
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  
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Into Oblivion 

By Mason Puckett 
When we approach Easter, it's always 
good to remember that there is no resur-
rection without the cross first. No celebra-
tion without mourning. No victory with-
out defeat. No new life without death. We 
sometimes wish this weren't true. Some-
thing in us wants badly to skip ahead to 
the joy and celebration of the empty 
tomb, but it simply doesn't work that way. 
In order to experience new resurrection 
life, we must first go through the darkness 
of the cross. 
   The Corinthians are having a hard time 
with this. They want nothing to do with 
darkness and mourning. They want to feel 
good and right and victorious all the time, 
never having to pay the price of first ex-
periencing weakness, defeat, and relin-
quishment. Not only do the Corinthians 
want nothing to do with the cruciform 
(cross-shaped) existence, they'd like Paul 
to drop it too. They're not fond of being 
associated with someone who so enthusi-
astically drapes himself in the weakness 
and foolishness of the cross (1 Corinthi-
ans 1:23-25).  
   But because Paul has no embarrassment 
at embodying this weakness and foolish-
ness, he happily writes in 2 Corinthians 4: 
"We have this treasure in clay jars, so that 
it may be made clear that this extraordi-
nary power belongs to God and does not 
come from us." God is setting the world 
right, and partnering with people like Paul 
to do it. Paul says this is like treasure in a 
clay jar, like taking the most beautiful, 
valuable object in the world and trans-
porting it in the cheapest, dirtiest contain-
er you can find. And this is not by mis-
take! This is not a bug in the system. A 
clay jar is exactly where the treasure be-
longs! We wouldn't want people to look 
at the container instead of what's inside it, 
do we? The cross must be allowed to 
make us small and weak, because our 
smallness leaves no room for the illusion 
that the extraordinary power and new life 

 Order of Worship 
 

Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Wayne Price 
 

346 He Lives 1-3 

671 Purer in Heart, O God 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Levi Montgomery 

366 By Christ Redeemed 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

Scripture Reading—Psalm 27:4-8 
 

886 On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 1,2,4 

467 We Have an Anchor 1-3 
 

Mason Puckett—New Creation 
 

940 Only a Step 1-3 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Ron Johnson 

 

God is unleashing on the world could ever 
come from us.  
   So Paul goes on in 2 Corinthians 4 to relish 
his smallness and weakness. "We are afflicted, 
stressed out, persecuted and struck down. 
We're always carrying in the body the death of 
Jesus, always giving ourselves over to death." 
Paul wants his life to be a visible manifesta-
tion of the death of Jesus. It's the first thing he 
wants people to see in him. He will parade 
around his affliction and persecution. He will 
throw himself into oblivion every chance he 
gets. He will happily do so, because it is in 
affliction and persecution and oblivion that 
new life finds its way in. The affliction and 
persecution are difficult, but not completely 
crushing, because the life of Jesus won't allow 
it. "Always carrying in the body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may be made 
visible in our bodies. Always giving ourselves 
over to death, so that the life of Jesus may be 
made visible in our mortal flesh."  
   So we own our failures, insecurities, embar-
rassments, and limitations. We hurl ourselves 
into oblivion. We don't run from the cross. We 
embrace how small and weak we are. It's the 
only way the empty tomb will find us.  

 


