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One Thing 

By Mason Puckett 

What is it that makes God, Jesus, and faith 
irresistible? What makes it captivating and 
beautiful? These are important questions, 
likely more important than we give them 
credit for. Understanding our faith in terms 
of beauty often takes a back seat to truth. 
Who's right and who's wrong? Who's got 
the facts on their side? Maybe even, how 
can we use the truth to prove someone else 
wrong and make them look bad? This is 
the danger of our modern Western preoc-
cupation with truth. Truth, when detached 
from love and justice, simply puffs up the 
ego and the powerful. That's not to say that 
truth doesn't matter. Of course it matters. 
But truth is not an end in itself. It's meant 
to point us toward God and how to live in 
accordance with his will. And if we are 
willing to give beauty its moment in the 
spotlight, we're likely to find that it will 
lead us in the direction of truth anyway. 
   Psalm 27, rich in poetry and confidence, 
is a perfect opportunity to place beauty in 
the spotlight. The Psalmist is assailed by 
enemies, troubles, slander, and loved ones 
who abandon. The poem oscillates be-
tween woe and resolve. "Though an army 
encamp against me, my heart shall not 
fear." The confidence of Psalm 27 has 
nothing to do with ignoring pain and be-
trayal. The peace of Psalm 27 is not found 
by keeping one's head in the sand. Instead, 
Psalm 27 presents the presence of God, 
specifically experienced in the temple, as 
being so infinitely peaceful and lovely that 
enemies and troubles have a hard time fol-
lowing us into that space. The poem paints 
a picture of someone seeking refuge from 
trouble in exactly the place designed to be 
a refuge from all that is contrary to the 
love of God. It's no wonder Jesus is later 
so enraged when he finds the temple over-
taken by the greedy preying on the vulner-
able.  
   Nowhere in Psalm 27 is the request for 
retribution or solutions. Rather, the Psalm-
ist seeks only one thing. "One thing I ask 
from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I 

 Order of Worship 
 

Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Levi Montgomery 
 

381 Years I Spent in Vanity 1-4 

867 To Canaan’s Land I’m on My Way 1-4 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk 

383 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

113 His Grace Reaches Me 1-2 

23 Our God, He Is Alive 1-4 
 

Scripture Reading—Matthew 13:31-35 
 

2 We Praise Thee, O God 1-5 
 

Mason Puckett—Buried Treasure 
 

945 Kneel at the Cross 1-3 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Ron Johnson 

 

may dwell in the house of the LORD all the 
days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the 
LORD." (Psalm 27:4) In the face of enemies, 
troubles, slander and abandonment, the Psalm-
ist only desires to intimately experience the 
wonderful beauty of God, not just for a little 
while, but all day, every day, forever. Amaz-
ingly, this poem never makes its way around to 
solving the problem of enemies and troubles. 
To be sure, there are plenty of Psalms that do 
ask for retribution and solutions. Psalm 27 is 
not one of them. God's beauty is not one thing 
we experience while on the way to the real 
thing. It is the only thing. The antidote to fear 
and anxiety and trouble is beauty. Not retalia-
tion. Not clever problem solving. Not self help. 
But the pure, raw, intense beauty of God. Psalm 
27's answer to enemies and troubles is to enter 
into God's presence and simply enjoy that pres-
ence. 
   To be the Church is to let beauty be our great-
est desire and greatest motivator. Being the 
Church means that before we ask for anything 
from God, we simply enjoy God. It means that 
we continually come into his presence, not to 
find solutions, but because we wish to experi-
ence the most beautiful thing in the world. 

 


