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    The role of an artist has an astounding significance in the global society. Artists are 

one of several groups of  people that have a direct influence on massive issues and 

events. My decision of becoming a jazz musician can positively affect my community in 

a myriad of ways. In becoming a jazz musician, I consider myself sort of a  motivational 

conduit for other young people inspired by this music; and, I serve as a role model for my 

community. Being an artist is truly a privilege which comes with serious responsibility.     

 

An artist has the ability  to take on many roles in our global society and it is for this 

reason it makes sense not to narrow it down to just one. An artist, can be an entertainer, 

political activist, philanthropist, and philosopher all at the same time. The reason artists  

inherit so many roles in a worldwide society is because its essential for them to stay 

relevant with the development of culture and ideas. By maintaining a persistent 

observation on the development of the culture and ideas that take place globally, artists 

can always ensure the connection between their work and the people who appreciate it. 

This is why artists such as Miles Davis had such long and illustrious careers. Miles 

understood that development of culture and ideas were imperative in blending indigenous 

societies. He realized he had to develop his own artistry. An artist should forever be 

aware of his surroundings. 

  

    My decision of becoming a jazz musician will definitely have a positive affect on my 

community. I am an African-American and for that reason alone, I am setting an example 



for other black youths by allowing them to understand that it really is cool to play jazz; 

it's the beginning of all melodious form and represents sounds from deep within. Since 

jazz is rooted from African heritage and slave spirituals, it's important  for young 

African-American kids to be knowledgeable of jazz history. Jazz is not just an American  

art form,  its the First American art form; its world art form. For that reason I have taken 

on the responsibility to inform as many young people across the globe about this music. 

  

    By understanding the insurmountable number of roles that an artist can attain and 

realizing that being a jazz musician can be influential in relation to my community, my 

possibilities are endless. These are qualities that should be embedded in all BGJI 

students. I know I possess all of them.  

  

 


