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To Adore Jesus 

By Mason Puckett 

If we're going to talk about the beauty of 
God, we have to also talk about the effect 
that beauty has on us. After all, what good 
is beauty if it can't be seen and admired? 
The whole point of "glory" in the Bible is 
that God's beauty and radiance is getting 
our attention. In Psalm 27, encountering the 
beauty of God results in "shouts of joy." In 
a parable from Matthew 13, the sudden dis-
covery of treasure immediately results in 
selling all of one's possessions to obtain 
what is now most valuable. In Revelation 5, 
the sight of Jesus the lamb results in all of 
creation bowing down and singing, 
"Worthy is the lamb!" The beauty of God 
can't help but to draw something out of us. 
So a question worth asking is, what do we 
do with someone else's reaction to God's 
beauty, someone who responds and praises 
differently than we do? Do we join in? Do 
we judge and condemn? Or neither - do we 
refrain from judging, but still keep our dis-
tance?  
   In Luke 7, Jesus is invited to dinner by 
Simon the Pharisee. Then, an uninvited 
guest shows up - a woman whose sin is un-
specified to us but known in her own com-
munity. She begins to wet Jesus' feet with 
her tears, dry them with her hair, and anoint 
them with her own costly ointment. This 
bothers Simon, which earns him a swift 
rebuke from Jesus. Jesus offers Simon a 
hypothetical scenario: two people in debt, 
one with much more debt than the other, 
have their debts forgiven; which of the two 
people will be happier about this? Simon 
gives the obviously correct answer: the one 
who had the greater debt forgiven. 
"Exactly!" Jesus responds. Then Jesus 
points out the irony of their present situa-
tion. Simon, the buttoned up, never-broke-a
-rule-in-his-life Pharisee has shown little 
hospitality and love. But this sinful woman, 
out of her deep pain and gratitude toward 
Jesus, has displayed an excessive level of 
hospitality and love. 
   Simon is repulsed that someone so sinful 
could love and adore Jesus so much. Ac-
cording to someone like Simon, you're only 
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allowed to adore Jesus if you qualify, if you're 
worthy, if you're not too sinful. A similar story 
occurs in the other Gospels. "While Jesus was 
eating, a woman came in with a beautiful ala-
baster jar of expensive perfume and poured it 
over his head. The disciples were indignant. 
'What a waste!' they said." (Matthew 26:7-8) In 
this instance, it's the disciples themselves who 
disapprove, this time because her love for Jesus 
is too extravagant, too wasteful.  
   It turns out, to adore Jesus is something of a 
scandal. Unfortunately, I can hear myself echo-
ing Simon ("She's drawing too much attention to 
herself." "We were trying to just have a nice 
dinner and conversation." "She's being too 
wasteful with her gift."). The beauty of Jesus is 
going to inspire all kinds of adoration and 
praise. Adoring Jesus is not a one-note song, so 
how will we respond to the chorus of adoration? 
What will we do when the beauty of Jesus draws 
something of that person over there that it hasn't 
drawn out of us? 
   Some of us need to be less like Simon and 
more like Jesus (and I'm at the front of that line). 
Some of us may need to let extravagant love and 
praise come not only from our neighbor, but 
from ourselves too. When the beauty of Jesus 
creates something unexpected, extravagant, and 
raw, let's not get in the way. 

 


