
THE YEAR IN REAR VIEW… 

July 4, 1776, December 7, 1941, June 20, 1969, and September 
11, 2001 are dates we will never forget.  On these dates in history, 
an historical, catalytic event occurred.  The trajectory of our nation’s 
existence was significantly impacted by these events. 

January 31, February 13, March 27, June 26, the third Thursday 
each month, and each Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. are ordinary days 
and dates.  While these days and dates may not have been life 
altering or noted as historical events, they were significant in the 
Senior Adult Ministry for each month in 2014 brought Senior Adults 
opportunities for worship, discipleship, service and connection.   

This issue of Windows traditionally recaps the significant events 
from the past year and serves to encourage us to press on to what 
lies ahead in the coming year.  

We began the year by celebrating each Senior Adult’s birthday at 
our January Senior Link Dinner.  Vocalist, Allison Speers, presented 
a concert of praise, showcasing many of her own songs and unique 
arrangements of well know gospel favorites.  Many of our favorite 
guests like the Praise Pickers, The Belles, our Student Orchestra, 
John Schweers and Larry Boone, Loni and Tami Pryce came for 
return engagements.  First time special guests, Jacob Hamlin and 
Billy Hodges also brought inspiring vocal programs.   

February ushered in our Winter Bible Study, led by outstanding 
Bible teacher, Larry Thrailkill.  His Biblical insights on the book of 
Colossians not only provided inspiration, but rich instruction for 
deeper personal growth and discipleship. 

We found ourselves on the road in March as we took a road trip 
to the Music City Center.  In June we took a trip to Huntsville, 
Alabama to join the I Love America Celebration at Whitesburg 
Baptist Church.  Then in October, we visited Fontanel.  These 
excursions to points of interest enhanced our fellowship and gave 
us opportunities to make new friends.   

April brought a shower, but not the kind you might think.  Once 
again we astounded the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home 
with our generosity, by supplying them with a year’s worth of 
paper products for the Brentwood campus.  This outpouring of 
generosity only foreshadowed what our Senior Adults, LIFEGroups 
and other church members would donate in November for our 
Copper Basin mission project. At that time, 1,082 Christmas 
stockings were delivered to Ducktown, along with 28 boxes of 
miscellaneous itesm, $959 in gift and gas cards, and Christmas 
gifts for 62 “adopted” children.   

Several educational opportunities were offered in conjunction with 
Senior DayLink. The Better Business Bureau offered a program on 
avoiding scams.  In May, our local AARP representative conducted 
a Smart Driver Course for Seniors, and the Council on Aging, 
presented a program entitled, Empowering Grandparents.  

June would not be June without our annual Celebration of 
Marriage especially honoring those who are commemorating 50 
years of marriage in 2014.  We recognized Jerry and Liz Clark, 
Ollen and Sarah Crowder, Bob and MaryAnn Dykema, Duane and 
Floy Omark, Leon and Judy Partain, Don and Lorraine Quist, Randy 
and Sandy Robinette, and Walt and Paula Brown for reaching this 
milestone.  

 As the lazy days of summer approached we did not wane, but 
continued ongoing activities such as Senior DayLink, our Breakfast 
Clubs, Women on Mission and monthly Fellowship Dinners.  Our 
Senior Adults volunteered for Vacation Bible School,  as host and 
hostesses for The Tennessee Baptist Convention and prepare 
candles for the Christmas Eve Service.  

In late summer, our Worship Choir Rehearsal area was renovated 
creating a more effective and functional practice space for our 
Worship Choir and the Good News Singers. With delight we have 
watched the Good News Singers’ ministry continue to grow and 
flourish.  They have broadened our choir’s ministry impact in the 
church and community by leading in worship, conducting special 
musical programs and being involved in ministry not only here at 
Brentwood Baptist, but at Set Free Church, The Nashville Rescue 
Mission and The Church at Woodbine.  

During the year we also celebrated the launch of  S.A.L.T. , Senior 
Adults Living Triumphantly, The Church at Station Hill’s Senior Adult 
Ministry.  We have enthusiastically cheered them on  as they held 
a Christmas potluck, a game day brunch, hosted a barbeque, took 
a field trips to the Tennessee State Museum and Carnton House, 
ate lunch at the Old Sphaghetti Factory, and breakfast at Hen Peck 
Market, enjoyed a 50’s night hosted by their Student Ministry, and 
held an accessory exchange. 

The vote affirming the Middle Tennessee Initiative brought us 
additional Senior Adult ministry partners at Woodbine and West 
Franklin.  They, too, are doing much in ministry, service and 
fellowship.  

As a new year begins may we pledge to make 2015 a banner year.  
MTI has opened and will continue to open unlimited opportunities 
for seniors to minister and serve.   May we aspire for greater 
generosity, steadfast faithfulness in ministry and service, increased 
participation in and support of church ministries and programs and 
unfailing devotion to Jesus Christ and His Church.    

No matter which month or time of year, each day is a gift. Make the 
most of it.  Seek to make each day distinctive and life transforming. 
May we without hesitation, affirmatively answer William Arthur 
Ward’s query, “Will someone else’s life be brighter tomorrow 
because of what you have done today?” 
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ADULT MINISTRY

ON THE 
CALENDAR

Our January 15th monthly dinner features 
a trio called “Jordans Shore”. This talented 
trio is a blend of Southern Gospel and 
Contemporary Christian music, in three-
part harmony. They were finalists at the 
2011 National Quartet Convention in 
Louisville, Kentucky, and were invited back 
in 2012 and 2013.

buses and provide our own approved 
drivers. While this first option is more 
economical, we are limited to a total of 
30 passengers. The other option is to 
increase the fare and rent a large bus, with 
the driver provided. Anchor can provide 
a 55-passenger bus and if participation is 
low, we have a much higher rate for those 
participating. If you are aware of other 
transportation options, please add it to 
the list to be circulated on January 15th, or 
contact Jane Houston. 

Looking forward to 2015 and your much 
needed participation as we plan!

As we enter 2015, a fun time is around the 
corner! We have received many suggestions 
and look forward to additional suggestions.  
At our January 15th SeniorLink Fellowship 
dinner, each table will have a list of 
suggested events.  Please review the list 
and add any suggestions you have. Your 
vote is important as decisions are made for 
our four trips in 2015!

Transportation is a concern. We have two 
options. One is to travel on the two church 

This group has been in the gospel and 
Christian music industry for many years.  
They have merged their talents into a new 
collective music ministry that they hope will 
touch the lives of people wherever they go. 

They base their music ministry on 2 
Corinthians 5:20: “We are, therefore, 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making His appeal through us. We implore 
you, therefore, be reconciled to God.”

JORDANS SHORE

WHERE SHOULD WE GO?

By Jim Owens

By Jane Houston and David Bursey

By Gayle Haywood

JANUARY
Combined Brentwood and 
Franklin Breakfast Clubs 
There will be no Breakfast Clubs 
in January

SeniorLink Leadership Team 
Monday, January 12, 9:00 AM 
Room 2008, Connection Center

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner 
Thursday, January 15, 5:30 PM 
Wilson Hall, Cost $8.00 
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, January 11 
Cancellations until January 12 
(Noon) 
Contact Carolyn Simmons   
615.591.9026

Good News Singers rehearsals 
Wednesdays, 4:00 PM 
Choir Room

THE MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER

Chili
Potato bar
Salad bar

Birthday cake/ice cream 
Tea, Coffee, Water

Prizes

CELEBRATING 2015  
BIRTHDAYS FOR ALL



Welcome to 2015! As the Good 
News Singers begin a new year, 
let us share some interesting facts 
about our choir:

- First Rehearsal: Fall, 1997 
(choir has completed 18 years)

- Choir Motto: Proclaim the 
Good News!

- Choir Scripture: Every day in 
the Temple complex, and in 
various homes, they continued 
teaching and proclaiming the 
good news that the Messiah is 
Jesus. Acts 5:42 (HCSB)

- Choir Ministry Statement: 
The GNS ministry of BBC 
seeks to connect 60+ Adults 
(members and community) to 
the Good News of Jesus Christ 
through building relationships, 
providing leadership, 
engaging in worship, enjoying 
fellowship, and giving service. 

Begin the new year by joining us in 
ministry. Invite your friends to be a 
part of this ministry.

Events/dates for the Winter/Spring 
of 2015 will come later.

Do you know who has been calling you each month to assist 
with your Thursday evening SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner 
reservation?  We thought you would like to know about your 
caller and see their photo.  So, be on the lookout each month 
for your caller! 

Caller I.D.
By Carolyn Simmons

Delores Proctor is originally from Hartford, Michigan. She and 
her husband, Willie, moved to Brentwood from Napierville, 
Illinois in 2001. They have three children, five grandchildren 
and one great grandchild. She has been a member of 
Brentwood Baptist since 2002. Her husband is a deacon and 
a past deacon chairman. Delores has been making calls for 
SeniorLink since 2006. Is she your caller?

9:41 AM

mobile
Delores Proctor

FELLOWSHIP

By Shelley Jamieson

Tom Clark (formerly with LifeWay) served as 
a docent for Traveler’s Rest for a number 
of years after his retirement. Using the 
knowledge that he gained from that 
experience, he has written a historical 
novel, Courage for Living. This is a story 
of Harriet Virginia Maxwell, who married 
John Overton II, owner of the Traveler’s 
Rest plantation in South Nashville. Harriet 
was involved in the life of Nashville, but is 

best remembered for her life experiences 
during the Civil War in 1864 and her efforts 
to honor the soldiers who served during 
the war.

Join us at our Thursday, February 12th 
Senior DayLink and hear Tom tell about 
the history of this nearby historic place (off 
of Franklin Road) and about his interesting 
book. We will meet in room 2006 in the 
Connection Center at 10:00 a.m. There will 
also be games and other activities.

2015 WINTER BIBLE STUDY 
By Aubrey Stewart

Larry Thrailkill will teach Deuteronomy: Not an Idle Word. Why 
Deuteronomy, one may ask? Next to Psalms and Isaiah, the New 
Testament alludes to Deuteronomy more than any other Old Testament 
book. Jesus in His temptation quoted Deuteronomy three times against 
Satan.

Plan now to attend the study: Friday, February 27, 6:00-8:30 PM and 
Saturday, February 28, 9:00-11:30 AM. Location will be announced later. 

More images from the trip to Copper Basin.

Bulletin Board
By Glenn Stophel

By Anna Montgomery

On Friday, November 7, a beauti-
ful, fall day, thirty-six of us traveled 
to Ducktown, Tennessee, to deliv-
er the red mesh Christmas stock-
ings and the “Adopt-A-Family” 
children’s gifts to the Copper Ba-
sin Crisis Center, where Southern 
Baptist missionaries Al and Mar-
garet Patterson serve. We had a 
great visit with Margaret. However, 
Al had rotator cuff surgery the day 
before our visit, and was unable to 
be with us.  

It was through the hard work, gen-
erous contributions, and caring by 
many people, that made all of the 
following statistics possible.

We delivered 1,082 filled Christ-
mas stockings and 28 boxes of 
overflow items. The boxes of 

Christmas stockings and overflow 
item together totaled 112 boxes. 
14 LIFE Groups and S.A.L.T. (Senior 
Adults Living Triumphantly) at Sta-
tion Hill Church provided gifts to 62 
children from 20 families.  In addition, 
$959 of $10 gasoline gift cards and 
other funds for gasoline were given 
to the Crisis Center for emergency 
situations.

The bus could not hold everything. 
The luggage compartment was 
packed full, and several of the back 
seats of the bus were filled with gifts. 
Many thanks to Charles Mashburn for 
filling the gap by driving his truck and 
trailer to take 15 bicycles and a tricy-
cle, as part of the gifts to the “Adopt-
A-Family” mission as well as other 
gifts for the children and additional 
boxes of  stockings. 

The LIFE Groups who participate in 
the “Adopt-A-Family” were:  Abiding 
Word; Agape; Barnabas; Early Risers; 
FaithWalk; Fellowship of Faith; From 
Here to Eternity; In His Image; Joy; 
Koinania; Loving God through Serv-
ings Others; Seekers; Serving Life; 
Sonshine. 

In Al and Margaret’s instruction letter 
provided to the families of Copper 
Basin for their children’s 2014 Christ-
mas letters to the Crisis Center was 
this reminder, “Christmas is Christ’s 
Day and it is all about Jesus… All is 
Done for the Honor and Glory of our 
Lord.” 

Indeed! This is what our mission 
to Copper Basis Crisis Center is all 
about!

During November, Jackie and I 
had the privilege of attending a 
weekend conference at the Billy 
Graham Training Center at The 
Cove, during which we enjoyed the 
Bible teaching of Dr. Joe Stowell, 
President of Cornerstone Univer-
sity, and the solitude (no television 
or phones in the rooms — imagine 
that) of the mountain retreat.  Ap-
proaching a New Year, the teach-
ing from the first three chapters of 
Revelation was particularly chal-
lenging. Written during a time of 
great persecution of Christians, 
those chapters contain the let-
ters of Jesus Christ to the seven 
churches of Asia Minor. As then, 
even now we realize that Christian 
brothers and sisters are suffer-
ing persecution, even to death, in 

many countries in our world.  But in 
addition to the physical abuse of the 
first century followers of Jesus, they 
also go through isolation and exclu-
sion from family and friends, from 
the workplace, and from commercial 
transactions.

 Many believe that Christians in the 
United States may soon be, and al-
ready are, being ostracized and mar-
ginalized when they stand for the 
truth that Jesus Christ is  “the Way, 
and the Truth, and the Life,” and that 
the only way to the Father is through 
Him. Living in the here and now, we 
may feel frustrated and threatened 
- but we can, through His strength, 
continue on with eternity in view and 
with a long-term perspective.  One 
writer reminded us that “Yesterday 
is history, tomorrow is a mystery, to-
day is a gift of God, which is why we 
call it the present.”   But instead of 
worrying about tomorrow and what 
it might bring by closing ourselves in 

and refusing to actively engage the 
secular world around us, we need 
to be actively living and telling oth-
ers about the Abundant Life. Doing 
nothing is not an option. As English 
author Neil Gaiman wrote:

“I hope that in this year to come, 
you make mistakes. Because if 
you are making  m i s t a k e s , 
then you are making new things, 
trying new things, learning, liv-
ing, pushing  y o u r s e l f , 
changing yourself, changing 
your world. You’re doing things 
you’ve never  done be-
fore, and more importantly, 
you’re doing something. Make 
new mistakes. Make glorious, 
amazing mistakes nobody’s 
ever made before. Don’t freeze, 
don’t stop, don’t worry that it 
isn’t good enough, or it isn’t 
perfect. Whatever it is you’re 
scared of doing, do it!” 

CHRISTMAS DELIVERY  
TO CRISIS CENTER!
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