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Families, this guide is a family devotional that spans from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. 
Preschool and Children’s Ministers from every Brentwood Baptist campus collaborated 
to produce this Holy Week guide so each daily devotion will be unique with Bible study, 
talking points, and family activities. 

In Deuteronomy 6:4-9, there is a charge given to be intentional with your children in discussing what 
it means to love God with all you are and in all areas of life. We have put the Holy Week Family Guide 
together with this charge in mind. Whether you’re on your way to the grocery store, on the way home 
from school, or sitting at home together as a family, our hope is to help you see and take advantage 
of these moments this week as a family.

Easter is the most important celebration of the year for those who believe in Jesus. It’s when we 
focus on what Jesus did for all people by giving His life on the cross so that we may have eternal life 
through Him!

Supplies Needed 
for Activities
• refrigerated cookie dough, knife 

or scissors, foil, cookie sheet, 
cooking spray

• household furniture, laundry 
baskets, blankets or table 
cloths, coins

• cardstock, markers or crayons

• paper, markers, crayons  
or colored pencils

• pail or basin, water, soap

• two pieces of wood, nails, 
hammer, paper

• Bible, paper, markers, pens  
or pencils

• ingredients for your favorite 
cake, relighting candles

How to Use the 
Devotion Guide
Scripture Readings — READ God’s Word
• Each of the New Testament Gospels records 

the events surrounding Easter. Some details are 
located in all four books: Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John, other details may only be recorded in one 
or two of the Gospels. The Scripture passages for 
each of the Holy Week events is listed with the 
daily devotions.

• You’re encouraged to read all of the Scripture 
passages as a family so you can talk about the 
difference between the biblical writers and to learn 
more information about each event during Holy 
Week.

Talk Points — DISCUSS as a family
• A few questions are listed after each devotion to 

get you talking as a family about that day’s story.

• Allow children to answer first, but then set an 
example by giving your own answers as well.

• These “talk points” can happen during your 
devotion time or throughout the day as you spend 
time together as a family.

Family Activities — DO
• Family activity suggestions are given as another 

way to think about and remember the Easter 
story. Should you choose to do these activities, a 
list of the supplies needed can be found at the top 
of each activity.

• It would be a good idea to read ahead and prepare 
for the activities in advance. The activities are 
meant to reinforce learning about the story and 
can be done at any time throughout the day.

He Is Alive!
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Palm Sunday: Triumphal Entry
Matthew 21:1-10; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-40; John 12:12-19

Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and 
others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading 
them on the road. Then the crowds who went ahead of 
Him and those who followed kept shouting:

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! He who comes in  
 the name of the Lord is the blessed One! Hosanna  
 in the highest heaven!”

When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, 
saying, “Who is this?”    
—Matthew 21:8-10

It was the time of year for the Israelites to celebrate Passover. Thousands of Israelites had 
traveled to Jerusalem to remember how God had rescued His people from slavery in Egypt. 

Because of Jesus’ miracles, including recently raising Lazarus from the dead, there was a lot of 
discussion about this man from Galilee named Jesus. During the week of Passover, there were 
many people wondering if Jesus would attend the festival in Jerusalem (John 11:56). When the 
people realized that He had come to Jerusalem, they eagerly lined the streets and covered the 
ground with their cloaks and waved palm branches to praise the King. 

As Jesus rode the donkey through the streets, people waved their palm branches shouting 
“Hosanna!” which means “Please save” or “Save now.” Imagine what it would have been like 
to be standing on the city streets of Jerusalem with thousands of people as Jesus rode by on a 
donkey. What was it about Jesus, the one true King, that was different than other earthly kings? 
How would you expect a king to ride into a big city? 

The Israelites had long awaited a King, and Jesus was the Messiah spoken about by the prophet 
Zechariah: “Look, your King is coming to you; He is righteous and victorious, humble and riding 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). Jesus’ Triumphal Entry was the 
fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy of the Messiah!

The Israelites celebrated Jesus coming as King. Have family members each share their favorite 
way to celebrate a special occasion or event. Talk about how your family will celebrate Easter 
this week. Remember that because of Easter—Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection—we have a 
reason to celebrate every day.

Talk Points
• Why were Jesus and His disciples going to Jerusalem? (to celebrate Passover) 
• On what type of animal did Jesus ride into Jerusalem? (a donkey; Matt. 21:7; Mark 11:7; Luke 

19:35; John 12:14) 
• What did the people say when Jesus rode into the city? (Hosanna; Matt. 21:9; Mark 11:9; John 12:13) 
• What did the people lay down in the streets as Jesus rode into the city? (cloaks and palm 

branches; Matthew 21:8)
• Who saves us from our sin? (only Jesus saves us from sin; John 3:16; John 14:6)

Family Activities
• Supplies: refrigerated cookie dough, knife or scissors, foil, cookie sheet, cooking spray
• Make Palm Leaf Cookies (read Mark 11:1-11 aloud before you begin).
• Cut refrigerated cookie dough into 2 X 1/2-inch strips. Place aluminum foil on a cookie sheet 

and spray it with nonstick cooking spray.
• Roll the cookie strips and shape them into an outline of a palm leaf on the foil. 
• Bake at 375 degrees for about eight minutes.
• Once cookies are out of oven, use green icing to color the cookie like a palm leaf. 
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Cleansing of the Temple
Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-48

And He began to teach and say to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all the nations?’ But you have made it a robber’s den.”  
 —Mark 11:17

Jesus arrived in Jerusalem when the city was preparing for the Passover celebration—a very 
important festival. After entering the city, Jesus went to the temple, which was the place people 
came to worship God. 

But when He got there, He didn’t find a holy place of worship—He found a mess! Animals and 
tables were everywhere. The leaders at the temple had allowed it to become like a store, where 
people could buy and sell animals in order to make money. 

Jesus became angry when He saw this! Not only because the temple is supposed to be a holy 
place, but also because the people in charge were making money from people who should have 
been praying and worshiping.

Because the time was close to Passover, many families would have been preparing for that 
festival—and there would be several things they needed to buy. The religious leaders were using 
the temple as a place to sell some of those items and make money, instead of keeping the temple 
holy and encouraging people to worship there. 

Jesus turned over all their tables, scattered the items they were selling, and made them stop. He 
reminded them that the temple was supposed to be a house for God—not a place for making 
money.

Talk Points
• These verses tell us that Jesus got angry. He got angry because people were doing bad things 

that weren’t honoring God. Have you ever gotten angry when you’ve seen someone doing 
something wrong?

• What are some ways that you worship God and focus on Him together, as a family? Is there 
a particular place you go to celebrate how good God is?

Family Activity
• Supplies: household furniture, laundry baskets, blankets or table cloths, coins
• Move furniture or use pillows or chairs to make four “walls.” Make sure it is big enough to fit 

everyone! Then sit inside the “temple.” Make a table out of a laundry basket for each child. 
Put a blanket or table cloth on it. Place the coins on the table (top of the laundry basket). Read 
Mark 11:15-16.

• Let each child turn over their “table” (or take turns). Have fun making a mess with your children! 
Read Mark 11:17.

• As you clean up your mess, remind them that Jesus cleaned up the temple because He loved 
God and wanted others to respect God. 
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A Woman Anoints Jesus
Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-8

But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you bother her? She has 
done a good deed to Me. For you always have the poor with 
you, and whenever you wish, you can do good to them; but you 
do not always have Me. She has done what she could; she has 
anointed My body beforehand for the burial.”
—Mark 14:6-8

Do you have a favorite story, one that you don’t mind hearing over and over? Jesus had favorite 
stories too. Today’s story is one that Jesus said would be told all over the world, wherever the 
gospel was preached (Matthew 26:13). Jesus wanted everyone to know this story and remember 
this woman who did a great thing. 

What was the great thing that this woman did? When Jesus was at a man named Simon’s house, 
she came in and poured very expensive perfume on Him. It was worth as much money as most 
people make in a whole year. It sounds like a very strange thing to do today, but in Jesus’ time, 
it was way of worshiping Him and showing that He was worth everything. 

Some of Jesus’ disciples argued that the perfume should have been sold and the money given 
to the poor. That sounds like a good idea, right? Many of you probably would have agreed with 
the disciples. Worshiping Jesus, however, especially while He was there in person, was an even 
better choice. We can do a lot of good things for Jesus, but every good thing we do should come 
from first loving Him with our whole hearts. 

Talk Points
• What do you do to show people 

how much they mean to you?
• What could you do to show Jesus 

that He means everything to you? 
• Do you love Jesus with your 

whole heart?

Family Activity
• Supplies: cardstock, markers,  

or crayons
• Write a letter or make a card or 

special gift for someone. Give it 
to them and let them know how 
much they mean to you.
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The Plot to Kill Jesus
Matthew 26:1-5,14-16; Mark 14:1-2,10-11; 
Luke 22:1-6; John 11:45-57

Then one of the Twelve—the man called Judas Iscariot—went 
to the chief priets and said, “What are you willing to give me 
if I hand Him over to you?” So they weighed out 30 pieces 
of silver for him. And from that time he started looking for a 
good opporutnity to betray Him.
—Matthew 26:14-16

When you read the Scripture passages for today, you will find that each of the four Gospels tells 
the story of the plot to kill Jesus. The chief priests, teachers of the law and elders all wanted to 
find a reason to quiet Jesus even if that meant killing Him. They all agreed as they met in the 
palace of the high priest that something needed to be done to quiet Jesus. 

As we know, more and more people were becoming followers of Jesus Christ. Because of this, the 
officials did not want to interfere with the celebration during the Holy Days for fear the people 
would harm them; they feared people more than they feared God. So, the plan for Judas to 
betray Jesus fit their desire to capture Jesus. 

Judas went to them and asked, “What will you give me?” The leaders made no request of Judas, 
he came to them. He said he would deliver Jesus to them. They couldn’t believe that one of Jesus’ 
friends (disciples) would want to harm Him.

The temple officials offered Judas thirty pieces of silver for helping them arrest Jesus. That was 
the price of a slave. Judas agreed and took the thirty silver pieces.

Talk Points
• The chief priests tried to control what people believed about Jesus, but He was stronger. How 

can you be strong in your belief about Jesus?
• Jesus was turned in to the chief priests by his friend, Judas. Can you imagine how Jesus felt 

to be betrayed by His friend?

Family Activity
• Supplies: paper, markers, crayons, or colored pencils
• Ask your child to write a “Thank You Prayer” that tells God “thank you” for sending His  

Son, Jesus.
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Maundy Thursday  |  The Last Supper
Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-23

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the 
Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and 
John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to each 
the Passover.”
—Luke 22:7-8

The triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The cleansing of the temple. The teaching and the miracles. 
Through all of these, Jesus displayed His power and the faith of the disciples continued to grow 
stronger. 

Now, on this fifth day of the week came the most special moment of all—the Passover meal 
with just the twelve disciples and Jesus. While they were eating the meal together, He told them 
about His love for them, even kneeling before them to wash their travel-weary feet. At this point, 
whatever doubt or disbelief they had in who Jesus was or His power should have been erased. 
They could face anything. 

Maundy Thursday relates to times in our lives when our faith feels weakened. Surrounded by His 
love, we should never doubt Jesus, and that’s why Thursday is a hard day during Holy Week. 
Because when the test comes, we sometimes fail. Before the sun came up that next morning 
Jesus’ friend and disciple, Peter, stated that he’d never heard of Jesus. Maundy Thursday 
represents our failures too—the ones that follow our moments of faith. Have you ever made a 
promise and then broken it? When we let God down and ourselves down, we are left feeling sad 
and frustrated, and we often make others feel sad as well. 

At the same time, however, Thursday is also the most hopeful part of our Holy Week. Because at 
last we are truly on the road to the resurrection. We have learned better than to place our trust 
in ourselves. “I tell you, Peter,” Jesus replied to Peter’s confident boast, “the rooster will not crow 
this day, until you three times deny that you know me” (Luke 22:34).

Jesus spoke these words to Peter not in a mean or harsh way. Jesus knew that on the day after 
the resurrection Peter would completely understand—and that His work on the cross would create 
the pathway back to Him. 

Talk Points
• Do you think it was difficult for Jesus to wash the disciples’ feet, when He knew one of them 

would betray Him? Would you do something nice for someone who has not been nice to you? 
• What are some ways we can have stronger faith in Jesus? 
• Talk about how it feels to have someone break a promise, and discuss how Jesus never breaks 

His promises. 

Family Activity
• Supplies: pail or basin, water, soap
• When you are reading through this devotion with your family, have soap and water ready and 

wash each other’s feet afterward. Talk about why this particular act is so important. 
• Have a special meal together as a family. Turn off all electronics and just have conversation 

together. Jesus shared the Passover meal with His disciples because He had things to 
teach them before His death and resurrection. In the same way, the family meal can build 
relationships within your household, and you will learn things from each other. 
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Good Friday  |  The Day Jesus Died
Matthew 27:1-56; Mark 15:1-41; Luke 22:63–23:49; John 18:28–19:37

When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, 
one on the right and the other on the left. But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing.”
—Luke 23:33-34a

And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands, I commit my spirit.” 
Having said this, He breathed His last.
—Luke 23:46

The day that Jesus was nailed to the cross was a dark moment in history. His death, called a 
crucifixion, was extremely painful. The soldiers used large nails to nail Jesus’ hands and feet to 
a large cross made of wood. 

The soldiers who were responsible for watching Jesus showed no compassion. They mocked 
Him and made Him wear a crown made of thorns, beat Him with a stick, and even spit on Him. 
While hanging on the cross, they continued to mock Him and played a game to see who would 
keep His clothes. When Jesus was thirsty they would not give Him water but made Him drink 
vinegar instead.

While the soldiers were treating Jesus with no respect, the crowds passing by were not much 
better. They teased Jesus and mocked Him, yelling things at Him like, “Ha! Look at you now!” 
and “He saved others, but He can’t save Himself.”

While many mocked and teased Jesus, those that knew Him best watched from afar, including 
his mother Mary, Mary Magdalene, and Salome. They could do nothing to stop what was 
happening, and I am sure it upset them to watch people be so disrespectful to Jesus. 

Jesus was in a great amount of pain that day and had many hurtful things yelled at Him. 
Despite all the pain, Jesus asked God to forgive all the people that were being so awful to Him. 
He made the choice to stay on the cross even though He could have easily come down because 
of how powerful He is. Jesus loves us so much that He stayed on the cross and died so that all 
our sins would be forgiven. 

Jesus was sinless and did no wrong. He took all the punishment for us, He died for you and me 
so that we might live and be completely forgiven of our sins. 

Talk Points
• There were terrible things that happened to Jesus that day. Why do you think we call it  

Good Friday?
• How does it make you feel when you think about what Jesus did for you? 
• How do you think Jesus’ friends and family felt that day?

Family Activity
• Supplies needed: two pieces of wood, nails, hammer, paper
• Make a cross using the two pieces of wood. Have each family member write out a sin that 

they are thankful Jesus has forgiven them for. Older children and adults may want to fold the 
paper up for privacy, younger children can just write the word sin. After the papers are filled 
out, with parent supervision, each person nails their paper to the cross. When the papers are 
on the cross, place the cross in a visible spot to remind your family of what Jesus did for us.
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Resting & Waiting…
Matthew 27:57-65; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56

And he took (the body of Jesus) down and wrapped it 
in a linen cloth, and laid Him in a tomb cut into the rock, 
where no one had ever lain.
—Luke 23:53

And on the Sabbath they rested according to the 
commandment.
—Luke 23:56b

You are in bumper to bumper traffic, and you have somewhere to be in a hurry! Unfortunately, 
you are not going anywhere fast. You’re at your favorite restaurant, and you’re so hungry that 
your stomach is growling. Then you find out you have a 45-minute wait. The next grade, the next 
birthday, the next holiday….waiting is hard work, and unfortunately, we all have to do it.

Jesus’ followers knew about waiting. When we pick up in today’s passages, we have already walked 
through the crowds worshiping, crying “Hosanna!” and welcoming Jesus the King. We have seen the 
righteous wrath of the Son of God as He cleared the temple of those who would seek to violate its 
true purpose. We have journeyed into the home of Simon the leper and watched the sinful woman 
anoint Jesus’ feet. We have listened to evil men scheme about how they will kill the Messiah. We 
could almost feel the tension as Jesus ate His last dinner with His closest friends and told them that 
He was about to be betrayed. We have walked the streets of Jerusalem, up the hill to Golgotha, 
and we have watched them crucify the Savior of the world. And now, with the disciples, we wait.

We can imagine that this time of waiting was not an easy time for those closest to Jesus. The 
person that many had given up years of their lives to follow, their friend, and the one they thought 
would be King was now lying dead in the tomb. The world was waiting to see what would happen, 
and true to His character, God was at work behind the scenes. 

Matthew 27:57 tells us the story of a rich man from Arimathea who received permission to bury 
Jesus in a grave that he owned. At first glance this seems like an insignificant verse, but in Isaiah 
53:9 we read “He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death.” Seven 
hundred years before the death of Christ Isaiah prophesied what would happen while Jesus was in 
the tomb, and while everyone close to Him was waiting. Not only does this seemingly insignificant 
verse point us to the sovereignty of God, but also to the truth—that while the world looks the 
darkest, while we are waiting, while Jesus is in the tomb—God was at work! We know where this 
journey to the cross ends—at the resurrection. And we know that every step along the way was 
planned and purposed for the fulfillment of prophesy, even the waiting time.

And so, what do we do when life is hard? When we have prayed for an answer and we don’t get 
the answer that we are expecting? We wait, knowing that God is sovereign and in control. We wait, 
trusting that our Father is good and is at work. We wait…for the resurrection!

Talk Points
• As a family, discuss the times that you have had to wait on God. As you are remembering 

those times, spend some time recalling how God was at work in spite of the circumstances. 
• As Christians, most of us celebrate our day of rest on Sunday—but not everyone! When does 

your family celebrate a day of rest? What kinds of things does your family do to relax together?
• If you were one of Jesus’ disciples, would you believe that Jesus was going to be raised from 

the dead? Or would you be afraid He was gone forever?

Family Activity
• Supplies: Bible, paper, markers, pens, or pencils
• Read Psalm 27:14, Psalm 37:7, Psalm 5:3.
• Each family member can draw a picture or write down something that they are waiting for.
• Write somewhere on the picture, “Wait for the Lord; be strong and courageous. Wait for the 

Lord.” (Psalm 27:14). Then, hang it somewhere you can see it each day.
• Remember that God always fulfills His promises even when we have to wait!
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Jesus is Risen!
Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came 
to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 
And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but 
when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two 
men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing; and 
as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 
ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living 
One among the dead? He is not here, but He has risen.”
—Luke 24:1-6a

It is Easter! It is Resurrection Sunday! No matter what your 
family calls this day or what your traditions may be, today we 
celebrate that Jesus is still alive! He is risen!

Can you imagine what was going through the minds of the women who were walking to the tomb 
to place the spices on Jesus’ body to finalize His burial? For two long days, they thought the 
Messiah was dead and that they would never see Him again. They were in a state of mourning 
and shock.

As they approached the tomb, the grief and sorrow changed to confusion and fear. The stone 
was rolled away, and the tomb was empty. His body was not there. What had happened? How 
could this happen? They immediately thought someone had stolen the body of Jesus, and they 
became afraid. And while they were standing there in the tomb, two angels appeared asking, 
“Why are you looking for someone who is alive among the dead?” Their fear turned to joy as 
they realized that He had been resurrected! 

Today we find joy that Jesus is alive and He paid the price for our sins. We can have a personal 
relationship with Him because Jesus defeated death and is our salvation! If we believe in Him, 
He has promised us that we can live with Him forever. 

Talk Points
• What do you think your emotions would have been if you had been there?
• How has Jesus changed your life?
• Who can you tell about this story?

Family Activity
• Supplies needed: ingredients for your favorite cake, relighting candles
• To celebrate Easter, place relighting candles on top of your baked cake and try to blow them 

out. These candles represent that the light of Jesus cannot be blown out. 



July 15-18
Bethel University  |  McKenzie, TN

$225 (5th Grade Participant) 
$125 (Adult Participant)

June 23-28
Jackson, TN

Grades 3-5 (completed)
Cost $250

Register online at 
BrentwoodBaptist.com/children

Register online at 
BrentwoodBaptist.com/children

Register online: BrentwoodBaptist.com/vbs

JUNE 10-14
Station Hill

9:00 AM-12:00 PM  |  Age 5-Grade 5  |  Free!

JUNE 10-14
Brentwood & Harpeth Heights

9:00 AM-12:15 PM  |  Age 5-Grade 5  |  Free!

JUNE 17-21 
West Franklin  |  9:00 AM-12:15 PM  |  Age 5-Grade 5  |  Free!

JUNE 18-20
Woodbine  |  Sports Camp  |  9:00 AM-12:15 PM  |  Age 4-Grade 5  |  Free!

JUNE 24-28
Lockeland Springs  |  Barefoot Republic  |  PreK-Grade 5  |  $250

COMING THIS SUMMER!



Wednesday, April 17

A SILENT SERVICE
West Franklin Campus  |  6:00 PM

HOLY WEEK EXPERIENCE SERVICE
Station Hill Campus  |  6:30-7:45 PM  |  Lord’s Supper

Thursday, April 18

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
Avenue South Campus  |  6:00-7:30 PM

Brentwood Campus  |  6:30-8:00 PM  |  Baskin Chapel
Lockeland Springs Campus  |  7:00-8:30 PM

Woodbine Campus  |  6:30-8:00 PM
A “come and go” service that allows you to partake of the  
Lord’s Supper and experience some quiet meditation time  

reflecting on all that Holy Week represents.

Friday, April 19

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
Harpeth Heights Campus  |  6:30-7:30 PM

Station Hill Campus  |  7:00-8:00 PM
A brief, reflective worship experience focusing on the crucifixion of Christ.

Sunday, April 21

COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT
Lockeland Springs Campus  |  9:00 AM

CHURCH BRUNCH
Deaf Church  |  Brentwood Campus  |  9:30 AM

All-Church  |  Woodbine Campus  |  9:30 AM

Please join us for worship on Easter Sunday!  Learn more at EasterTN.com

HOLY WEEK &  
EASTER ACTIVITIES  

(ALL CAMPUSES)


