






















 
 
To: DMUSD Board of Trustees and Mr. Tom Bishop, Superintendent 

From: Shelley Petersen 

Date: September 19, 2007 

Re: Board report on opening of school at Ashley Falls  

 
 
Opening Enrollment:  535 students, Kindergarten – Sixth Grade 
 
New certificated teachers and classified aides to our site include the following: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

 

• Continued school wide development of our successful PeaceBuilders program 
 

• Continued school wide development of effective Professional Learning Communities 
 

• Establishing successful differentiated learning opportunities supporting students at all academic 
levels 

 

 

Lauren Markarian,  
1st Grade Teacher 
 

Karina Greenway, 
Library Media Specialist 
(New to Del Mar)  
 

Brian Smerick 
RSP Aide 
(New to Del Mar) 

Students returned to Ashley Falls excited and eager to meet their new teachers.  All staff and parent volunteers 

were on hand to direct students and parents to their classes.  Ashley Falls reduced in size by one 1st grade 

classroom this year.  The Boo Hoo breakfast was well attended and parents received information from the principal, 

PTA, and Foundation.  Back to School Night was a success.  Two presentations were held by each teacher to 

accommodate parents with more than one child.  Parents were treated to an iMovie featuring students, new staff 

members and messages from Shelley Petersen, PTA President and Executive Vice President, Janette Shelton and 

Bonnie Haase. 

13030 Ashley Falls Drive, San Diego, CA  92130 
Phone:  858.259.7812 Fax:  858.259.1828 Website:  www.dmusd.org 

Focus Areas for 2007-2008 

 

Heather Love,  
4th Grade Teacher 
(New to Del Mar) 
 

Adrienne Sheffiled, 
5th Grade Teacher 
(New to Del Mar) 
 

Erinn Mitchell, 
Music Teacher 
(New to Del Mar) 
   

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Carmel Del Mar School 
Back to School Report 2007/08 

 
Opening Enrollment:  460 
New Teachers: 
P.E. – Katharin Roth 
SDC Teacher – Renae Coulter 
SDC Aides – Janice Chan 
RSP Aide – Sonya Cazares 
Adaptive P.E. – John Sink 
Speech Pathologist – Elsie Schwartz 
 
Opening Week of School 
 
The Carmel Del Mar staff began the opening day with an all-school assembly.  The 
purpose was to welcome new students and staff members with the traditional CDM Cheer 
Song, share exciting school-wide events, and celebrate the beginning of the 2007/08 
school year. 
 
The first week of school at CDM was filled with energy and excitement as we began the 
teaching and learning process.  Many parents complimented the teaching staff for a job 
well done at Back to School Night!  Teachers prepared outstanding presentations that 
enabled parents to understand grade level curriculum and expectations for the school 
year.  Back to School Night was a wonderful opportunity to begin building relationships 
with new families to our community, while welcoming back our returning families.  The 
CDM staff is committed to maintaining a positive school climate, while establishing a 
clear focus on the ultimate goal of teaching – to improve learning for all students!  
 
Top Priorities for the Vision For Excellence Strategic Plan 
 
 Professional Learning Communities 
 

• Next steps include but are not limited to: Review and update meeting norms, 
review RLA essential standards, establish assessment benchmarks in RLA, 
continue to monitor and evaluate the use of our school wide assessment reporting 
system to compare students’ test results within each grade level, and determine 
next steps for improving student learning in Mathematics. 

Carmel Del Mar School 
12345 Carmel Park Drive 
San Diego, CA  92130 
 

voice 858.481.6789 
fax  858.481.7418 

www.dmusd.org/cdm 
 



  A  G L O B A L  V I L L A G E  
 

Here’s Looking at Us  2007 – 2008 
 
 Our School Community: 

• 437 students ( 238 boys and 199 girls) 
• 83 new students (60 kindergarteners and 23 in grades 1 – 6) 
• 341 live west of the freeway and 119 live east of the freeway 
• Languages spoken other than English include: Cantonese, Danish, Farsi, German, Hindi,  
 Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, Polish, Punjabi, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Telugu, and Vietnamese 
• Our Global Village is comprised of:  17 African Americans, 9 Asian Indians,  

309 Caucasians, 36 Chinese, 5 Filipinos, 1 Guamanian, 1 Hawaiian, 26 Hispanics,  
15 Japanese,14 Koreans, and 4 Vietnamese students 

 
 New Certificated Staff: 

• Amanda Barman – Kindergarten (shared contract with Alison Catilus) 
• Michelle Beeson – Music 
• Alissa Piro – Fifth Grade 
• Jeanne Lee – Occupational Therapist 

 
 New Classified Staff: 

• Juanita Belaso – Special Education Instructional Assistant 
• Stephanie Hall - Special Education Instructional Assistant 
• Teri Olivas – Kendra Schwartz - Special Education Instructional Assistant 
• Amy Stahler – Grade 5/6 Instructional Assistant 

 
 School Focus Areas: 

• Professional Learning Communities 
• Standards-based Writing 
• Green School Initiative 

             
   

At Del Mar Heights we think the world of our children and bring the world to our children’s fingertips. 
 

It’s a wonderful world in our Global Village! 



Imagine   -   aesthetics  -   discovery                               expression  -   innovation  -   self-reflection 

 
September Board Report  

32nd Opening of School at Del Mar Hills Academy 
Soaring to success in 2007-08! 

 
General Opening Enrollment Information:  
 
•  Approximately 378 students, Kindergarten - Sixth Grade 
•  We added three “blended” classes to our program: 1st/2nd, 3rd/4th and 5th/6th 
•  There is a significant increase in our English Language Learner (EL) student  

population. Spanish is the primary language for students within our EL student group, 
however, there are a variety of other languages, including Farsi, Dutch, Japanese and 
Korean 

 
We proudly welcome the following new staff members to our team:  
 
Abby Farricker Fourth Grade Teacher – Abby taught 4th grade at Del Mar 

Hills from 2004-2006.  It is our good fortune that she has 
relocated back to San Diego and the DMUSD.   

Melissa Davis Fifth Grade Teacher – Melissa completed her student 
teaching in the DMUSD and has served in several 
capacities throughout the district, most recently, as a long-
term substitute in a 3rd grade classroom at Del Mar Hills 
from Oct. 2006-June 2007.   

Arah Allard Music Specialist – Arah has an extensive background in 
elementary music education as well as instrumental music 
instruction.  She taught in North Carolina and in the 
Carlsbad Unified School District. 

John Sink Physical Education Teacher – John worked as a 
Physical Education Coach at Canyon Crest High School 
from 2004-2006.  He is a San Diego Lifeguard and a Junior 
Lifeguard instructor.  He works 54% at Del Mar Hills and 
46% as our district’s Adaptive Physical Education teacher.  

Cheryl Dennish 1st/2nd Instructional Aide – Cheryl is a credentialed 
teacher and preferred substitute teacher in our district 

Rania Azzam 3rd/4th Instructional Aide – Rania is a credentialed 
teacher.  During the 2006-07 school year, she served as 
the Hills ALP lead teacher and a preferred substitute 
teacher in our district. 

Cristin Roberti 5th/6th Instructional Aide – Cristin is a credentialed 
teacher from North Carolina 

 
Congratulations to our newly hired (June 2007) Front Office Assistant, Dana Avanzino 
for a seamless opening of school.  Instructional Aide, Tamara Radford has taken over 
as our site Media Specialist/Librarian.  She has reorganized our library area and given 
our library program fresh focus. 
 



This year’s opening of school has been characterized by a positive enthusiasm shared 
by staff, students, and our supportive parent community!  We have twice as many 
students walking to school this year.  This has already made a noticeable difference in 
the amount of “tardies” recorded in our attendance office.  Our increased walking 
population has also positively impacted traffic flow at the crosswalk.    
 
Students arrived at school eager and ready to learn.  It appeared that all of our families 
utilized the school web site productively.  PTA members assisted with directing parents 
and students to their classrooms.  PTA sponsored a well-attended morning social hour 
for our families.  During the first week of school the PTA and school staff kicked-off an 
extensive and effective “Go Green” recycle program. 
 
Our PLC teams are in the process of analyzing achievement data and using this 
information to develop SMART goals and formative assessments that will inform 
instruction and support individual student needs.  We are excited and encouraged by our 
API gain and our $50,000 EISS, Grant!  The Del Mar Hills community looks forward to an 
academically rigorous and rewarding school year for our students.   
 
Please see our Strategic Planning Goals for 2007-08 below:  
 
 
• Continue with the implementation of Professional Learning Communities (PLC) and 
data-driven instruction: Develop ongoing formative assessments based on the 
identification of essential standards 
 
• Expand individualized / small group instruction through “push-in”, co-teaching, ALP and 
specialist programs 
 
• Continue to implement differentiated curriculum via open-ended, hands-on, project-
based, integrated unit development 
 
• Continue the development and implementation of Essential Standards driven thematic 
units enhanced by the SMArT components 
 
• Expand our PeaceBuilders Program schoolwide, specifically to lunch 
recess…Implement Schoolwide Buddy System 
 
• Increase communication / educate the community about the Academy Program, 
PeaceBuilders Program and PLC concept 
 
• Develop a plan for efficient fundraising efforts and collaboration between the DMSEF 
and PTA in order to maintain a full complement of four credentialed, specialist teachers 
in the areas of science, music, art, and technology / Develop a plan for fundraising for a 
.50 credentialed PE teacher 
 
• Develop PTA sponsored events that enhance community support and showcase 
students and programs  
 

 

 



OCEAN AIR SCHOOL  
11444 Canter Heights Drive, San Diego, CA  92130   Mr. Gary Wilson, Principal 
858/481-4040     Fax 858/481-6657 
 
 
 
To:      DMUSD Board of Trustees and Mr. Tom Bishop, Superintendent 
From:  Gary Wilson 
Date:   September 17, 2007 
Re:      Board report on opening of school at Ocean Air 
 
 
*Opening enrollment: 560 students, Kindergarten – Sixth Grade 
 
* Over 2000 students, parents, and relatives attended our Before School Open House on 
   Friday, August 24.  Everyone was pleased to meet his or her teacher and see this whimsically 
   creative facility, the newest school in the Del Mar Union School District  
 
*The first day of school went smoothly.  All students returned enthusiastically and ready to    
  learn.  Traffic can be a challenge on the first day of school, but everyone was in their seat    
  shortly after the bell rang, with no cars dropping off kids after 8:02a.m. From the first day,   
  traffic flow has been wonderful as over ½ of our kids walk or ride bicycles to school. Our  
  parent valets and staff on duty continued an outstanding job moving cars in and out of our  
  parking lot each morning and afternoon.  
 
 *Back to School Night went extremely well, with almost 100% of our parents in attendance. 
 *The students at Ocean Air voted on a new mascot for our school.  We are now the Ocean 
    Air Sharks! 
 *We have hired 100% veteran teachers this year at Ocean Air.  The following are new  
    employees to our District:  Kelli Hillerud-Speech Pathologist, Terri Hodges-Psychologist, 
    Tina Kholos-Health Clerk. 
 
* Our new PTA and School Site Council have been formed and the first Ocean Air School   

    PTA President is Mrs. Terri Harbison.  We have incorporated many PTA Board members    
    and School Site Council members from all of our other schools, adding to the richness of 
    Ideas, and enthusiasm.  

 
 
  

 
2007-08 Goals and Objectives 

 
• Understanding and celebrating the Cultural Diversity of our new school community. 
• Working together to develop as a new Professional Learning Community 
• Continuing the implementation of Character Counts & The Peace Builders Programs. 
• Establishing a new Ocean Air Community, bringing the families together from all of our Del Mar 

Schools.  
 
 



 
 

Opening Week Highlights 
On opening day, Sage Canyon staff were enthusiastically greeted by the smiling faces of 
742 students and families, a decrease of 30 students compared to the 06-07 school year. 
New classrooms were added at second grade and third grade to accommodate shifts in 
student enrollment. The Kindergarten orientation and new student tours were very well 
attended on Friday, August 24th as was Back to School Night on Thursday, August 30th. 
Parent comments during the first weeks of school focused on the recent article in San 
Diego magazine highlighting elementary schools in San Diego County and the continued 
academic achievement of Sage Canyon students as measured by the increase in Sage 
Canyon’s Academic Performance Index (API). 
 
 

Heartfelt Good-byes and Warm Welcomes! 
     Late last spring and over the summer, three Sage Canyon staff members experienced 
changes that took them away from San Diego.  Five teachers voluntarily transferred to 
support the Del Mar Union School District in staffing Ocean Air School, and two 
teachers voluntarily transferred to other DMUSD schools. Please extend a warm welcome 
to the new members of the Sage Canyon family! 

 

 
 

Maria Schwab: Fifth Grade 
Karyn Conner: Fourth Grade 

Julie Choi: Second Grade 
Genna Chapluk: Second Grade 

Sarah Raskin: Third Grade 
Jodi Lack: First Grade 

Susan Tofani:  Speech/Language 



 

 
                                                                                                 Emily Disney, Principal 

                 5333 Old Carmel Valley Road * San Diego, CA 92130 * tel: 858.755.1060 * fax: 858.755.1258 * www.dmusd.org 
 

“Three is a Charm” at Sycamore Ridge School! 
 

Enthusiasm and optimism filled the air as we welcomed 380 (K-6) graders and 30 Special Needs Preschoolers to 
our campus on the first day of school. 18 Certificated Classroom teachers and 3 Certificated Enrichment 
Specialists are excited about providing an enriched curriculum in the areas of art, music, science and technology. 
Additionally, a preschool staff of 25 teachers and paraprofessionals deliver the special needs program for the 3-5 
year olds on our campus. During our opening of the school year meetings, all staff declared our hopes and 
aspirations for the 2007-2008 school year. 

 

       
          Mrs. Disney, Principal          Classified Support Staff 

       
        Mrs. Wojtkowski, Mrs. Litt,         Mrs. Waxman, Ms. Celio,         Mrs. Chung, Mrs. Shea,  
        Mrs. Peddie          Ms. Matthews           Mrs. Schengel 

       
          Mrs. Johnson, Ms. Hasler        Ms. Money, Mrs. Howard       Ms. Stanton, Mrs. Mackie      
        Mrs. Hanna  



 

         
                 Mrs. Mokiao, Mrs. Solowczuk,     Ms. Luce, Ms. Steinman,            Mrs. Stuart, Ms. Johnson,  
       Ms. Lomax               Mrs. Graham, Ms. Wolthausen 

         
                  Ms. Hopwood, Mrs. Maxson Ms. Kris’ Preschool Class Mrs. Joie’s Preschool Class 

  
Ms. Lori’s Preschool Class 

 
Day one began with a “Boo-Hoo Breakfast” sponsored by the PTA. We shared and shed happy tears with the 
Kindergarten parents as they learned about the Kindergarten schedule and program. An all school assembly to 
introduce students to Stallion staff members and Extended Studies Specialists followed our relationship-building 
event. The purpose of the assembly was also aimed at providing important school wide information and behavioral 
guidelines. 

Back to School Night/Volunteer Fair 
 
Back to School Night was a buzz with positive energy! Parents were invited to a general session led by the 
Principal. Del Mar Schools Education Foundation Ambassadors and PTA Leaders were on hand to share 
information about the goals and purpose of these important organizations. Sycamore Ridge’s annual Volunteer 
Fair held during the general session provided a successful venue for welcoming parent partners in the education of 
our children. The outcome of these efforts garnered much support for exciting programs planned for this year such 
as Lunch Clubs, Everyone a Reader, Stallion Sprinters and Reflections to name a few. Following the general 
meeting, classroom teachers delivered presentations about classroom programs and curriculum. These 
presentations were repeated to accommodate Sycamore families with more than one child. The night ended with 
many positive comments and great energy! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sycamore Ridge 3rd Annual Stallion Stampede  

 
A boot scootin’ good time was had by about 500 Stallion students, parents and staff at the 3rd annual PTA 
sponsored Stallion Stampede held on Friday, September 7th. Kudos to the PTA Board for organizing this 
successful event of great grub, games, fun and community bonding! 
   
 
 

                
 
 

After School Band Pilot Program 
 

On August 30th, the Canyon Crest Academy Band performed an aspiring array of cartoon melodies for our 4th – 6th 
grade elementary students. The high school musicians demonstrated the look and sound of their instruments, 
promoting great enthusiasm for joining our after school band program evidenced by the outstanding turnout at the 
Parent Band Informational evening held on September 4th. To date, we have twenty-two new 4th-6th grade 
students signed up for after school band, plus ten returning musicians from the 6th grade. Many thanks to new 
music specialist Stephanie Lomax for her coordination of the after school band kick off! 

 

       



 
10830 Calle Mar De Mariposa, San Diego, CA  92130                                                              Mrs. Susan Paul, Principal 
858/481-4266    Fax 858/481-0344   

 
Torrey Hills School  

2007-2008 Opening of Year Report 
September, 2007 

 
 
The students, teachers, and parents enjoyed a smooth opening to the  

2007-2008 school year. We began our year with 598 students enrolled at 

Torrey Hills. We welcomed new certificated staff members, Marisa 

Çamarillo, Sarah Grosso, Mandy Jackson, Shannon McAfee, Shawna Roberts, 

Kate McGraw, Stephanie Cluxton, and Laurel Zitko.  New classified staff 

includes, Bina Anjaria, and Stephanie Gumpel.  The kindergarten orientation 

and new student orientation were well attended.  Our MUR was filled with 

new families who came to meet their principal and see the school on the 

Friday before school opened.    

On August 27, traffic flowed smoothly.  Our staff and valet traffic 

volunteers worked to ensure that cars moved safely and quickly through the 

parking lot.  By 8:15 on the first day, students were in their classrooms, 

ready to begin a new year.  The parents had greeted the teachers and were 

on their way home or were attending the “Boo-Hoo Breakfast” sponsored by 

our PTA and 2007-2008 PTA president, Mary Taylor. All our teachers had 

their classrooms and curriculum well prepared.  It was a wonderful opening.  

Torrey Hills staff will utilize PLCs to analyze formative and summative 

assessments, identify SMART goals, and collaboratively plan and implement 

instruction to ensure that all students make measurable academic growth. 
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