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LOVE CAN COME FULL CIRCLE 
DAN AND LINDA WELBORNBy Ginny P. Brown

Celebratiaa on
ofMarMM riage

Since February is traditionally known as the month to 
celebrate love, it is appropriate that we feature Dan 
and Linda Welborn in this issue of Windows.

Linda and Dan are from Alexandria, Indiana. They were 
high-school sweethearts. For a brief time they broke 
up during their senior year, but for the most part they 
dated steadily for all four years. After graduation in 
1957, Dan attended Ball State University. The follow-
ing spring at the annual Military Ball, sponsored by the 
ROTC, Dan proposed to Linda. She accepted and he 
gave her an engagement ring.

They were engaged for about a year. They correspond-
ed through letters and phone calls and had occasional 
dates when Dan came home from school breaks. One 
day out of the blue, Dan received a “Dear Danny” let-
ter from Linda breaking off the engagement. In that 
letter she returned his ring. Dan was devastated! He 
fervently began to try to get in touch with her to dis-
cuss the situation. He wrote letters, made phone calls, 
and even stopped by her home to talk with her. She 
refused to see him or talk to him.

As the years passed, their lives went in separate direc-
tions. Dan finished school, met someone else, married, 
had three children, and served in the United States 
Air Force. After his retirement from the Air Force, he 
moved to North Carolina and opened an art gallery.

Linda also married, had one daughter, and eventu-
ally moved to Louisville, Kentucky, for her job.  When 
her husband became ill, they moved to Nashville to 
be near their daughter. In 2009, after 49 years of mar-
riage, her husband passed away.  

Through the years, Dan would hear bits and pieces 
about Linda’s life, but he never saw or spoke to her 
for fifty years. One day as Dan was thumbing through 
Facebook, he noticed he had a “friend request” from 
Linda. They began to exchange information through 
Facebook as any former classmates would do.

In January of 2011, Dan’s wife passed away. He began 
to keep in touch with other friends and former class-
mates through email and Facebook. In March of that 
year, Kentucky and North Carolina, two well-known 
basketball powerhouses, played one another in the 
NCAA Tournament. Linda and Dan got very involved 
in that game and placed a small ($1) wager on the out-
come of the game.  Of course, Kentucky won the game 
so Dan had to figure out a way to pay her the dollar he 
owed her. They began to rekindle their friendship. Old 
feelings began to surface and they both realized they 
still cared for one another.

On May 3, 2014, Linda and Dan were married in the 
Baptist church in Alexandria, Indiana, where they at-
tended as teenagers. The original engagement ring 
that Dan gave Linda over fifty years ago is now part of 
her wedding band. Their love has come full circle.

Linda’s daughter, Mindy Caldwell, is responsible for 
bringing the Welborns to Brentwood Baptist. They 
have been attending quite some time and have be-
come a part of SeniorLink. They are presently not in-
volved in a LIFE Group, so if you are an outreach chair-
man you may want to make their acquaintance. (Oh, 
and by the way, the young man who was the cause of 
the engagement breakup was not the same man Linda 
married.)
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CALENDAR
FEBRUARY 

Combined Brentwood and 
Franklin Breakfast Clubs 
Thursday, February 5, 8:30 AM   
Cracker Barrel, in Cool Springs 
*Reservations not required.

SeniorLink Leadership Team 
Monday, February 9, 9:00 AM 
Room 2008 | Connection Center

Senior DayLink  
Thursday, February 12, 10:00 AM 
Room 2006 | Connection Center

PLACE Class for Senior Adults 
Tuesdays, starting February 17, 10:00 AM 
Ending March 10 (see page 3) 
Contact Nancy DeGraff to register 
615.324.6253  
*Registration is required

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner 
Thursday, February 19, 5:30 PM 
Wilson Hall, Cost $8.00 
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, February 15 
Cancellations until February 16 (Noon) 
Contact Carolyn Simmons   
615.591.9026

Winter Bible Study 
Friday, February 27, 6:00 – 8:30 PM 
Saturday, February 28, 9:00 – 11:30 AM 
Hudson Hall

Good News Singers rehearsals 
Wednesdays, 4:00 PM | Choir Room

Our February 19th program features Craig 
Adams. Craig is a regular on stage during 
worship services in the main sanctuary. His 
vocal skills are immediately recognizable. 
If you attended one of the Christmas 
concerts, you were inspired by Craig and 
two ladies who sang, “Go Tell It On The 
Mountain”. His vocal strength and range 
are truly amazing.

Perhaps the worship hymn written by his 
dad, “Peace In The Midst of The Storm”, is 
what you remember about Craig. Whatever 
he sings, it is with such soul that you cannot 
help but be blessed. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to hear Craig up close. Be sure 
to invite your friends as well.

THE MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER

Meat loaf
Green beans, Roasted potatoes,
Slaw, Rolls, & Valentine cookies

Water/coffee/tea

By Tom McMinn

MAKE MUSIC  
YOUR MINISTRY

GOOD NEWS SINGER 
CHOIR MEMBER OF THE YEAR

The Good News Singers started the new 
year “in full swing”, and would like anyone 
who wants to make music their ministry to 
join us. The choir will sing at The Heritage, 
for Sunday morning worship services, and 
at the All Campuses Senior Adult Rally at 
Brentwood Baptist on April 20th. Songs 
we are rehearsing include “Happy Day,” 
“He’s My King,” “Smoky Mountain Gospel 
Medley,” I Feel Like Something Good Is 
About to Happen,” “Keeps Getting Better,” 
and “I Come to Praise the Lord,” just to 
name a few. So, come join us for rehearsals 
each Wednesday afternoon, 4:00 p.m. in the 
choir room. See you there. 

CRAIG ADAMS  
IN CONCERT
By Jim Owens 

Carl Vaughan was selected as the 2014 choir 
member of the year. Criteria for selection are 
90% attendance in rehearsals and programs, 
member of BBC, and member of a LIFE 
Group. This selection is made by a team of 
choir members who feel this person reflects 
a servant attitude, service, patience, and 
faithfulness to the mission of the GNS.
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BULLETIN BOARD

By Glenn Stophel

Tim Grissom writes devotional 
thoughts for a publication of Life 
Action Ministries.  A recent one 
struck home with me, and I want 
to share it with you this month as 
we focus on love – God’s love for 
us, and our love for each other. 
Do we rejoice in God’s generos-
ity to others? Does He love them 
more than He should? Do we 
sometimes think that maybe He 
forgot just how hard we worked 
to get what we have, and now He 
wants us to share those blessings 
with others?

In Matthew 20:15, a landowner 
says: “Am I not allowed to do 
what I choose with what belongs 
to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?”  

Never would we dare give God 
advice, but we often question and 
silently scold Him. Our jealousy is 
proof. The parable from which this 
verse is taken goes something like 
this: 

A landowner is looking to hire some 
day laborers to work in his vine-
yard. He finds some, they agree to 
the wage he offers, and they go to 
work. A few hours later, in need of 
more laborers, the landowner hires 
a few more. This happens at least 
three more times. Finally, at the end 
of the work day, the laborers line 
up to receive their pay. Those who 
worked the entire day are tired and 
dirty, but also happy because they 
expect to get paid more than the 
rest. But to their shock, they are paid 

the same as those who worked only 
one hour. It wasn’t fair. Then the 
landowner explained that what they 
were really quarreling over was not 
their wage (remember, he paid what 
they agreed to), but his generosity. 
Twelve hours of pay for one hour of 
work was a blessing, regardless of 
who received it. Our reaction can 
be much the same as the jealous 
laborers. When God blesses us, we 
rejoice. But if God blesses someone 
we consider undeserving, we may 
feel jealous, or even angry. Shouldn’t 
our response be the same any 
time we see God’s grace in action, 
whether toward ourselves, people 
we like, or even people we don’t 
like? After all, who really deserves 
God’s goodness?

COORDINATOR’S
CORNER
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DO WE BEGRUDGE GOD’S GENEROSITY?

9:41 AM

mobile
Sally Mule’

CALLER ONE: SALLY MULE’
Sally was born in Pennsylvania, but left there when 
she graduated from high school and moved to 
Connecticut, where she met the love of her life. 
She lived there for 30 years. Her husband’s name 
was Raymond. He went to be with the Lord 17 
years ago. He and Sally helped start two churches 
in Connecticut which are still going strong. He 
was also a deacon. Sally has 2 girls and 2 boys. 
They have blessed her with 11 grandchildren, 
one of which is in heaven with his grandfather. 
All of her children are serving in local churches. 
She has been a member of Brentwood of nine 
years. She has been making calls for Senior Link 
for about four years.

CALLER TWO: JUDY DAVIES
Judy grew up in Livingston, Tennessee and 
moved to the Nashville area after graduation to 
attend Belmont College. She has two daughters, 
one step-daughter and one step-son. She has 
five grandchildren and 4 step-grandchildren. 
Her husband is Steve who helps with various 
projects at the church. Judy and Steve have been 
attending Brentwood for 15 years and are in 
the process of becoming members. Judy is our 
newest caller having only called for three months.

9:41 AM

mobile
Judy Davies

Caller I.D.  By Carolyn Simmons

PLACE Class for Senior Adults 
Tuesdays, February 17 – March 10 | 10:00 - 11:30 AM 
Rita Matthews, Facilitator 

REGISTER NOW! At BrentwoodBaptist.com/place or 
call Nancy DeGraff at (615) 324-6253.

God uniquely designed each of us, and created us for 
a purpose. This PLACE class will be taught specifically 
with us in mind, as senior adults, to learn more about 
ourselves and others in this season of our lives. It will help 
us discover God’s unique plan for each of us and how we 
can understand and accomplish His plan. Join us for this 
four-week class to explore what God has purposed for 
you in this chapter of your journey with Him! 

FELLOWSHIP

By Shelley Jamieson

Tom Clark (formerly with LifeWay) served as a 
docent for Traveler’s Rest for a number of years 
after his retirement. Using the knowledge that 
he gained from that experience, he has written a 

historical novel, Courage for Living. This is a story 
of Harriet Virginia Maxwell, who married John 
Overton II, owner of the Traveler’s Rest plantation 
in South Nashville. Harriet was involved in the life 
of Nashville, but is best remembered for her life 
experiences during the Civil War in 1864 and her 
efforts to honor the soldiers who served during 
the war.

Join us at our Thursday, February 12th Senior 
DayLink and hear Tom tell about the history of 
this nearby historic place (off of Franklin Road) 
and about his interesting book. We will meet in 
room 2006 in the Connection Center at 10:00 
a.m. There will also be games and other activities.

Save the Date: June 18, 2015
That evening we will celebrate the 
institution of marriage with a special 
recognition of those couples in our 
church who were married in 1965.  If 
you were married in 1965 and have 
not been contacted, or if you know of 
couples who will celebrate 50 years 
of marriage this year, please contact 
Betty Stewart either by phone at 
615-614-1070 or 931-215-9398 
or by email at aubreyandbetty@
charter.net.
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2015 WINTER BIBLE STUDY 
By Aubrey Stewart

Larry Thrailkill will teach Deuteronomy: Not An Idle Word. Why 
Deuteronomy, one may ask? Next to Psalms and Isaiah, the New 
Testament alludes to Deuteronomy more than any other Old Testament 
book. Jesus in His temptation quoted Deuteronomy three times against 
Satan.

Plan now to attend the study: Friday, February 27, 6:00 - 8:30 PM and 
Saturday, February 28, 9:00 - 11:30 AM. Location will be Hudson Hall.

EVENTS YOU WILL WANT TO ATTEND SO MARK YOUR CALENDAR!


