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her Master’s Degree in Education. She was a music educator
for 32 years. MaryLee taught at Independence High School
in Franklin for the last five years of her career.
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ATENHAN
By Judy Small
MaryLee Atenhan grew up in Scottsbluff, Nebraska. Her
father, a pilot and airplane mechanic, restored and repaired
antique airplanes. A South Carolina native, he was also the
owner and manager of the family’s restaurant. Her mother
was also a pilot, a nurse, and a published author.
A tragic airplane accident took MaryLee’s dad’s life
when she was a young teenager. MaryLee stated, “Jesus
became our anchor and my mother, sister, brother, and I
experienced God’s peace and His faithfulness. My siblings
and I stepped up to help my mother run our family’s
restaurant.” MaryLee’s older sister led her to the Lord Jesus
when MaryLee was 13.
MaryLee attended Scottsbluff High School where she was
the first girl to letter on an all-boys cross country team. She
was a member of the track and basketball teams and set a
school record for track and received a gold medal in the twomile relay. MaryLee played the clarinet in the high school
band which performed at Lucerne, Switzerland. The band
also played at the half-time show for a Denver Broncos
game. She was a member of the Women’s Honorary
Scholastic Society and the National Honor Society.
She attended the University of Nebraska where she was a
member of the University Singers, Women’s Chorale, and
the University Show Choir “Scarlet and Cream”. “Scarlet and
Cream” were ambassadors for the university and travelled
all over Nebraska to perform. She received a Bachelor
Degree in Music Education. Several years later, she received

MaryLee met her future husband Kevin in her sophomore
elebrati
a on
year at the University of Nebraska.
of He was an Agricultural
arriage
Business major and she was a Resident Assistant.
Here’s the
story, in her own words: “We met the night of homecoming
at a party. I knew who he was but had never met him.
Seeing no other empty places to sit, I ‘sassily’ sat down
on his knees and said, ‘You know, it’s really hard to find
some good Christian men to date around here.’ And that
was that! We dated the remainder of the year. Kevin lost
his Dad to colon cancer in our junior year and had to drop
out with his Associate Degree to run his family’s farm 100
miles away. We dated long distance for two and a half years
with me finishing my degree as he was farming. We were
married over Christmas break on January 1, 1982, so that I
could student teach in a town 10 miles from his farm, and I
graduated in May of 1982. We had instant chemistry and still
do 35 years later! Kevin is my rock and keeps me grounded,
has been Mr. Mom when my job called me away, has always
encouraged me to have a ministry within the public schools,
and has attended almost all of my 450 concerts throughout
my teaching career. Kevin is my soul mate.”
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By Jim Owens

Throughout the years, MaryLee has served as worship
piano accompanist, planned children’s music programs,
and helped with adult Easter and Christmas programs, etc.
She and Kevin joined Brentwood Baptist in February 2017,
and both are members of the Worship Choir. MaryLee is a
Co-Director with Tom McMinn of the Good News Singers.
They attend Carol Byrd’s Music and Orchestra LifeGroup.
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The guest artist for our February SeniorLink
dinner is Billy Hodges. He is a native of
Tennessee, having grown up in rural west
Tennessee. He attended church all his life and
began singing in the children’s choir at his home
church. He did not begin his professional career
until much later.

Following Kevin’s career moves, MaryLee and Kevin have
moved twelve times working in Nebraska, Kansas, South
Carolina, and Tennessee. Kevin is the Vice-President of
Sales/Flatbed Division for Western Express.
Kevin and Marylee have two married children, Ashley, age
33, and Ryan, age 30, and three grandchildren. Ashley and
her family live in Omaha, Nebraska. Ryan and his family
recently moved to Middle Tennessee from Chicago, Illinois.
She looks forward to running her own “Mimi Camp” where
she will teach her grandchildren to cook and sew. They will
have music lessons and go on field trips!

ON THE
CALENDAR

BILLY HODGES... BACK BY
POPULAR DEMAND

Billy attended the University of Tennessee at
Martin where he majored in music and studied
under Dr. Kevin J. Lambert. He began his
professional career in 1995 with the legendary
Florida Boys in Pensacola, Florida. In 1997, he
returned to UTM to work further on his music
studies. In 2001 he joined the Dixie Echoes
and moved back to Pensacola. In 2005 Billy
joined the Kingdom Heirs at Dollywood and
performed with them for almost six years. In
2011 Billy resigned from the Kingdom Heirs and
embarked the next year on his solo ministry
that God had been calling him to. In Billy’s own
words, “I tried to run from the call, but knew in
my heart what was to be.”

FEBRUARY 2018

SeniorLink Road Trip - TPAC
The King and I
Wednesday, January 31
Bus leaves the church at 5:30 PM
Tickets required
See page 3 for additional information

FEBRUARY
Combined Brentwood and
Franklin Breakfast Clubs
Thursday, February 1 | 8:30 AM
Cracker Barrel, Cool Springs
*Reservations not required.

SeniorLink Leadership Team
As soon as Billy starts singing, you know his
voice is God-given. It is smooth and unstrained.
Mark the date of February 15th for our SeniorLink
dinner. You will not want to miss this program.

Monday, February 12 | 9:00 AM
Room 2006, Connection Center

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner
Thursday, February 15 | 5:30 PM
Wilson Hall, Cost $9.00
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, February 11
Contact Carolyn Simmons
615.310.9543

Winter Bible Study

Good News Singers
Events for 2018

GOOD NEWS SINGERS
IN 2018
By Tom McMinn
Join us in ministry as we reach out to share
God’s love through music.
Short-term members are welcomed. If you
see a program you would like to be a part of,
then come join us at least six weeks before
the event so you will know the songs. You will
be welcomed.

Friday, February 23 | 5:30 – 8:30 PM
Saturday, February 24 | 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Wilson Hall

Good News Singers Rehearsals

February 13

Wednesdays | 4:00 PM
Choir Room

Men’s Rescue Mission (evening with bus
transportation provided)

LOOKING AHEAD

March 18

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners

Liberty Baptist Church (Sunday Worship)

May 17

March 15, 2018 – The O’Donnells
April 19, 2018 – The Kellys
May 17, 2017 – Good News Singers

Patriotic Program, SeniorLink Dinner
(honoring First Responders in our
community)

May 23
Nashville Veterans Hospital (noon)
Come, be a short-term choir member.
Share God’s love through music.

THE MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes,
Green Peas, Rolls, Pecan Pie,
Water/Tea/Coffee

BULLETIN BOARD
BRANSON, MISSOURI
ADVENTURE UPDATE

HONORING 50TH
ANNIVERSARY COUPLES
Couples who were married in 1968 and who will celebrate
50 years of marriage together in 2018 will be honored this
year at the Celebration of Biblical Marriage event planned
for Thursday, June 21. If you are part of this special group
and have not been notified, please contact Betty Stewart at
aubreyandbetty@charter.net or by phone at 615.614.1070; or
contact Gayle Haywood at ghaywood@brentwoodbaptist.
com or by phone at 615.324.6133. The deadline for contacting

By Tom Vasser

Very few seats remain for our Branson Show Extravaganza.
Betty or Gayle is March 30, but you are encouraged to get in
touch with one of them as soon as possible so you will learn
more about this event.
While this is a ministry of our SeniorLink program, it is a
special event for all adults. You will not want to miss this
campus-wide occasion, so put it on your calendar now.

I DIG DINOSAURS
By Mel Fuller

I really do “dig” dinosaurs, both
educationally and physically. When
I accepted a position as Professor
of Earth Science at the University of
Arkansas-Little Rock in 1974, I took
a field trip to the world’s longest
trackway of dinosaur footprints
near Nashville, Arkansas. The prints
were made by a giant Plesiosaur
during the Jurassic Period of the
Age of Dinosaurs. I immediately
became a dinosaur enthusiast and
began teaching dinosaur classes
to elementary school students and
conducting dinosaur workshops for
teachers. I became a member of THE
DINOSAUR CLUB OF AMERICA.
In 1987 our daughter Alison was a
teacher of hearing-impaired students
in Hermitage, Tennessee. During a
visit to her classroom, we observed the
huge display of dinosaur materials and
displays that she and her students had

made. I contacted several publishers of
materials for teachers about my interest in
dinosaurs, and two companies contracted
with me to write and design workbooks,
activity books and cards and posters for
them. Three of my large dinosaur posters
were used in the movie “Mrs. Doubtfire”
which starred Robin Williams.
As a member of the National Science
Teachers Association, I learned about
the dinosaur field camps near Choteau,
Montana, directed by the world’s leading
paleontologist, Jack Horner. I began
my summer treks to Montana to learn
about the techniques of excavating,
discovering and preserving the fossil
remains of dinosaurs. Dr. Horner had
discovered the fossil remains of a
herd of over 20,000 dinosaurs called
Maiasaura that had been killed millions
of years ago by a volcanic eruption that
covered the nests, juveniles and adults
with a three-foot layer of volcanic ashes.

The first dinosaur egg was discovered at
this site. You can imagine how excited I
was when I discovered a large femur of
Maiasaura on my first dig and had the
experience of helping in the removal of
an entire nest of eggs.
When we moved to Franklin in 2003 I
began teaching dinosaur classes at
the Young Scholars Institute at Liberty
Elementary School and continued
those classes for ten years with over
1000 students, age 7-10. Most of these
students brought with them a wealth
of knowledge about dinosaurs. In every
class the students wanted to know
on the first day when we were going
outside on the playground to “dig for
dinosaurs.” Sadly, I had to explain that
there have been almost no dinosaur
fossils found in Tennessee. I told them
they would have to go to Montana with
me to dig for the real fossils.

Please remember that the balance of your trip must be
paid by the SeniorLink Dinner on February 15, 2018. The
final payment for couples or participants sharing a room
is $520 each person. If you opted for a private room, your
balance is $670. Make the final payment check out to
“Brentwood Baptist Church.”
You may still buy the trip insurance by writing a separate
check made out to “Travel Insured International,” but the
check must be post-dated to the day you paid your down
payment for the trip. For couples or participants sharing a
room, the insurance cost is $45 for each person. For private
room the insurance cost is $69 for the single person.
All final payment checks for the trip and separate checks
for the insurance should be given to Tom or Pearl Vasser, or
placed in the Branson black box behind the main reception
(Helen’s) desk, or mailed to:
Tom Vasser
1032 Waller Road
Brentwood, Tenn. 37027

“THE KING & I”
MUSICAL
PERFORMANCE
By Tom Vasser

The Brentwood Baptist seniors will be attending the
Tennessee Performing Arts Center’s production of The
King and I on Wednesday evening, January 31. The trip
is sold out. If you bought a ticket for this play, here is the
information that you will need to know:
The trip will be by motor coach on Wednesday, January 31.
The bus will leave Brentwood Baptist Church at 5:30 PM
from the vicinity of the Deaf Church parking lot.

DON’T MISS THIS
OPPORTUNITY!
It’s not too early to mark your calendar. Plan
to attend the Winter Bible Study led by Larry
Thrailkill and focusing on the book of 1 Peter.
Everyone is invited to attend.
Dates, times and location:
Friday, February 23 | 5:30-8:30 PM
Saturday, February 24 | 9:00 AM-12:00 PM

On that Wednesday, the church will provide a wonderful
dinner in Wilson Hall beginning at 4:30 for only $5.00
for seniors. We urge you to come early, eat a great
meal and then board our bus by 5:30. Name tags will
be provided.
If you have any questions or concerns, please call
Tom and Pearl Vasser at 615.776.2853.

