
As you prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth, we encourage you to make a 
nativity scene with your family as you read these devotions written by 
pastors and ministers at each of our campuses. You can use your existing 
nativity scene and add the pieces with each devotion or create your own 
as simple as creating a paper drawing. Directions are available online at 
BrentwoodBaptist.com/advent2017.
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Week 4: December 24-30

WEEKEND
Star in the East   |   Scripture Readings: Matthew 2:1-2
By Doug Jones, Campus & Teaching Pastor, The Church at Woodbine

“’Where is He who has been born Kings of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come 
to worship Him.’” —Matthew 2:2

For the past few weeks we’ve been celebrating Advent, preparing our hearts as we joyfully prepare 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Well, the wait is almost over. Christmas is upon us! Are you ready? 
Have you prepared your heart to worship the birth of our King?

As your family reads Matthew 2:1-2 today, notice it says several “wise men” from the east traveled 
to Jerusalem, “to worship the King of the Jews.” How long do you think it took them to travel to 
Jerusalem? What do you think they were thinking and talking about on the way? What challenges 
do you think they faced in the desert? The heat and cold, the wind and sand, the lack of water, and 
the threat of being robbed or attacked by bandits were just some of the challenges they faced. 
However, in spite of these dangers, I believe they were filled with joy and excitement as they thought 
about meeting the newborn King. Why? Because they had seen “His star.” Every night they saw the 
star in the night sky, guiding them, leading them, and reassuring them that the Messiah had come. 
And even though they had to travel for months, they would one day meet the King.

Matthew 2:1, says that the wise men arrived “unexpectedly in Jerusalem.” What do you think that 
means? I believe it means that no one was expecting to see the wise men because no one was 
expecting the birth of the Messiah. No one was looking for Him, and no one was paying attention 
to the promises that God gave in His Word. Had no one else noticed “the star” and asked, “What 
does this mean?” Were they so consumed with their own lives, their own goals, and their own 
burdens that they didn’t even care to notice the new star in the night sky? The story continues in 
Matthew 2:10; it says, “When they saw the star, they were overjoyed beyond measure.” Their journey 
was complete. They found Jesus! Did you know that one of Jesus’ names is the “Bright Morning 
Star” (Rev 22:16)? May He lead and guide us like the wise men, and may we be overjoyed beyond 
measure, because of Jesus this Christmas season.

Build Your Own Nativity: Today we use maps and apps on our phones to find places that we have 
never been. During the first century, people used the stars to guide them. The most important star 
to ever appear in the sky showed the wise men where they could find the newborn King! As you add 
a star above your nativity scene, talk about how you found your way to Jesus and how you can help 
others find their way to Him.

MIDWEEK
The Wise Men    |   Scripture Readings: Matthew 2:3-12
By Matt Pearson, Campus & Teaching Pastor, The Church at West Franklin

“Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary His mother, and falling to their knees, they 
worshiped Him.” —Matthew 2:11a

By the time the wise men got to Jesus, He was already a toddler. Can you imagine what was going 
on in Mary and Joseph’s house when they got a knock on the door from some unexpected visitors? 

I picture Mary saying things like…
“Don’t put that in your mouth, Jesus! You’re not supposed to eat that!” 
“Don’t touch that, Jesus! It’s hot, and it will burn you!”
“You need to be changed AGAIN? I thought we had already taken care of that!”
“It’s about time for your nap, Jesus.”
Knock, knock, knock, knock. 

“I wonder who that could be? Let’s go see…”

What do you think makes a person wise? If you hear someone being described as a “wise person,” 
what do you think it means? 

The Christmas story always includes the wise men. What makes these men so wise? What can we 
learn about what it means to be wise from the actions of these men? What does this story teach us?

First, the wise men listened for God’s voice, not anyone else’s. The star led them to Jerusalem. They 
got counsel from the Bible (Micah 5:2) and found Jesus. They listened to the Bible, and the Bible led 
them to Jesus. Second, when the wise men found Jesus they worshiped Him. They laid their gifts 
down, presenting what they had to Jesus, and they worshiped Him. They acknowledged that Jesus 
was the true King and worth more than anything in the universe. In fact, they believed the whole 
universe pointed them to Jesus. (After all, the star led them to Jesus in the first place!) 

What does it mean to be wise? It means to listen for God’s voice as He leads us to Jesus in His Word. 
And when we see Jesus, the wise person does one thing: worship. 

O Come Let Us Adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Build Your Own Nativity: The wise men journeyed from far away to meet Jesus. They brought Him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Today as you add the wise men with their gifts, tell your 
family members what “gifts/talents” God has given them that you love about them. Then show your 
completed nativity scene to your family!

All devotions, additional family activity 
ideas, local ways to celebrate Christmas, 
and more are available online at 
BrentwoodBaptist.com/advent2017.

CH RI STM A S  CO N CE RT
—  S U N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  3   —

The Church at Woodbine  |  3:00 PM
The Church at West Franklin  |  3:30 PM and 6:00 PM

—  S AT U R DAY,  D E C E M B E R  9  &  S U N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  1 0   —
Brentwood Baptist Church  |  3:00 PM and 6:00 PM
The Church at Station Hill  |  3:00 PM and 6:00 PM

J O U R N E Y  TO  B ETH LE H E M : 
A  M A R KETPL ACE  CH R I STM A S  E XPE R I E N CE

—  S U N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  1 7   —
3:30-5:30 PM  |  The experience begins at Door H  |  All ages invited!

Register online to schedule a time for your family to attend: 
BrentwoodBaptist.com/children

CH RI STM A S  E V E  S E RV I CE S
—  S U N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  2 4   —

BRENTWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
Candlelight Service  |  Worship Center  |  9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 3:30 PM, 5:00 PM

Lord’s Supper Service  |  Baskin Chapel  |  12:30 PM

THE CHURCH AT STATION HILL
Candlelight Service  |  9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 3:30 PM, 5:00 PM

THE CHURCH AT AVENUE SOUTH
Candlelight Service  |  9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 5:00 PM 

THE CHURCH AT WEST FRANKLIN
Candlelight Service  |  10:00 AM, 5:00 PM 

THE CHURCH AT WOODBINE
Christmas Service  |  10:45 AM

THE CHURCH AT LOCKELAND SPRINGS
Regular Morning Service  |  11:00 AM

Candlelight Service  |  11:00 PM

B R E NT WO O D  BA P TI ST 
CH RI STM A S  T V  S PECI A L 

—  S U N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  2 4   —
NewsChannel 5 (WTVF)  |  11:35 PM

—  M O N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  2 5   —
NewsChannel 5 (WTVF)  |  9:00 AM

AT  B R E N T W O O D  B A P T I S T

CHRISTMAS

ALL CHRISTMAS EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.  
VISIT CHRISTMASTN.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Week 1: December 3-9

WEEKEND
Prophecy of Jesus’ Birth   |   Scripture Readings: Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 11:1-5; Micah 5:2
By Mike Glenn, Senior Pastor, Brentwood Baptist Church

“Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are small among the clans of Judah; One will come from you to be ruler 
over Israel for Me. His origin is from antiquity, from eternity.” —Micah 5:2

Bethlehem isn’t a very big town. Until very recently, there wasn’t even a hotel in the town for tourists. 
If you wanted to see where Jesus was born and where King David lived, you would ride in on a bus, 
walk around for a little while, and then go back to your hotel in a nearby city. When Jesus was born, 
it was so small that when the Wise Men came looking for the place where the Messiah would be born, 
no one knew the answer. Special teachers had to be called to go and find the answer. 

The right answer was Bethlehem. Well, it was the right answer for Jesus.

I’m not so sure we would have chosen Bethlehem. We would have chosen a bigger city with a lot 
more people so the birth of Jesus would make a splash! But Jesus was born quietly in a little town 
that’s only famous because He was born there.

And I think that’s the point of choosing Bethlehem. God is happy to start wherever He can. He 
doesn’t need a famous place or a famous person to start. He’ll start wherever we let Him. God will 
start in Bethlehem. He’ll start with Peter. He’ll work with Paul. The list goes on of obscure places 
which are now famous because Jesus stayed there. There’s another long list of unknown people 
who are famous now because they met Jesus. 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, just as God had promised. The town of Bethlehem reminds us that 
Jesus can start anywhere with anybody to do His work—even people like us. 

Build Your Own Nativity: Did you know you can still visit Bethlehem today? You can visit the fields 
where the shepherds kept their sheep! It’s a city built on a hill where King David grew up and Baby 
Jesus was born. Begin your nativity scene today by drawing or coloring the hills of Bethlehem, create 
your backdrop for the rest of the story. If you’re using your nativity scene, pick a space in your home 
where the scene will be placed. If you decide to draw or color a nativity scene, make sure everyone in 
the family does their own so you can compare them on Christmas!

MIDWEEK
The City of Bethlehem   |   Scripture Readings: Luke 2:1-6
By Jay Fennell, Discipleship Minister, The Church at Nolensville

“And Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David.” —Luke 2:4

I’m fascinated how meteorologists predict the changes in weather patterns by using several 
different tools. They measure atmospheric conditions that occurred in the past and present, then 
they apply this information to create educated guesses or predictions about the future weather. 
Meteorologists make educated guesses because they can’t control the weather. The best they can 
do is observe atmospheric data and apply this information to what they think will happen in the 
future. Even though they are experts, they often get the weather forecast wrong. They can never 
claim 100% accuracy. 

We worship a God who is 100% accurate in His predictions and forecasts about future events. How? 
Unlike meteorologists, our God controls all things and can make His promises come to fulfilment 
because of His mighty power. 

We see God’s power in Luke 2:1-6. This passage is the fulfillment of a prediction or prophesy God 
made hundreds of years before through the prophet Micah; he spoke to Israel about a ruler who will 
come to them from Bethlehem, a ruler whose “origin is from antiquity, from eternity.” 

Fast forward 800 years later, and we see the fulfillment of that prophesy in Luke. Mary and Joseph 
came to Bethlehem where Jesus, the “ruler” spoken of in Micah 5:2, was to be born. The amazing 
thing was the circumstances that led Joseph and Mary back to Bethlehem in the first place. They 
were living in a different town called Nazareth at the time, but God so ordained things that when 
the time came, in order to fulfill His word that first Christmas, God put it in the heart of Caesar 
Augustus that all the Roman world should be counted, each in his own town. God was directing the 
events so that His prediction would be true. 

What an amazing truth for us to claim today! It’s further proof of God’s sovereignty and control of 
life’s circumstances. He perfectly works all things together for His purposes and plan. If God makes 
a promise, you can be sure He will see that it is fulfilled. 

Build Your Own Nativity: Jesus was born in the same place that people kept their animals. It’s hard 
for us to imagine what that would have been like. As you draw or set up your stable, talk about what 
it means that Jesus was born in such a humble way.

Week 2: December 10-16

WEEKEND
Mary & Joseph   |   Scripture Readings: Matthew 1:18-23; Luke 1:26-38
By Jay Strother, Campus & Teaching Pastor, The Church at Station Hill

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His people from 
their sins.” —Matthew 1:21

What do all of the following have in common?
• Batman and Robin
• Calvin and Hobbes

We call these “dynamic duos.” When we hear one, we automatically think about the other. Can 
you think of any others?

Let’s add one from the Bible to the list: Joseph and Mary. As the couple chosen by God to parent 
Jesus, we know they had to be very special people. What made them special? Why did God choose 
them for this important assignment? The Bible gives us some important clues.

In Matthew 1:18-25, we read about how Joseph got the surprise news. When an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and told him “do not fear” and to take Mary as his wife, he was 
obedient and “did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him” (v. 24). While we might think 
that Jesus, the newborn King, should be born in a palace to a powerful ruler, God instead chose 
a humble carpenter for a very important reason. Joseph’s character, as the earthly father of Jesus, 
was a reflection of the character of the Heavenly Father, who is both just AND loving; He is both 
righteous AND kind! 

Now turn to Luke 1:26-38 and read about how Mary responded to the news that she would be the 
mother of Jesus. At first, she was troubled, just as any of us would be if a powerful angel showed up 
one day and spoke to us! The Bible says she tried to “discern” what the message could be. That word 
means “to think carefully.” As the angel said she would be the birth mother of Jesus, Mary didn’t stop 
the conversation but instead showed a humble faith and accepted all the angel said. Although she 
didn’t understand everything, she surrendered to God’s plan and said, “May it be to me according to 
your word” (v. 38). Another way to say this would be one day echoed by Jesus Himself in the Garden 
of Gethsemane before His death on a cross: “Not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). 

Individually, both Joseph and Mary displayed a strong faith. But together God used them to raise 
His Son on earth, as “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with people” 
(Luke 2:52). This Advent season, may we be like Joseph and Mary and learn to place trust in God, 
so that we might be used for His mighty purposes.

Build Your Own Nativity: Add Jesus’ parents, his mother Mary and his earthly father, Joseph to your 
nativity scene. Talk about how Mary and Joseph displayed such strong faith in God by following 
Him obediently.

MIDWEEK
Jesus Is Born   |    Scripture Reading: Luke 2:7
Written by Scott Harris, Missions Minister, Brentwood Baptist Church

“Then she gave birth to her firstborn Son, and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a 
feeding trough.” —Luke 2:7a

Have your parents told you about how excited they were when you were born? Have they shown 
you pictures when you were new to the world? You were small and helpless, but your parents were 
wearing really big smiles, weren’t they? If you have a younger brother or sister, do you remember 
all the joy when that new baby came to your house?

Imagine what it was like when Jesus was born. Mary and Joseph were probably excited, but they 
may have been a little scared too. This was their first time to be parents. There was so much to 
learn! Taking care of a baby isn’t easy, and Jesus wasn’t born in a warm hospital room. He was 
born in a barn, and they had to put their baby in a manger.

Mary and Joseph knew their new baby was extra special because they were visited by angels who 
told them that this baby would be the Savior of the world, and He would save people from their 
sins. The Jewish people had been waiting for the Messiah for many, many years; they imagined He 
would come as a strong warrior, like a superhero. In some ways that would turn out to be true, but 
not on this night. Instead, Mary and Joseph were wrapping the world’s Savior in cloths and placing 
Him where animals would eat. I wonder what they thought about that.

It’s beautiful that Jesus was born in this way. Luke described the scene so well; we can picture what 
happened in Bethlehem. Joseph and Mary were regular people, trying to take care of each other 
and their newborn. They did a good job parenting Jesus. He grew up and fulfilled His purpose. Jesus 
was indeed a conquering hero, just like the prophecies said. But, He was also tender, compassionate, 
and forgiving. Thank you, God, for sending Jesus!

Build Your Own Nativity: Even though it’s not Christmas Day yet, it’s time to add Baby Jesus to your 
nativity scene! As you do, talk about what it’s like to take care of a newborn baby now, and then talk 
about how Mary and Joseph might have taken care of Baby Jesus. How are things different? How 
are they the same?

Week 3: December 17-23

WEEKEND
The Shepherds   |    Scripture Readings: Luke 2:8-9,16-20
By Aaron Bryant, Campus & Teaching Pastor, The Church at Avenue South

“They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the feeding 
trough.” —Luke 2:16

As a shepherd, taking care of sheep was not a glamorous job. Their white wool collects dust and 
dirt constantly. Sheep also smell very bad because it’s difficult to wash and clean them thoroughly. 
Since shepherds spent lots of time around sheep, they too would get dirty and smelly. Therefore, 
many people in the city of Jerusalem didn’t allow shepherds inside the city limits, nor would they let 
shepherds into the temple area to worship. Shepherds were outsiders and treated as insignificant.

God loves and cares for people, especially those that feel like they don’t belong. That’s why it’s so 
wonderful that when God’s long-awaited Messiah arrived in Bethlehem, shepherds were the first 
people God told. That’s right. God sent angels to shepherds and announced that Jesus had been born 
in Bethlehem. This shows us that everyone’s life has significance to God. What God says about your 
life is more important than what anyone else believes about you. He chose these shepherds because 
Jesus was starting a new kingdom—one where people who feel insignificant are given value and purpose. 

The shepherds immediately ran in to Bethlehem to see Jesus for themselves. They were able to get 
close to Jesus and see Him with their own eyes. Then they went throughout the city telling everyone 
that the Savior had arrived. The shepherds were the first-ever witnesses and messengers of the 
good news of Jesus’ arrival. Can you imagine how important they felt that God chose them for 
this important task? Imagine what this said to the people in Jerusalem; it showed every person is 
important and has access to God. 

Like the shepherds, your life matters to God, and like the shepherds, He’s inviting you to draw close 
to the Messiah during this Christmas. Take a moment to pray and thank God that He cares about all 
people. Who can you tell the story of the shepherds to?

Build Your Own Nativity: The shepherds were the first people that God trusted with the news about 
His newborn Son! As you add the shepherds to your nativity scene, talk about what it means that the 
shepherds were the first people to visit Jesus. Can you imagine how scared they were when the angels 
appeared to them? How do you think they felt when they found Jesus in the manger?

MIDWEEK
Angels Proclaim   |    Scripture Readings: Luke 2:9-14
By David Hannah, Campus & Teaching Pastor, The Church at Lockeland Springs

“But the angel said to them, ‘Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of 
David.” —Luke 2:10-11

My dad loved Christmas. I mean he loved it. We moved around a lot when I was younger, and 
every time dad walked in a potential new home he would decide where the Christmas tree would 
go. If there was an obvious spot, the house would be considered. If not, then on to the next one. He 
would start listening to Christmas music in late September. By the first of November, it was like no 
other music existed. We had months of Christmas music every year, with thousands of songs by 
countless artists, but there was one song he always went back to.

Joy to the world, The Lord has come, Let earth receive her King.

It was not my dad’s favorite Christmas song. It was my dad’s favorite song. Period. He loved it so much 
he used to tell me he wanted that song to be played the day he died. He would play it in late September. 
He would play it first thing Christmas morning. He would play it on a rainy Tuesday in March.

Let every heart, Prepare Him room, And Heaven and nature sing.

Can you imagine what it would have been like for those lonely shepherds that night? Social and 
religious outcasts, watching their flock on a forgotten hill outside of a forgotten town when suddenly 
the sky was filled with angels proclaiming the greatest news of unspeakable joy for the entire world. 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns, Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, Repeat the sounding joy.

That night, at that moment, everything changed. Everything. The angels announced the arrival of 
the Son of God, the Messiah, the Savior of humanity. It remains the most important news in human 
history. My dad didn’t play that song all year long because he loved Christmas; he played that 
song all year long because, like those shepherds that night, the news proclaimed by the angels 
changed him forever, and it brought him nothing but joy. Unspeakable joy. Every day of his life. 

My dad died two years ago. I cannot count how many times “Joy to the World” played in my 
headphones that day. I celebrated with him. I still do. All year long.

Build Your Own Nativity: The angels are an important part of Jesus’ story. They shared the good 
news of His birth with the shepherds. Have you ever had good news to share that you couldn’t wait 
to tell someone? Imagine how the angels must have felt to get to share with the shepherds that the 
King of Kings had been born! As you add an angel to your nativity scene, talk about some good news 
that you are excited to share.

• Han Solo and Chewbacca
• Macaroni and Cheese


