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New shops open in downtown Canton

By Jennifer Mastroianni
CantonRep.com staff writer
Posted Jul 20, 2012 @ 09:00 AM

 You’ve heard it before: location, location, location is the key ingredient to
success in retail.

And you’ve heard this as well: build a better mousetrap and the world will beat a path
to your door.

So when I recently visited two new downtown businesses — B Side Wine House and
Henry’s Gourmet Popcorn — I wondered, which adage will apply?

Both shops are off the beaten path with lousy parking and minimal foot traffic. It’s easy
to speculate, “How can this possibly work?”

Yet both shops offer appealing products, great prices and friendly owners. It’s hard not
to muse, “I really hope they make it.”

Time will tell how they do, but if you enjoy boutique wine and gourmet popcorn, these
shops are worth a visit.

                               ****

B Side Wine House, 575 Market Ave. N, next to Basil Asian Bistro.

As a title abstractor for the oil and gas industry, Brenadette Turner knows the value of
a nice glass of wine after a hard day’s work. But when it comes to wine, Turner has
always preferred  something out of the ordinary. Forget mass produced wines with hefty
price tags. Instead, give her a memorable artisan wine, but one that won’t clean out her
wallet.

Two years ago, Turner’s hobby of seeking out boutique wines turned into a business.
She opened B Side Wine House on Cleveland Avenue in December 2010, and in June
moved the retail wine shop to downtown.

“I like to think of boutique wines as undiscovered treasures,” Turner said. “Boutique
wines are from smaller vineyards, and many times you can’t easily get them. We like to
say, you can go the vineyard, or come to us.”

The shop’s selection includes regional, domestic wines and international wines. “I carry
a lot of Ohio wines,” she said, “but wines from all over really, such as from Hawaii,
South Africa.” One of her most popular wines is from Japan.

“It’s a Japanese plum wine called Choya. It’s made with ume plums, and actually has
whole plums in the bottle,” Turner said. “It’s funny, people either love it or hate it, but
it is one of our best sellers.” A bottle is $17.

Another popular wine, and one of Turner’s personal favorites, is Don Simon Sangria,
which sells for $11.

“It’s from Spain, and it comes in a plastic bottle,” she said. “Yet it is the closest thing to
homemade sangria I’ve ever had.” Also included in the top three sellers is Secret Blend.

“It’s from Amber Hill, a Californian Wine,” she said. “It’s made with five different red
grapes and it’s just $10.” Such prices are proof that wine lovers can find good wine at a
good value, she said.

“We try to keep our price points between $11 and $14. We have very few over $20,
and not more than a handful over $25,” she said. “However, we will be bringing in a few
higher-end wines as we are getting more requests.”

All-day tastings take place Thursdays and Fridays, and customers can try wines for 50
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cents a sample. A glass of wine is $3, or three glasses for $7.

Friday Happy Hour is from 5 to 9 p.m. and features free munchies and live jazz.

The shop is located in a former telephone company office, which was painted in a
snappy green with multiple cubicle sections. She left the design intact, and added her
own touches. Most cubicles display wine, but one contains an assortment of hand-
painted and bejeweled wine and champagne glasses, many in wedding motifs. Another
cubicle contains handmade jewelry.

“I like to say there is a surprise around every corner,” she said.

Hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Wednesday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, noon to 9 p.m. Friday,
and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday. The phone number is 330-451-2070.

                                ****

Henry’s Gourmet Popcorn, 532 Cleveland Ave. NW, next to the Joseph Saxton Gallery.

If you’ve ever been to Chicago, you may know about the infamous Garrett Popcorn Shop on Michigan Avenue.
People go nuts for their caramel corn and cheese corn, and stand in hours-long lines to get the goods. I know,
I’m one of the crazies who have done it. The shop, about the size of a walk-in closet, is as plain Jane as it gets.
Nothing fancy about it, but talk about killer popcorn.

Well, get this, Henry Thompson of Massillon has pretty much duplicated the stuff.  

The former Chicagoan had friends who worked for Garrett. “They connected me on how to do it,” said Thompson,
who is in his early 40s, and relocated to Stark County 14 years ago to be near his grandmother, now 97. It also
helped that one of his best friends is a pastry chef.

“I learned a lot of different flavors from him, and learned how to apply them to popcorn,” Thompson said.

The shop carries 16 flavors, but Thompson has recipes for 250, which he rotates as specials. The most popular
flavors are caramel corn, yellow cheddar cheese corn, and a mix of both, which in Shytown is known as The
Chicago Mix.

“People call that ‘crack,’ ” Thompson said with a chuckle. “I asked them why, and they say, ‘Henry, that is so
addictive.’ ” Addictive it is. Envision a blend of sweet, crispy, buttery caramel corn with chewy, salty, cheddary
cheese corn. It’s a party in your mouth.

More favorites are caramel corn with a heavy-handed mix of either cashews, pecans, almonds or peanuts. Other
flavors are yellow or white cheddar with bacon and jalapeños.

The secret, Thompson says, is quality.

“I had a year and a half training in culinary arts in Chicago,” said Thompson, who also worked in hotel
management and in the cruise industry. “I don’t use the fake stuff. I use real cheddar, it comes in a big tub, it’s
a cheddar paste. When you come in here it’s the real product. I use real butter in the caramel corn. I use real
bacon in my cheddar bacon corn. I use real jalapeños. I pop everything here. I cook in coconut oil. If any salt is
used, it’s sea salt. For the caramel corn with nuts, I marinate the nuts in caramel before we add it to the
popcorn.”

Specialty flavors are the likes of Snickers, Almond Joy, and strawberry cheesecake. Thompson loves
experimenting.

“I just did a piña colada with Captain Morgan (rum) in it,” he said.

Bag sizes are small (4 1/2 ounces), medium (6 1/2 ounces) and large (8 1/2 ounces) for $3, $5 and $8,
respectively. Nut varieties are 50 cents more. It’s a heck of a deal.

“I’m keeping my prices reasonable,” Thompson said. “I don’t want to scare (anybody) away the first time in the
door.”

Ambiance wise, the shop is even less fancy than Garrett’s. Popcorn is displayed in Walmart plastic storage tubs
behind the counter. Window decorations are three bags of popcorn dangling on strings from the ceiling. But
that’s easy to overlook when you sink your teeth into a clump of pecan-studded caramel pecan.

The location is definitely tricky, Thompson admits.

“I’m on Cleveland Avenue where it goes down one way,” Thompson acknowledges. “But people are finding me. I
had one woman say she drove around the block for 15, 20 minutes but she wasn’t going to give up. Once she
tasted the popcorn, I asked her if it was worth it. She said, ‘Yes it was.’ ”

Thompson opened the shop May 4, on a First Friday.
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