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In federal court, the Tonawanda Coke Corporation was convicted of breaking serious environmental laws. Their 
pollution may have endangered the health and  environment in our community. As a result of the court case, they 
are now required to fund work to help the community study and address its effects. The Tonawanda Coke Soil Study 

began planning in 2016. To learn more about the history of this issue, please visit www.csresources.org.

1. Why are we doing soil testing?
Soil testing results will help the community learn how much 
pollution entered the soil around the plant.  This knowledge is the 
first step toward cleaning up the mess left behind.

2. Where will we be sampling?
Sampling will take place in the areas that are most likely to be 
affected. This includes: Eastern Grand Island 14072, Town and 
City of Tonawanda 14150, Kenmore 14217, and Black Rock/ 
Riverside 14207 and north western part of 14216.

3. Who is conducting the study?
This study is being conducted by faculty, research staff and 
students from the University at Buffalo Department of Chemistry, 
led by Professor Joe Gardella, as well as staff from the local 
nonprofit Citizen Science Community Resources, led by Jackie 
James-Creedon, and faculty and students from SUNY Fredonia 
Department of Chemistry led by Professor Michael Milligan. 

In addition, EPA and DEC staff have been assigned to assist the 
study. Residents are an important part of this study’s success! 

4. What is the plan for the soil study?
This study will have two phases. During the first phase, we will 
collect 300 samples from around the community, so that we 
understand which areas have been most affected. During the 
second phase, we will return to those areas to determine the size of 
hot spots in those areas.

5. When will you start?
We are currently gathering equipment and locations for soil testing. 
We hope to begin testing in the Spring of 2017. 

6. Who will do the testing?
Testing will be done by ALS, a certified environmental testing 
laboratory.  

7. Am I responsible for cleaning up my soil if it’s  
    contaminated? 
No, but you do have to disclose the results if you sell your home.

8. What are the target chemicals of the tests?
Samples will be tested for a large range of EPA Priority pollutants 
by a NYS Dept of Health Certified Testing Laboratory and by UB 
and SUNY Fredonia. These will include heavy metals, volatile 
organic chemicals, Semi-volatile organic compounds, pesticide 
residues, PCBs, Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons and other 
products of the emissions from Tonawanda Coke.

9. How will you know what is emitted from 
    Tonawanda Coke?
The Court ordered Tonawanda Coke to provide a soil sample from 
the business site, a sample of coke product and to sample the air 
emissions from the factory. This, along with additional testing 
conducted by UB and SUNY Fredonia,  will help us understand 
whether Tonawanda Coke is the cause of the pollution.

10. How will the samples be taken?
A study team will go door to door to ask for permission to sample 
soil from the top two inches of yard. We will be looking for areas 
that are uncovered by plants or grass. Results will be reported to 
the owner first. With permission, we will include their results in a 
map of the region’s pollution.

11. What roles will community members have in the  
       development of the testing and interpretation  
       of results?
We are excited to include community members in this project! We 
will be working with a Community Advisory Committee to help 
foster participation.  We will need volunteers for soil sampling, 
volunteers for permission to test property, community input on 
project boundaries and how results will be shared and disseminated 
to the public.
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