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What Captures Our Hearts 

By Mason Puckett 
An exploration of beauty will sooner or 
later lead us to the book of Revelation. The 
book of Revelation is a lot things, one of 
which being a delicately painted picture full 
of incredible, even mind-bending images, 
and a carefully crafted story with rich vo-
cabulary and outbursts of praise. Revela-
tion, being another word for apocalypse, 
functions like any other apocalypse in an-
cient Israel: it responds to chaos and suffer-
ing in the world by reimagining the unfold-
ing of human history as a vast cosmic dra-
ma. Revelation uses strange and thought-
provoking imagery to describe how God's 
will comes into conflict with our broken 
world. 
   In Revelation 4, the author John is sud-
denly transported to the throne room of 
God. There is the throne, and the one seated 
on the throne, as if to say, Yes, Church, I 
know there is evil and suffering in this 
world, but it could never hope to knock 
God off his throne. Surrounding God's 
throne are 24 smaller thrones on which are 
seated "elders," representatives of God's 
people. Then, there are four strange crea-
tures present, each with six wings, many 
eyes, and a different type of face (one lion, 
one ox, one human, and one eagle), repre-
senting the variety of created beings on 
earth. These are singing a song: "Holy, ho-
ly, holy is the Lord God Almighty."  
   Now, beginning in Revelation 5, John 
notices a scroll in the hand of the one on the 
throne, and there's a problem: no one has 
been found who is worthy to take and open 
this scroll. The scroll contains God's will to 
confront and overcome the brokenness in 
our world, and being the one by which his 
will unfolds is no simple task. It seems no 
one at all is worthy for undertaking this 
task. John is in a state of dismay until one 
of the 24 elders assures him, "Weep no 
more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah 
has conquered, so that he can take the scroll 
and open it." 
   But when John looks, he sees not a lion, 
but a lamb, and a slaughtered lamb at that. 
Yet, the lamb lives and approaches the 

 Order of Worship 
 

Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Allen Naff 
 

19 Come, Thou Almighty King 1-3 

20 We Worship and Adore You 

21 Thou Are Worthy, Great Jehovah 

144 O Worship the King 1-3 

395 Follow Me 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Levi Montgomery 

373 A Hill Called Mount Calvary 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

Scripture Reading—Psalm 27:4-8 
 

886 No Tears in Heaven 1-3 

77 Glorify Thy Name 1-3 
 

Mason Puckett—Glory 
 

934 Softly and Tenderly 1,2,4 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Arlan Montgomery 

 

throne to receive the scroll. At this revelation of 
the lamb, those in the throne room immediately 
fall down and worship and sing: "Worthy are 
you to take the scroll." Then, a chorus of angels 
(thousands upon thousands) joins the praise: 
"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain." And then 
the chorus gets even bigger! Every creature in 
heaven and on earth begins singing: "To the 
Lamb be blessing and honor and glory!" 
   There is this primal instinct to fall down and 
burst open with praise at the sight of the little, 
sweet Lamb. It is not the lion who has evoked 
these blessings, but the Lamb. The one who has 
conquered, the one who is worthy above all, is 
none other than the Lamb. And it is the beauty 
of the Lamb that brings all of creation to its 
knees, not because we're too intimidated to re-
main standing, but because we're too in love, too 
overcome with awe to remain standing. It turns 
out a lion is not the best image to describe who 
God is. When all of creation bows down, it is a 
lamb, the ultimate image of sweetness and ten-
derness, at the center. So let us live always in 
awe of the Lamb. Let his sweetness and tender-
ness be what captures our hearts unlike anything 
else. 

 


