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Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
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Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
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auditorium by Thursday or 
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737.299.4095 daytime or 
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sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
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Our Mission is Gentleness 

By Mason Puckett 
As Christians, we are part of the best story 
in the world. No other story, narrative, phi-
losophy or worldview is even a fraction as 
captivating and exhilarating as Jesus. Every 
time we open our bibles, we see Jesus not 
only saying the opposite of worldly wis-
dom, but doing the opposite. He proves by 
his words and behavior that anyone else 
laying claim to truth and beauty is woefully 
mistaken.   
   If we're looking for the opposite of world-
ly wisdom, Isaiah 42 is about as good as it 
gets. Here God anoints and calls his 
"servant," the one through whom God's will 
and justice make their way into the world. 
"I have put my spirit upon him; he will 
bring forth justice to the nations." This 
seems a likely calling for God's anointed. 
But then the means by which this justice is 
established is counterintuitive to say the 
least. "He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street. A bruised 
reed he will not break, and a dimly burning 
wick he will not quench. He will faithfully 
bring forth justice." (Isaiah 42:1-4) The 
servant manifests justice by not making 
himself heard, and by doing so little harm 
and violence that even bruised reeds and 
tiny flames are safe around him. If this is 
the care and compassion the servant has for 
bruised reeds and vulnerable flames, how 
much care and compassion must he have 
for bruised and vulnerable people?  
   What do you think of when you hear the 
word justice? Perhaps a courtroom? Or 
maybe spaghetti westerns or superhero 
movies? We often associate justice with 
punishing the "bad guys." But biblical jus-
tice is more about restoration than retribu-
tion. Biblical justice is often expressed as 
caring for orphans, widows, and strangers. 
Justice means lifting up the lowly. Even so, 
there's something about spaghetti western 
justice that speaks to us. We like the idea of 
the good cowboy mounting his horse and 
defeating the bad cowboys, thus making all 
our problems go away within the span of a 
single movie. So we come to Isaiah 42 with 
some mixed feelings. Can this really be 

 Order of Worship 
 

Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Levi Montgomery 
 

286 Wonderful Story of Love 1-3 

450 Give Me the Bible 1-3 

589 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Ronnie Brooks 

350 When My Love to Christ Grows Weak 1-5 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

381 Years I Spent in Vanity 1-4 

611 Heavenly Sunlight 1-3 
 

Scripture Reading—Psalm 27:4-8 
 

234 Worthy Is the Lamb 1-3 
 

Mason Puckett—Worthy Is the Lamb 
 

622 Ring Out the Message 1-3 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Allen Naff 

 

how God's justice makes its way into the world? 
If it seems impractical, it likely did to its origi-
nal audience too. Isaiah 42 was written to Israel-
ites suffering through the Babylonian exile. 
They're looking for a word of good news and 
relief. Do you think the quiet, gentle servant of 
Isaiah 42 is what they're looking for? Or do you 
think they'd like a more typical hero figure to 
ride in on his horse and wipe out all the bad 
guys at once. But Isaiah 42 is God's assurance 
that justice does not happen through the might to 
be stronger than Babylon. It happens through the 
total opposite of Babylon. 
   So it's no wonder that the early Christians so 
readily associated the servant of Isaiah 42 with 
Jesus (Matthew 12:15-21). Jesus is the perfect 
embodiment of God's gentle and quiet justice. 
But before the "servant" was Jesus, it was Isaiah 
42's name for Israel, and now, the Church. Jesus 
doesn't have to do his work alone. He calls us 
into the gentleness and quietness of the servant 
as well. Justice makes its way into the world 
through the irresistible beauty of quiet and gen-
tleness. The world is and always will be smitten 
by the sweetness and meekness of Jesus. Our 
mission is gentleness. Jesus will show us how. 
The world won't be able to help but notice.  

 


