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ADULT MINISTRY

ON THE 
CALENDAR

JANUARY
Combined Brentwood and 
Franklin Breakfast Clubs 
Thursday, January 5, 8:30 AM   
Cracker Barrel, Cool Springs 
*Reservations not required.

SeniorLink Leadership Team 
Monday, January 9, 9:00 AM 
Room 2006, Connection Center

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner  
Thursday, January 19, 5:30 PM 
Wilson Hall, Cost $8.00 
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, January 15 
Contact Carolyn Simmons   
615.310.9543

Good News Singers 
Wednesdays, 4:00 PM 
Choir Room

Our SeniorLink Dinner program for January 
features a gifted pianist, Alex-Zsolt.  Alex 
is a Christian with a God-given talent for 
piano. Alex tells the story about his mother. 
She told Alex that at an early age she could 
do anything around the house as long 
as there was music playing. If the music 
stopped, Alex began to cry. As long as the 
music played, Alex was content.

When Alex attended a Christmas “Festival 
of Lights” program,  he found the music 
very moving. But it was when the pastor 
delivered a sermon that connected God’s 
Word to the music that Alex knew music 
was his calling. He switched from the or-
gan to the piano at age nine at the recom-
mendation of a piano teacher. God used 
this teacher to put Alex on the instrument 
of His choosing. At age 14 Alex prayed a 
short prayer, “God, use me.”  He gave the 
talent and gift back to Him that year and 
never looked back.  God’s Word and music 
changed Alex’s life. 

And now Alex himself is changing lives. 
After years of music education and min-
istry, Alex felt the call and need to share 
valuable information with music students, 
church choirs, praise teams, and music di-
rectors.  He created the Alex-Zsolt Music 
Academy, which is designed to help peo-
ple more effectively share their gifts and 
get the most out of their God-given talents 
through master classes, private lessons, 
and music consulting sessions. 

An inspirational program of piano music 
will bless all in attendance. 

Come join the Good News Singers as we 
celebrate 20 years of ministry on Sunday, 
March 12, 2017. The special program 
and reception will be in Hudson Hall, 
Brentwood Baptist, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 

pm. Former members and special guests 
will join us. Mark your calendars now!

We need you to come and help us prepare 
for the celebration by joining with us to 
learn the new hymn arrangement by David 
Clydesdale to honor the Good News 
Singers. The choir meets on Wednesday 
afternoons at 4:00 p.m. in the choir room. 
We want you to see you there.

Thanks to the planning team of Don 

Caldwell, Sue Eggert, Vicki Dvoracek, 
Howard Rodriguez, Lauren O’Neill, Gayle 
Haywood, and Carolyn Simmons as they 
make final plans for the celebration.

THE MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER

CELEBRATING 2017
BIRTHDAYS FOR ALL

Beef Stew (filled with lots of  
good vegetables,)  

Salad Bar, Corn Bread, &  
Cake and Ice Cream
Water/Tea/Coffee

Ecclesiastes 7:8 reminds us, “Better is the end of 
a matter than the beginning.” This maxim is espe-
cially true as we come to the end of 2016.  

Under the outstanding leadership of our Senior 
Link Leadership Team (which includes: Ginny 
Brown, Joyce Chandler, Ben Davis, Judy Fuller, 
Gayle Harris, Jane Houston, Shelley Jamieson, 
Shelia McCullough, Tom McMinn, Anna Mont-
gomery, Lauren O’Neill, Gail and Jim Owens, 
Don and Lorraine Quist, Carolyn Simmons, Joe 
Stacker, Betty and Aubrey Stewart, Glen and Jack-
ie Stophel, Linda True, and Tom Vasser), we have 
completed another stellar year of mission projects, 
volunteer service and membership involvement. 
Thank you to each of you who has contributed, 
volunteered or participated in these activities.   

Let’s take a look at the year in “rear” view. In look-
ing back, may you be affirmed, challenged and 
motivated to attain even higher and nobler en-
deavors in 2017.   

Our Senior Link Fellowship Dinners held the third 
Thursday of each month provided a slate of en-
tertaining and engaging monthly programs pre-
sented by Allison Speer, Craig Adams, The Good 
News Singers, The Agee Family, Cliff and April Du-
ren, Jimmy Travis, The O’Donnells, Carol Ponder 
and Robert Kiefer, Loni and Tami Pryce, The Music 
City Strings, and Donna Ulisse. We also enjoyed 
delicious meals, and wholesome fellowship. 

In February, Larry Thraillkill led another inspiring 
Bible study from Second Corinthians. His biblical 
insights on Paul’s ministry provided rich instruction 
for deeper personal growth and discipleship. 

March found us taking the first of several road 
trips. Our first adventure took us to Crossville, TN. 
to attend The Nerd, at the Cumberland County 
Playhouse. Other excursions included a tour or the 
Nissan Plant, and an evening of entertainment at 
the Ryman. These day trips, along with our month-

ly Breakfast Club gathering, introduce us to new 
friends and build our fellowship.

The Good News Singers kicked off their Twentieth 
Anniversary by providing April’s Senior Link Dinner 
Program. In their effort to be more than a music 
ministry, they will commemorate this anniversary 
by engaging in twenty mission and ministry relat-
ed activities during the coming year.  

The Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home was once 
again showered with paper in May. This year’s 
paper drive was dedicated to the memory of Dr. 
Gerald Stow, their former President/Treasurer, and 
included not only paper goods but monetary con-
tributions as well. Our beneficence supplies them 
with a year’s worth of paper goods.

In June we became more intentional and focused 
in our 50th Anniversary Celebration by recogniz-
ing and emphasizing the importance of Biblical 
marriage. Fourteen couples were honored at this 
year’s celebration. The elegant evening was com-
plemented by entertainment provided by come-
dian, Jimmy Travis. 

Generosity continued to abound as we stuffed 
Christmas stockings for the children of Copper Ba-
sin. In addition to gathering over 1,000 stockings, 
we collected $6,000 in gas and gift cards.   

Not only are we sacrificial and generous in giv-
ing of our financial resources, but we give liber-
ally of our time and energies as well. Our Senior 
Adults are responsible for stuffing the bulletins 
with inserts almost on a weekly basis. With your 
help, we replenish the envelopes and communica-
tion cards in the pew racks, prepare the candles 
for our Christmas Eve Services, and volunteer our 
help when needs arise.  The ministry of our church 
could not be done without you, our volunteers. 

As we look to 2017, may we aspire for even great-
er generosity, steadfast faithfulness in ministry and 
service, increased participation in and support of 
church ministries and programs, and unfailing de-
votion to Jesus Christ and His Church. 

INSPIRING AND 
UPLIFTING MUSIC 
By Jim Owens

By Tom McMinn

Celebratiaa on
ofMarMM riage

YEAR IN “REAR VIEW”
By Gayle Haywood

CELEBRATION  
TIME IS HERE!



By Glenn Stophel

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!  A familiar greeting 
these days but what is “new” about 
a New Year? Haven’t we been here 
before? Isn’t the occasion one that 
we’ve celebrated before, many of us 
several times? Maybe we’re like the 
worker who bragged on her 30 years 
of experience to which a co-worker 
replied, “No, you just had one year 
of experience 30 times.”  In other 
words, not much new was added to 
her skills during many of those years 
although she was present and ac-
counted for at the job. How can we 
make 2017 a year of “quality” (not 
just “quantity”) of experience and 
living? After all, we’ll only enjoy, live 
through, or exist during 2017 one 
time. Some great ways to make life 
worth living this year may be to help 
someone by being a friend in need, 

by sharing your love for Jesus and His 
love for them, or by giving a compli-
ment when least expected.  Above 
all, be found faithful to your calling. 

But, also, how about enjoying and 
sharing funny things you see and 
hear during the coming year?  A 
friend recently sent me several “older 
person” thoughts along this line, in-
cluding these:

I was thinking about how a sta-
tus symbol of today is those 
smart phones that everyone has 
clipped onto their belt or purse. 
I can’t afford one. So I’m wearing 
my garage door opener.  

I was thinking about old age and 
decided that old age is when 
you still have something on the 
ball, but you are just too tired to 

bounce it.

Employment application blanks 
always ask who is to be called in 
case of an  emergency. I think 
you should write, “An ambu-
lance.” 

Aging: Eventually you will reach a 
point when you stop lying about 
your age and start bragging 
about it.   

Ah! Being young is beautiful but 
being old is comfortable.  

Lord, keep your arm around my 
shoulder and your hand over my 
mouth.  

May you always have Love to Share, 
Cash to Spare, And Friends who 
Care.  

Now, don’t you feel better already??

COORDINATOR’S
CORNER

COORDINATOR’S
CORNER

2017 – A NEW YEAR OF QUALITY

On a beautiful fall 
day, 18 people trav-
eled to the Copper 
Basin Crisis Center 
in Ducktown, Ten-
nessee, to deliver 
stuffed Christmas 

stockings, gift cards and cash. Mis-
sionaries Al and Margaret Patterson 
were on hand to welcome us. Over 
1,000 Christmas stockings were 
delivered along with additional 
boxes of items too large to go into 
the Christmas stockings, including 
packages of much needed diapers. 
Thank you to everyone who filled 
a Christmas stocking and to those 
who helped to receive and pack 
the boxes of stockings. Also, thanks 

to those who loaded up 
the bus and unloaded it again at 
the Crisis Center. The stockings 
are much coveted by the children 
of Copper Basin. For many of them  
this will be the only Christmas gift 
they will receive.

Gift cards and cash totaling $6,300 
for the Crisis Center were also deliv-
ered. Fourteen LIFE Groups joined 
together to  buy Walmart gift cards, 
BP gasoline cards and cash. The 
gift cards and cash will buy needed 
shoes, warm coats, and other cloth-
ing for the most improvished chil-
dren served by the Crisis Center. 
The BP cards will be used to buy 
gasoline and heating oil for emer-
gency situations. The gift cards 

and cash are a way 
to help the Crisis 
Center as regretta-
bly this year they had 
to discontinue the 

children’s Christmas letter mission.  
The Center has struggled with the 
lack of dedicated volunteers to this 
mission in recent years as a volun-
teer is required to dedicate their 
time from August to January  to 
handle the approximatly 1500 chil-
dren’s Christmas letters received.  

Please know that each of you who 
gave a Christmas stocking, gift 
card, cash and additional items is a 
great blessing to the families minis-
tered to by the Copper Basin Crisis 
Center. Margaret and Al are very 
thankful to Brentwood Baptist  for 
these gifts and for our support over 
the years. 

CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 
TO COPPER BASIN
By Anna Montgomery

NEW YEAR’S DAY PRAYER  
FOR ONE AND ALL
Dear Lord, 

So far this year I’ve done well. I haven’t 
gossiped, I haven’t lost my temper, I 
haven’t been greedy, grumpy, nasty, 
selfish, or overindulgent. I’m very 
thankful for that.  But in a few minutes, 
Lord, I’m going to get out of bed, and 
from then on I’m probably going to need 
a lot more help. 

Amen 

Ashley Lovell Smeddle is one of our 
home-grown missionaries. She grew up in 
Brentwood Baptist and has served as a BBC 
missionary in Cape Town, South Africa. 
Presently, she and her husband Simon 
are serving as our resident missionaries. 
We are privileged to have her share her 
experiences at our January 16th Women 
on Mission meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Church Parlor. Many of you will want to 
crash this meeting to see and hear Ashley!

STOCKINGS DELIVERED  
TO COPPER BASIN

DIETING 
NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS
2013: I will get my weight down below 

180 pounds.

2014: I will follow my new diet religiously 
until I get below 200 pounds.

2015: I will develop a realistic attitude 
about my weight.

2016:  I will work out 3 days a week.

2017: I will try to drive past a gym at least 
once a week.

2017 WINTER BIBLE STUDY
OPEN YOUR 2017 CALENDARS AND MARK 
THESE DATES NOW SO YOU WILL BE THERE.
Friday, February 24 from 5:30-8:30 PM 
Saturday, February 25 from 8:00-11:30 AM 
in Wilson Hall

Guest Speaker Larry Thrailkill will present a study of Malachi entitled 
True Worship: A Conversation with God

BULLETIN BOARD


