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The Apocalypse Already Happened 

By Mason Puckett 
The apocalypse already happened.  
   I don't know if you consider that to be a 
strange statement or not. But the Bible's idea 
of apocalypse is much bigger than the end of 
the world. Apocalypse is revelation, unveil-
ing. We're seeing God do something we have-
n't seen him do before. Jesus is that apoca-
lypse, and the whole New Testament is an 
attempt to observe this revelation, react to it, 
and rethink our whole being in light of it.  
   The prophet Isaiah looked forward to such 
an apocalypse when he prayed, "O that you 
would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence - as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil - to make 
your name known to your adversaries, so that 
the nations might tremble at your pres-
ence!" (Isaiah 64) Isaiah offers up this prayer 
at a specific moment in Israel's history. Israel 
has experienced exile, and the predator nation 
Babylon has laid waste to Jerusalem and her 
temple. This prayer goes on to address the 
grief and malaise felt throughout Israel; what 
once felt like a special and meaningful place 
has become a wilderness, the prophet says. 
And so an apocalypse is needed! God must 
tear the heavens themselves apart and de-
scend upon his world. Isaiah wants no subtle 
entrance from God, but a sudden, startling 
invasion of divine glory, so intense that entire 
mountains will shake, brushwood will catch 
fire and water will boil. God must make his 
intense and glorious presence known not only 
to his own people, but to his enemies. The 
prophet could not be more clear: God, we 
need you to show up in the most unmistaka-
ble, irreversible way you possibly can.  
   Enter Jesus. It's been roughly five centuries 
since Isaiah's prayer, and it's time for the rev-
elation to finally happen. John the Baptist has 
been preparing the way. Now the Gospel of 
Mark tells us, "In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of 
the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove into 
him." (Mark 1:9-10) Mark won't let us miss 
the connection to the prophet's ancient prayer. 
At the moment Jesus is baptized, the veil be-
tween heaven and earth is ripped open so the 
Spirit of God can make his unmistakable, 
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irreversible entrance. The arrival of Jesus is every-
thing Isaiah was hoping for. Now, Jesus fulfills the 
next piece of Isaiah's prayer. Immediately after his 
baptism, Jesus is thrust into the wilderness for for-
ty days to do battle with Satan. Isaiah prayed that 
God's presence would be made known to his ene-
mies, and so Jesus goes into the desert to confront 
the enemy.  
   Finally, Jesus begins his Galilee ministry, 
preaching to Israel what we readers already know 
thanks to Isaiah and Mark: "The time is fulfilled 
and the kingdom of God has drawn near." The 
time is fulfilled! Isaiah's future is now our present! 
God's kingdom, that is, all of God's fullness, mys-
tery, and reign is right here. 
   The apocalypse has already happened. The king-
dom of God has already drawn near. We don't 
have to make it happen. It already did. Now as we 
exit the Gospel of Mark, let us do so with the daily 
awareness that God has already made his presence 
unmistakably, irreversibly known. The enemy has 
already been confronted and defeated. God's full-
ness, mystery, and reign are to be experienced 
right here, right now. 

 


