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Let Me See 

By Mason Puckett 
We're caught off guard in Mark 8 when it 
takes Jesus two attempts to heal a man of 
his blindness. But it begins to make 
sense over the course of the next couple 
of chapters as we see another kind of 
blindness - not a literal blindness, but an 
even deeper blindness in which the disci-
ples, for all their time spent with Jesus, 
can't seem to see who he really is. Peter 
declares that Jesus is the Messiah, but 
can't get on board with Jesus' message of 
suffering and the cross. Surely the Messi-
ah will not suffer and die, right? But Je-
sus assures him that this is indeed how 
the story is meant to play out, and that 
being a disciple means self-denial, fol-
lowing (not leading), and taking up a 
cross. From this point through the end of 
Mark 10, we see over and over again just 
how blind the disciples are to who Jesus 
really is. Like the twice-healed blind 
man, the disciples' blindness is so great, 
so vast that it will take Jesus more than 
one try to make them see. 
   A second time Jesus predicts his com-
ing suffering and death, and it somehow 
sparks a conversation among the disci-
ples as to which of them is the greatest, 
the most likely to succeed and gain pow-
er. So Jesus takes a child in his arms, an 
image of helplessness and vulnerability, 
and tells the disciples that they should 
have the same weakness and vulnerabil-
ity in themselves. Then, Jesus predicts 
his suffering and death a third time! So 
James and John come to him privately 
and ask for a special place of power next 
to him. But Jesus responds that his idea 
of power is completely different than the 
world's idea of power. In the world, pow-
erful people "lord it over" their subjects. 
"But it is not so with you." Followers of 
Jesus are to be servants, to strive to finish 
last in the rat race. 
   It's beginning to look like there's no 
hope for the disciples to see what Jesus 
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Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Arlan Montgomery 
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wants them to see. However, the disciples are 
only guilty of the thing we're all guilty of: 
wanting Jesus to validate us. We want Jesus 
to validate our beliefs, our goals, our politics. 
We hope that the good news of Jesus is that 
he's here to tell us we're getting everything 
right, and our opponents are getting every-
thing wrong. But Jesus doesn't want to sign 
off on how we already see the world. He 
wants to draw us into how he sees the world.  
   And just when it looks like the disciples are 
too blind to see how and what Jesus wants 
them to see, the story turns. Here at the very 
end of Mark 10, Jesus meets a blind man 
named Bartimaeus who makes the request, 
"Let me see again." And Jesus does just that. 
All of these stories in which the disciples 
demonstrate their great blindness are 
bookended by two stories in which Jesus 
heals blindness. 
   Our blindness is great and vast. But the 
good news found in the Gospel of Mark is 
that no amount of blindness is any match for 
Jesus. When he encounters blindness, he 
heals. There is hope for our eyes yet.  

 


