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Yes, Amen 

By Mason Puckett 

When we read 2 Corinthians we quickly 
realize that the relationship between Paul 
and the Corinthian church was, for a time at 
least, not on solid ground. Paul speaks of 
tears and the need for forgiveness. Paul and 
the Corinthian church have exchanged 
many letters, of which we only have access 
to the two in our New Testament, and it 
appears that some of these letters were writ-
ten either to instigate or resolve some feel-
ings of bitterness. The letter we call 2 Co-
rinthians exists in the first place largely in 
order that Paul may address some unkind 
words that have been spoken to him. Paul 
has been put on trial, and 2 Corinthians is 
his defense. 
   The first accusation for which Paul offers 
a defense deals with an in-person visit that 
was supposed to happen, but didn't. Paul 
had planned to visit Corinth but ended up 
changing his travel plans. He decided that 
the current state of things would not have 
made for a positive and helpful face to face 
encounter. Perhaps there were some more 
practical reasons his travel plans needed to 
change as well that we don't know about. 
To the Corinthians, this looks like fickle-
ness. Is Paul being dishonest? Is Paul turn-
ing out to be the kind of person who says 
yes one minute and no the next minute, de-
pending on whichever benefits himself? 
   So Paul responds: "As surely as God is 
faithful, our word to you has not been 'Yes 
and No.' For Jesus Christ was not 'Yes and 
No,' but in him it is always 'Yes.' For in him 
every one of God's promises is a 'Yes.'" (2 
Cor 1:18-19) This is quite an interesting 
response, given that it's not the only possi-
ble response available to Paul. He could 
stand his ground and refute the character 
assassination happening to him, something 
along the lines of, "How dare you so unfair-
ly characterize me and my actions?!" But 
instead of appealing to his own character, 
Paul appeals to God's character. Paul takes 
a pastoral problem and responds theologi-
cally. Paul's word to the Corinthians is al-
ways yes and never no, not because that's 
who Paul is, but because that's who God is. 

 Order of Worship 
 

Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Levi Montgomery 
 

144 O Worship the King 1-3 

226 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Ron Johnson 

387 Tell Me the Story of Jesus 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

537 Here We Are But Straying Pilgrims 1-3 

538 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 1-4 
 

Scripture Reading—Psalm 27:4-8 
 

469 Faith Is the Victory 1-3 
 

Mason Puckett—Letter of Recommendation 
 

934 Softly and Tenderly 1,2,4 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Allen Naff 

 

   We may have some skepticism about this 
"always yes and never no" business. But Paul is 
seeing things from the cosmic, eternal perspec-
tive of God. All of God's promises since the be-
ginning find their YES in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. Jesus is God's way of say-
ing yes to humanity and to the Church.  
   And this is but the first of a triple yes that Paul 
wants the Corinthians to see in chapter 1. God's 
second yes is rooted not only in kept promises, 
but a promise being made right now - that God 
would claim us and keep us now and forever 
(his Spirit in our hearts is all the proof we need, 
says Paul). The third yes is the human yes, the 
AMEN which we joyfully give back to God. 
Amen is just another word for yes; it means "So 
be it!" or "We agree!"  
   Paul's invitation to the Corinthians, and to us, 
is to take the bitterness and disappointment and 
place it within the context of the God who says 
yes, the God who keeps his promises, who ap-
proaches us with open arms. In pain and confu-
sion and bitterness, there is a YES trying to 
reach our ears. And everything that feels like a 
no is adding up to a yes. That's God's promise, 
now and forever. 

 


