
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
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Randall Benson 

Bryan Castleberry 
Boyd Edwards 
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Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 
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Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  
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Already Praying 

By Mason Puckett 
The life of prayer can be intimidating, but 
it's not meant to be. "Come to me all you 
who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light." Jesus speaks these words to those 
he knows have been burdened by religion. 
Faith has been made a heavy burden, and 
he wants us to know how light and easy a 
thing it is to approach him. And while 
we're trying to hear Jesus say this, prayer 
can still intimidate us. One reason for this 
is that prayer is not always as rewarding as 
we feel it should be. Sometimes prayer 
offers answers to our questions, or a spe-
cial feeling of closeness to God, or peace 
that dispels anger and bitterness. But even-
tually, there are dry spells. The questions 
don't come and God doesn't feel any closer 
than before. We may be tempted to ask, 
"What am I doing wrong?" 
   Like the newly liberated Israelites in Ex-
odus and Numbers who experience the 
dryness of the wilderness immediately af-
ter experiencing the joy of rescue, we may 
wonder why God would claim us and save 
us just to make us wander through seasons 
of spiritual dryness, seasons of prayer de-
void of excitement and flavor. Perhaps the 
answer is, at least in part, that the wilder-
ness is better than the alternative. The al-
ternative is that God is somehow obligated 
to attend to us every single time we feel 
like calling on him, like some butler whose 
job is to respond every time we ring a bell 
at him. When prayer dries up, we may ask, 
"What am I doing wrong?" But the wilder-
ness is more likely a sign that we're doing 
something right. Any marriage, friendship 
or other relationship must traverse the wil-
derness sooner or later. Can the marriage 
survive the dry spells? God drops us in the 
desert because he knows we can handle it. 
He's got enough faith in us to keep going. 
   In Romans 8, when Paul discusses the 
future glory that awaits not only believers, 

 Order of Worship 
 

Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Boyd Edwards 
 

23 Our God, He Is Alive 1-4 

63 I Will Call upon the Lord 

71 As the Deer 1-2 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Arlan Montgomery 

364 Come, Share the Lord 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

429 Oh, To Be Like Thee 1-3 

742 When upon Life’s Billows 1-3 
 

Scripture Reading—Psalm 23 
 

791 On Bended Knee 1-2 
 

Mason Puckett—Beauty 
 

926 What Will You Do with Jesus? 1,2,4 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Ronnie Brooks 

 

but all of creation, he acknowledges that prayer 
plays a central role in this eager waiting. "The 
Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words." 
Reasons to not pray can pile up on us. And 
when prayer becomes too difficult, too daunt-
ing, there is a sigh, a groan, a huff. Don't over-
look that huff, says Paul! That small burst of air 
that just escaped your body is nothing less than 
the Holy Spirit pushing the air out of your 
lungs as an act of prayer. A sigh is simply a 
prayer from God, to God, through us. And God 
doesn't seem to care that it's inarticulate. God 
seems to be saying, "Just give a voice to your 
exhaustion and discouragement. Just push a 
little air out of your lungs, and it will be music 
to my ears." 
   Prayer is as natural a part of us as breathing, 
as close to us as the air in our lungs. So let us 
not be intimidated by prayer. And let us be-
come more and more aware of the prayers our 
lungs were already praying.  

 


