2006/2007 Hot Lunch Program Underway

The new 06/07 DMUSD lunch program got underway on Monday October 2 at all seven schools.  Dena Whittington, Assistant Superintendent of Business, reports that DMUSD staff served about 12,000 meals during the first ten days of the program.  Dena is also happy to report that the 06/07 lunch program complies with San Diego County Health Department regulations, as well as state and federal requirements.

Superintendent Tom Bishop helped serve lunch to students on eight of the first ten days of the program.  During his visits to all seven sites, Bishop informally interviewed many students and is pleased that students like the menu choices that are being offered.  Bishop praised Whittington’s food service planning efforts over the past six months and also praised the leadership of site principals in making certain that the 06/07 lunch program has started on a positive note.

The implementation of the new 06/07 lunch program has required flexibility and creativity on the part of the SDUHSD team that designs and produces the meals as well as the DMUSD team that transports and serves the meals.  Throughout October, the cooking team at Carmel Valley Middle School has been assessing processes that result in efficient ordering, cooking, and packaging of the DMUSD meals.  At the same time, the DMUSD transportation and meal services teams have been assessing different strategies that will result in safe and efficient procedures at the seven DMUSD schools. Both the food production/cooking team at Carmel Valley Middle School and the District’s transportation and meal service teams are responding on a daily basis to various “start up” challenges as the two teams collaborate with each other to provide DMUSD students with a timely, tasty, and nutritious hot lunch program that complies with state and federal requirements.  

Thanks to all parents at all seven schools for your patience and support as the DMUSD and SDUHSD work through our “start up” challenges in a collaborative manner. Yesterday DMUSD staff decided to stop using the Styrofoam serving plates because we couldn’t find a recycling company that would work with us. Effective later this week, students will be served with recyclable cardboard serving plates.  Since the program went into service on October 2, the DMUSD staff has encouraged parents to communicate with us about any aspect of the new lunch program.  The telephone number to call DMUSD Food Service is 523-6170.  We look forward to your continued feedback on the program.

