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A nursery for young 
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Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
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sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
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535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 

 February 6th, 2022 

Bertram Church of Christ 

 

 

All Else Fades Away 

By Mason Puckett 

Psalm 27 invites us into a faith that wants 
nothing in life except to come into God's 
presence for no reason other than adoring 
God. God is love, and God is also lovely. 
Jesus is irresistible and faith is infinitely 
captivating. Our God not only reveals 
truth. Our God reveals beauty - unimagina-
ble, incomparable beauty capable of leav-
ing us speechless. Can you think of a time 
you were so overcome by joy and awe that 
you were left speechless? Sometimes beau-
ty confronts us in unmistakable and memo-
rable ways. Now, can you think of the last 
time you smiled? The last time you had a 
good meal? The last time someone showed 
you a small act of kindness? Beauty re-
veals itself in a thousand small ways every 
day. We should expect nothing less from 
the God whose kingdom is planted like a 
mustard seed, or hidden like a little bit of 
yeast within flour to make the dough rise. 
   In Matthew 13, Jesus tells these two par-
ables to say, "God is active, God is plant-
ing! Don't underestimate the kingdom of 
heaven just because you can't see it at 
first." If Jesus stopped there, we'd already 
have a lot to go on: are we paying attention 
for the mustard seeds God is planting all 
around us every day? Are we willing to 
give ourselves to a kingdom that makes us 
wait so patiently? These short parables are 
enough to challenge our most fundamental 
assumptions about God and the world. But 
Jesus isn't finished yet. The mustard seed 
and the yeast describe a God who initiates. 
But what about the human response? So 
Jesus tells another couple of parables that 
show the shock and joy of discovering 
what God has hidden. 
   The kingdom of heaven is like someone 
who stumbles over buried treasure in a 
field. So he instantly, joyously sells every-
thing he owns in order to buy the field. 
Then, the kingdom of heaven is like some-
one searching for the rarest pearl. When he 
eventually finds it, he sells everything he 
owns in order to buy the pearl.  

 Order of Worship 
 

Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Wayne Price 
 

4 To God Be the Glory 1-3 

671 Purer in Heart, O God 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Jerry Don Sanders 

364 Come, Share the Lord 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

Scripture Reading—Psalm 27:4-8 
 

18 Faithful Love 1-2 

280 Thou Art the Way 1-3 
 

Mason Puckett—The Allure of Gentleness 
 

321 What Is He Worth to Your Soul? 1-3 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Arlan Montgomery 

 

   Two parables about someone discovering that 
which is most beautiful, most valuable, and tak-
ing every possible measure to attain it. In both 
parables, the immediate and instinctual reaction 
to this discovery is to sell everything else. 
Nothing else has any value anymore. Do we 
have to impoverish ourselves in order to be a 
part of God's kingdom? I don't know, but ques-
tions that start with "Do we have to..." usually 
produce more frustration than anything else. 
Perhaps a better question would be - Where has 
God hidden this thing that is so overwhelming-
ly beautiful and valuable that everything else 
becomes colorless and flavorless in compari-
son?  
   The beauty of Jesus and his kingdom is so 
great, so immense, so overwhelming that noth-
ing else compares. All else fades away. Noth-
ing else has the allure. Nothing else is shiny 
enough to draw us away from Jesus. As the 
Church, we are not the people who stand on the 
moral high ground with all the answers. We are 
the people who have stumbled over buried 
treasure. What have we already let go of in or-
der to take hold of that which is most valuable 
and most beautiful? What still needs letting go? 
The promise of these parables is that whatever 
we let go, we won't regret it. 

 


