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SESSiON 1  8:30-9:30 aM

  Why is biblical interpretation important?  

SESSiON 2  9:40-10:40 aM

  What is my goal when i’m reading the Bible?  

SESSiON 3  10:50-11:45 aM

  How do i understand different types of 
  literature in the Bible?  

*Ten minutes will be allotted for questions or comments at the end of each session.

Schedule
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Why is biblical interpretation important?  

1.            says biblical interpretation is important.

  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

  —2 Timothy 2:15 (NiV)
 
  15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul 

also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all 
his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are 
hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other 
Scriptures, to their own destruction.

  —2 Peter 3:15-16 (NiV)

  1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  
2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him 
and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

  4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’”

  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is 
written: ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”

  7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

  8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow 
down and worship me.”

  10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.’”

  11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
  —Matthew 4:1-11 (NiV)

2.   The        is trying to reinterpret the Bible in its own image.

  4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who 
is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and  
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therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them.
  —1 John 4:4-5 (NiV)

  24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and 
formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

  27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your 
field? Where then did the weeds come from?’

  28 “An enemy did this,” he replied.

  “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’”

  29 “No,” he answered, “because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the 
wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the 
harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather 
the wheat and bring it into my barn.”

  —Matthew 13:24-30 (NiV)

  36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”

  37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is 
the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are 
the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest 
is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

  40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom 
everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous 
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.

  —Matthew 13:36-43 (NiV)

3.    Bible-believing Christians and      sometimes distort 
       the Scripture.

  10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving 
there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more 
noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great 
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.

  —acts 17:10-11 (NiV)

   Example from a Baptist State Paper:
   – Memorize this Scripture: “Every man did that which was right in his own eyes”  
      (Judges 21:25).
   – Pray this Prayer: “lord, help me to realize other people have ideas and  
    feelings also.”
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    Example from parenting seminar:
    4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to  
    Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of  
    David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to  
    him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the  
    baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in  
    cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available  
    for them. 
    —luke 2:4-7 (NiV)

    5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight  
    and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived  
    on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from  
    within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in  
    bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’?
    —luke 11:5-7 (ESV)

    Example from a sermon:
    12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of  
    Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went  
    upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter,  
    John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew;  
    James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They  
    all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the  
    mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

    15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about  
    a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to  
    be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning  
    Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our  
    number and shared in our ministry.” 

    18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there  
    he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone  
    in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language  
    Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 

    20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: ‘May his place be deserted;  
    let there be no one to dwell in it,’ and, ‘May another take his place of leadership.’ 

    21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the  
    whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism  
    to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a  
    witness with us of his resurrection.” 

    23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus)  
    and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us  
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    which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which  
    Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to  
    Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 
    —acts 1:12-26 (NiV)

    Example from children’s literature:
    – Genesis 37:3

4.  The Bible is      . We want that powerful, 
  saving word delivered in all its purity.

  10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but 
water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread 
to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return 
to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it.

  —isaiah 55:10-11 (ESV)

  Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in 
pieces?

  —Jeremiah 23:29 (ESV)

Questions?
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What is my goal when i’m reading the Bible?

Goal #1: to be faithful       conscious intent.

interpret: Faithfully convey the meaning of the inspired authors of Scripture.

Stein’s definitions (modified):
 Meaning: “The paradigm or principle that the author consciously willed to convey by  
 the shareable symbols [i.e., writing] he or she used.”1

 implication: “Those sub-meanings of a text that legitimately fall within the paradigm  
 or principle willed by the author, whether he or she was aware of them or not.”2 

 Response: “how the reader responds to the willed meaning of the author.”3 upon  
 being confronted with these implications, the modern-day reader/hearer will then  
 respond with acceptance (obedience) or rejection (disobedience).

 Subject Matter: “The content or ‘stuff’ talked about in the text” (that is, the textual  
 details in and of themselves without reference to their use in conveying the author’s  
 meaning).4

our goal in interpretation is to be bound by the original inspired author’s meaning, 
faithfully conveying modern-day implications for ourselves and those we teach.

 Proverbs 11:1

 Ephesians 5:18

Rodeo picture. The interpreter’s job is to hang onto the Scripture and go wherever it 
takes you.  if you’re in the rodeo ring and you’re not on a bull, you’re a clown.

Goal #2: While focusing on a specific text, we must never lose the unity and   
          of Scripture.  Every text is just one piece in a finished puzzle 
that shows us the love of God in Jesus christ

(vertical and horizontal come together to make a cross)

SESSION 2
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Read each portion of scripture as a chapter that is part of a completed book.

1. The Person and saving work of      .

 You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life.  
 These are the very Scriptures that testify about me.
 —John 5:39 (NiV)

 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in  
 all the Scriptures concerning himself.
 —luke 24:27 (NiV)

Painting of luther. With one hand on the Scripture (always making our point from the 
words of the inspired text), we must direct our gaze and the gaze of those we teach  
to christ.

From the outset, the Bible establishes that though God created a perfect world, humans 
destroyed that perfection through their rebellion (Genesis 1–3). only through the 
promised Messiah (christ) would the creation be restored to perfect communion with 
its creator (Gen. 3:15). 

The storyline of the Bible reveals: 
	 •	 the	need	for	Jesus
	 •	 the	promise	of	Jesus
	 •	 the	anticipation	of	Jesus
	 •	 the	incarnation/arrival	of	Jesus
	 •	 the	teachings	of	Jesus
	 •	 the	crucifixion	of	Jesus
	 •	 the	resurrection	of	Jesus
	 •	 the	ascension	of	Jesus
	 •	 the	promised	return	of	Jesus
	 •	how	Jesus’	followers	should	live	as	they	await	his	return

2. Promise –         

 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to  
 abolish them but to fulfill them.
 —Matthew 5:17 (NiV)

 12 And from the time John the Baptist began preaching until now, the Kingdom of  
 Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and violent people are attacking it. 13 For before  
 John came, all the prophets and the law of Moses looked forward to this present time.
 —Matthew 11:12-13 (NlT)

3. Kingdom Anticipated – Kingdom inaugurated – Kingdom    

 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and  
 believe the good news!”
 —Mark 1:15 (NiV)
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                            The Kingdom of God in the Bible5

 KiNGdoM STaGES BiBlical/hiSToRical PERiod

 The Pattern of the Kingdom Genesis 1–2
 
 The Perished Kingdom Genesis 3

 The Promised Kingdom Genesis 12:1–3

 The Partial Kingdom Genesis 12–2 chronicles (Patriarchs, 
  Exodus, law, conquest, Monarchy)

 The Prophesied Kingdom Ezra–Malachi

 The Present Kingdom The Gospels (the birth, life, death 
  and resurrection of christ)

 The Proclaimed Kingdom acts–Revelation

 The Perfected Kingdom inaugurated at Jesus’ 
  Second coming

4.  Old Covenant –     

a covenant establishes the basis of a relationship and the expectations of the parties 
involved, as well as consequences for not meeting those expectations.

 31 “Behold, days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with  
 the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made  
 with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the  
 land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the  
 LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those  
 days, declares the LORD: I will put My law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.  
 And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one  
 teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all  
 know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive  
 their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
 —Jeremiah 31:31-34 (ESV)

 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant  
 in my blood, which is poured out for you.”
 —luke 22:20 (NiV)

5.  Law –         

 23 Before the way of faith in Christ was available to us, we were placed under guard  
 by the law. We were kept in protective custody, so to speak, until the way of faith  
 was revealed. 24 Let me put it another way. The law was our guardian until Christ came;  
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 it protected us  until we could be made right with God through faith. 25 And now that  
 the way of faith has come, we no longer need the law as our guardian.
 —Galatians 3:23-25 (NlT)

 The law says, “do this, and you will live.”
 The gospel says, “it is done. Now, live.”6

Questions?
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How do i understand different types of literature in the Bible?

Genre –         

understanding genre in our time and culture. 

Genres of literature in the Bible
	 •	Historical	narrative
	 •	Prophecy
	 •	Apocalyptic	literature
	 •	Poetry
	 •	Psalms
	 •	Proverbs
	 •	Parables
	 •	 Letters
	 •	Genealogies
	 •	Covenants
	 •	Etc.

Guidelines for interpreting historical narrative:

	 •	Context

	 •	          

	 •	Thematic	Statements

	 •	Repetition

	 •	          

See worksheets at end of notes.

John 13:1-17

2 Chronicles 7:1-10

SESSION 3
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Guidelines for interpreting parables:

1. determine the main point(s) of the parable. There will usually be as many points as  
 there are        .
	 •	Who	are	the	main	characters?
	 •	What	occurs	at	the	end?
	 •	What	occurs	in	direct	discourse	(quotation	marks)?
	 •	Who/what	gets	the	most	space?

2. Recognize stock imagery in the parable:

STOCK iMAGE SiGNiFiCANCE ExAMPLE

Father God luke 15:11–32

Master God Mark 12:1–11

Judge God luke 18:1–8

Shepherd God Matt. 18:12–14

King God Matt. 18:23–35

Son israel, a follower of God luke 15:11–32

Vineyard israel Matt. 21:33–41

Vine israel or God’s People John 15:5

Fig Tree israel Mark 11:13

Sheep God’s people Matt. 25:31–46

Servant Follower of God Matt. 25:14–30

Enemy The devil Matt. 13:24–30

harvest Judgment Matt. 13:24–30 

Wedding Feast Messianic banquet,  Matt. 25:1–13
     the coming age

3. Note striking and unexpected details.

4. don’t press all details for meaning.

5. Pay attention to the       of the parable.

See worksheets at end of notes.

Luke 10:25-37

Luke 15:11-32
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Text:

Genre identification:

literary context:

historical/cultural context:

Where	does	this	text	fit	in	the	overall	structure	of	divine	revelation?
	 •	How	does	the	text	point	to	Christ?
	 •	Promise-Fulfillment
	 •	Kingdom	Anticipated-Kingdom	Inaugurated-Kingdom	Consummated
	 •	Old	Covenant-New	Covenant
	 •	 Law-Gospel

interpretation (Statement of Meaning):

Modern-day implications:

Biblical Interpretation
Worksheet for Biblical Text
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1.  Robert h. Stein, “The Benefits of an author-oriented approach to hermeneutics,”  
  JETS 44, No. 3 (2001): 457.
2.  iBid., 458.
3.  iBid., 460.
4.  iBid., 461.
5.  Vaughan Roberts, God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible (downers  
  Grove, il: interVarsity, 2002), 157.
6.  luther writes: “i must harken to the gospel, which teacheth me, not what i ought to  
  do (for that is the proper office of the law), but what Jesus christ the Son of God  
  hath done for me: to wit, that he suffered and died to deliver me from sin and death”  
  (Martin luther, A Commentary on St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians [londond: James  
  clarke, 1953], 101).
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