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What the World Cannot Resist 

By Mason Puckett 

The word "beauty" occurs in the Bible 
with some frequency, and it will show up 
more and more once we start looking for 
it. But it's not on every page because 
when the Bible wants to talk about God's 
beauty, it prefers a different word: 
   Glory. 
   It's one of those words we see practi-
cally every time we open our Bibles, and 
sing several times every Sunday, all the 
while maybe not having the clearest defi-
nition of what we mean by it. Glory in 
scripture has some variety of meaning, 
but ultimately refers to reputation, and an 
impressive reputation at that. Glory is 
honor, splendor, radiance. Glory means 
God is getting the acclaim he deserves. 
Glory means we're giving God a standing 
ovation. It means we're seeing God for 
who he is, and he's got our attention.  
   Among the Gospels, John in particular 
leans heavily into the language of glory, 
and uses this language in a way we might 
not have expected. In John 12, there are 
some Greeks who are seeking out Jesus, 
which alerts Jesus to the fact that the 
news about him has officially gotten out. 
Jesus isn't a big fish in a small pond. The 
whole world is talking about him, which 
prompts him to say, "The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified." In 
other words, it's now time for the story to 
move solely in the direction of the cross. 
We all know what happens next - one 
last meal with his disciples, his arrest, his 
trial, and his death and resurrection. But 
Jesus sums all this up with just a word - 
glory. Glory is the name Jesus gives to 
his suffering and death, as if to say, What 
happens next will blow your minds and 
get the whole world's attention. 
   Jesus makes a teaching moment out of 
this, reminding his disciples that real life 
cannot exist with giving ourselves over 
to death. Then Jesus says a prayer, 
"Father, glorify your name." And the Fa-
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Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Steve Kaufman 
 

810 Listen to Our Hearts 1-2 

747 Sing On, Ye Joyful Pilgrims 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Ron Johnson 

383 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

Scripture Reading—Psalm 27:4-8 
 

144 O Worship the King 1-3 

147 I Stand Amazed 1-4 
 

Mason Puckett—The Scandal of Adoration 
 

945 Kneel at the Cross 1-3 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Allen Naff 

 

ther responds, "I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again." Everyone present is aston-
ished at having heard this, while Jesus clari-
fies that this heavenly interaction has hap-
pened not for his own sake (he and the Father 
are already on the same page), but for our 
sake. We are the ones who must be convinced 
that the revelation of God's glory could be 
seen through the gruesome murder of Jesus. 
Finally, Jesus says, "When I am lifted up 
from the earth [that is, lifted up onto the 
cross], I will draw all people to myself." 
   Jesus will not coerce all people, or argu-
mentatively persuade all people. Jesus will 
draw, allure, magnetically captivate all peo-
ple to himself. Jesus knows that the self-
giving love seen on the cross is going to win 
the whole world over. When we see the death 
of Jesus, we see the glory of Jesus. And when 
we see the glory of Jesus, we see what the 
whole world cannot resist. 
   This is what we offer the world - not the 
greatest force or the most persuasive argu-
ments, but the beauty of self-giving love. Je-
sus is enabling us to see glory, beauty, and 
the cross all at the same time. And we will 
show the world how to see the same.  

 


