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THE VIRTUOUS INTERPRETER 

Skills for Interpreting Scripture  Andreas J. Köstenberger  

 

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION  

"Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth." (1 Timothy 2:15)  

• Present yourself to God  
• As one approved  
• A worker  
• No need to be ashamed  
• Rightly handling  
• The word of truth 

QUESTIONS  

• How should we go about interpreting Scripture?  
• Can just anyone interpret the Bible?  
• Is the Bible clear or confusing?  

CULTIVATING INTERPRETIVE VIRTUES  

• What is hermeneutics?  
• More than following a method, steps, or rules  
• Continuing quest to cultivate a set of interpretive virtues  

 
o  

o  

o  

o  

o  

o  

CLOSING THE GAP(S)  
 

HISTORY  

• The _________________________ Gap  

• The _________________________ Gap  

• The _________________________ Gap  
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LITERATURE  

• The _________________________ Gap  

• The _________________________ Gap  

THEOLOGY  

• The _________________________ Gap  

• The _________________________ Gap  

• The _________________________ Gap  

7 GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

• The _________________________ Principle  

• The _________________________ Principle  

• The _________________________ Principle  

• The _________________________ Principle  

• The _________________________ Principle  

• The _________________________ Principle  

• The _________________________ Principle 

THE METHOD: INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY  

•  

•  

•  

•  

THE FRAMEWORK: THE HERMENEUTICAL TRIAD  

•  

•  

•  
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CASE STUDY: 
1 PETER 3:1-7  

3 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they 
may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure 
conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, 
or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the 
imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. 5 For this is how 
the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6as 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear 
anything that is frightening.  

7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the 
weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be 
hindered.  

DISCUSSION QUESTION: What are your observations/interpretations/applications of the following?  

 •  HISTORY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 •  LITERATURE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 •  THEOLOGY  
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OUTLINE OF 1 PETER 3:1-7 

"HONOR EACH OTHER IN THE FEAR OF GOD" 

 

3 Likewise, wives,  

be subject to your own husbands,  

so that  

even if some do not obey the word,  

they may be won without a word  

by the conduct of their wives,  

2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct.  

3 Do not let your adorning be external— 

the braiding of hair and  

the putting on of gold jewelry, or  
the clothing you wear— 

4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart  

with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,  

which in God's sight is very precious.  

5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves,  

by submitting to their own husbands,  

6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham,  

calling him lord.  

And you are her children,  

if you do good and  

do not fear anything that is frightening.  

7 Likewise, husbands,  

live with your wives in an understanding way,  

showing honor to the woman  

as the weaker vessel,  

since they are heirs with you of the grace of life,  

so that your prayers may not be hindered.  


