean trip with girlfriends
and a trip to Israel with her sister.
This couple has continually relied on the peace and
strength of the Lord through some serious health issues.
They joined Brentwood Baptist in 2006. Both sing in our
church choir and are Decision Counselors for Brentwood’s
9:30 AM service and write devotionals for “Journey On.”
Patty is a member of the Condolence and Celebration of
Marriage Teams. They attend the Early Risers LifeGroup
taught by Rodney!

Dennis has been singing in church so long that on reel-toreel tape it’s hard to tell which one was the boy and which
was the girl when listening to his sister sing with him in the
late 1960s. Recognizing he has a God-given gift, Dennis’
mission is to use it to bring glory to God while leading others
into His presence. By day Dennis, a preacher’s kid from
Louisiana, leads a team of experienced recruiters in hiring all
of the Information Technology professionals across the HCA
Enterprise. Danette, who volunteers in the Brentwood Baptist
Library and homeschools their 14-year-old son, and Dennis have been married for almost
28 years. They have a 26-year-old daughter who’s “off the payroll” in addition to Christian…
who is taller than Dennis. The Morgans joined Brentwood Baptist Church in 2000.

WINTER BIBLE STUDY

By Aubrey Stewart

“The Seven Churches of Revelation,” inspired by God, written by
Apostle John
Study Leader: Larry Thrailkill, a former member of Brentwood
Baptist and a retired attorney. He is renowned as a profoundly
gifted Bible teacher in both knowledge and presentation.

FEBRUARY
Combined Brentwood and
Franklin Breakfast Clubs
Thursday, February 7 | 8:30 AM
*Reservations not required.
SeniorLink Leadership Team
Monday, February 11 | 9:00 AM
Room 2006, Connection Center
Wilson Women on Mission
Monday, February 18 | 9:30 AM
Church Parlor
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner
Thursday, February 21 | 5:30 PM
Wilson Hall | Cost: $9
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, February 17
Contact Carolyn Simmons
615.310.9543
Winter Bible Study
Friday, February 22 | 6:30-8:00 PM
Saturday, February 23 | 9:00 AM–12:00 PM
Wilson Hall
Good News Singers Rehearsals
Wednesdays | 4:00 PM
Choir Room

LOOKING AHEAD
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners
March 21 | Kim Bolton
April 18 | Solid Rock Quartet
May 16 | Metro Nashville Chorus

Dates: Friday, February 22, 2019, from 6:30 PM-8:00 PM
(No snow forecast at this time)
Saturday, February 23, from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM
Location: Wilson Hall Brentwood Baptist campus (Pre-registration is not necessary)

SAVE THE DATE

FEBRUARY MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER

By Gayle Harris
The planning has already begun for one of our most
memorable programs of the year and you should
mark your calendars now!

Thursday, June 20, 2019

This is a special event for all adults that includes
6:00 PM | Hudson Hall
honoring our 50th wedding anniversary couples.
Those who were married in 1969 and will celebrate 50 years of marriage together in 2019 and
have not been notified, please contact Betty Stewart at stewartaubrey08@gmail.com or by
phone at 615.392.8369; or contact Gayle Haywood at ghaywood@brentwoodbaptist.com
or by phone at 615.324.6133. The deadline for contacting Betty or Gayle is March 30, but you
are encouraged to get in touch with one of them as soon as possible so you will learn more
about this event.

Meatloaf
Mashed Potatoes with Gravy
Green Peas
Rolls
Pecan Pie
Water/Tea/Coffee

TRANSITIONING

BULLETIN BOARD

By Glenn Stophel

As Senior Adults we are very familiar with the adage: “The more
things change, the more they stay the same.” In January 2011,
Jackie and I were asked to assume the role of Coordinators of
SeniorLink, replacing Jim and Gail Owens who had faithfully
served in that role for several years. Jim willingly took on the new
role of Program Chairman (where he has been truly outstanding)
and Gail continued to serve on the food committee. SeniorLink was
the new name adopted at that time for the group formerly known
as the 55+ Adult Ministry. The subtitle of the group was set forth
as “providing a link to growth, ministry and fellowship.” That has
continued to be our goal for the organization.
A tradition of the SeniorLink Leadership Team has been that,
whenever possible, each team member recruits his or her
replacement when the member feels led to step down or to share
with an additional person the responsibility of his or her portfolio

of ministry. In that tradition, Jackie and I are delighted that Ben
Davis has agreed to become SeniorLink Coordinator as of January
1, 2019. Ben has been very active in the SeniorLink ministries and
will provide strong leadership in the coming years. During the
eight years we have served as Coordinators, Jackie and I have
observed several changes in the Leadership Team, but we want to
pay a particular word of thanks and commendation to the present
members, all of whom continue to do a great job for the ministry in
their respective areas of leadership. The current members include:
Aubrey and Betty Stewart, Jim and Gail Owens, Tom and Pearl
Vasser, Lorraine and Don Quist, Gayle Moyer Harris, Tom McMinn,
Carolyn Simmons, Linda True, Anna Montgomery, Judy Fuller,
Sheila McCulloch, Judy Small, Ben Davis, Shelley Jamieson and
our Senior Adult Minister, Gayle Haywood.

WILSON WOMEN ON MISSION

By Shelley Jamieson
have set in. Your spirits will be lifted at our
By February the winter boredom will likely
day, February 18, in the Church Parlor as
Wilson Women on Mission meeting on Mon
North American mission endeavors. Your
we focus our thoughts and prayers on our
help to support these ministries, many
ing
gifts through the Hope for the World offer
you there.
of which may be new to you. Hope to see

SENIORLINK IS GOING TO WASHINGTON
D.C. ON A TRIP OF A LIFETIME!

COORDINATOR’S
CORNER

Pearl Vasser to
We have three seats left for this trip. See Tom or
sign-up today!
We will visit the
Five nights and six days in our Nation’s Capital.
just opened,
that
new 430,000 sq. ft. Biblical History Museum
sonian, the
Smith
the
Row,
Mount. Vernon, Capitol Hill, Embassy
the War
orial,
Mem
ln
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orial,
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new Martin Luther King
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much
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at
up
Monuments lit
$599 per person/
The dates are May 9-14, 2019, and the cost is
transportation,
coach
r
double occupancy. The trip includes moto
of the Capitol.
tours
d
guide
two
plus
five nights lodging, eight meals
lete trip itinerary.
See Tom or Pearl for your reservation and a comp
trip insurance
and
seat,
your
ntee
guara
to
ed
requir
A $75 deposit is
participating
are
is available. Final payment for those seniors who
e-mail Tom
or
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e
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in this trip is due by February 15, 2019.
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Vasser if you have any quest

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2019!

By Ben Davis

With a new year comes changes: laws that were passed earlier
in the year often take effect on January 1 and some folks
make a ‘new year’ resolution hoping to lose weight, or make a
budget, or read the Bible all the way through. Well, there is a
change on the SeniorLink Leadership Team. My name is Ben
Davis, and even though I know quite a few of y’all, I certainly
don’t know all of you, and I now have the privilege of being
your new SeniorLink Coordinator. I have big shoes to fill as
Glenn Stophel has been at the helm for the last eight years. He
and the Leadership Team have done a tremendous job during
that time frame.
For those who don’t know me, I am a native Nashvillian. My
father worked for General Motors and we moved around a
bunch. I ended up back in Nashville to graduate from John
Overton High School. After graduating from the University of
Tennessee at Knoxville, I started my career in Nashville, moved
away, returned in 1982 and have been in the Nashville area
ever since. I married Beth Pearson, also a native Nashvillian,
in 1994. We are a blended family and have a total of eight
grandchildren with number nine due in April. I have been
attending Brentwood Baptist for over 25 years, thanks to Beth
who has been here 30+ years. All those years have been in the
same LIFE Group class, Serving Life. I became a member of
Brentwood Baptist over 10 years ago and have been serving
as a Deacon for the last two years.
In my professional career I have been in the senior industry
for more than 20 years and thus when I found out about this
ministry called SeniorLink, I was very interested. What an

amazing number of things this group does! In fact, just as “we”
were assembling the candles for the Christmas Eve candle light
services, Jane Brazil commented to me, “Well if you need to
get a job done just call on us ole folks and we will get it done.”
(Note the use of “ole” vs. “old”).
I am excited about this ministry, all the different areas we touch,
all the folks that are involved, and how people want to serve!
So let me ask for your continued help in making this area of our
great church even better, to serve more who need help, and all
the time develop or continue to grow relationships that have
resulted from this ministry. Do you know someone who would
like to get involved? Bring them to one of our Fellowship Dinners
and let’s get started! I am looking forward to serving you!

RAY STEVENS’ CABARAY SHOW

Com e join the Sen iorL ink trav
eler s on Thu rsd ay
eve ning , March 14, as we exp
erie nce Ray Stevens’
Cab aRa y Show and din ner in
Nas hville. This is a
family-friendly show.
Ray Ste ven s will per form live
on sta ge with his
fab ulo us A-Team Ban d. You
will be tho rou ghl y
entertained with a 90-minute full
concert, jam-packed
with Ray’s iconic hits and com
edy classics. Ray will
take you down memory lane with
tales and stories
from his legendary career. . This
night will be opening
night for the 2019 season, and
our SeniorLink group
will be there!
The cos t of the eve ning is $85
per per son whi ch
includes round-trip transportat
ion from Brentwood
Baptist Church to the CabaRay,
the 90 minute show,
drink, dinner, dessert, taxes and
gratuity. All costs are
included! For the meal, you will
have your choice of
pan-seared salmon, a thick-cut
pork chop, or roasted
airline chicken breast.
The bus will leave Brentwood Bap
tist Church at 4:00
p.m. and will return by 10:00 p.m
.
See Tom or Pearl Vasser to sign-up
. Only 50 seats will
be available for this trip.

HELLO, DOLLY! STARRING BROADWAY LEGEND BETTY BUCKLEY
Come and enjoy a great evening of song, dance, and fun as our SeniorLink members travel to the Tennessee Performing Arts
Center to enjoy a classic production of Hello, Dolly! on Wednesday, May 1, 2019.
Tony Award-winning Broadway legend Betty Buckley stars in Hello, Dolly! – the universally acclaimed smash that NPR calls
“the best show of the year!” Winner of four Tony Awards including Best Musical Revival “is making people crazy happy!” (The
Washington Post).
The cost of this fabulous evening of entertainment is $75 per person which includes round trip bus transportation from Brentwood
Baptist Church to the TPAC entrance and a great show. The bus will leave at 6:00 p.m. and will return by 11:00 p.m. As an extra
bonus, the regular Wednesday night meal will be served in Wilson Hall beginning at 4:30 p.m. Seniors can enjoy a wonderful
meal with dessert for just $5 and then board the bus for a spectacular evening! See Tom or Pearl Vasser to sign-up. This trip will
be limited to 50 seats.

