
Financial Aid Office 
Berklee College of Music 
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Dear Members of the Financial Aid Office, 

      I am writing this letter on behalf of a wonderfully dedicated and passionate young lady who is 

currently enrolled in your college.  Her name is Miss Ida Khojandpour.  She is currently studying in 

Valencia, Spain as part of your affiliate program abroad.  I recently spoke to her about the musical and 

life-changing experiences she’s had while attending school there. She articulated that this is, by far, the 

most extraordinary and educational experience of her life. She has learned and seen more than she ever 

dreamed of and has gained knowledge and expertise in her musical field that will forever change the 

way she learns, performs, and deals with work and life.  That is pretty powerful!  As her former vocal 

coach and instructor, and a close family friend, I am impressed and inspired by what I heard! That is 

exactly what experiences like these are supposed to do for young people. I am thrilled that Ida has had 

the opportunity to travel and study there! 

      While these endeavors are incredibly educational and fulfilling, they can also be very expensive.  

I know Ida and her family have been working diligently to raise the necessary funds to subsidize her 

education.  This has been very difficult for them since her father is currently out of work, her mother is 

struggling with a small self-run business, and they are also trying to support their extended family from 

Iran. While home, Ida was working two jobs and trying to contribute money to help her family while also 

managing school, studies, and living in Boston.  The cost to attend any college has grown exponentially 

in recent decades.  Many families struggle to make ends meet while trying to pay for a college 

education.  When Ida graduated from Shrewsbury High School, she had a very strong desire to attend 

Berklee College of Music.  I knew it had been her dream to go there and that she had the right drive, 

talent and work ethic.  She did not have the necessary funds to attend, so instead, she opted to study at 

a local university, and worked to raise additional money. The following year she was able to transfer to 

Berklee. During this time, she also developed an even greater work ethic, drive and passion for her 

music and an intense desire to succeed and reach her goals.  I was very pleased to see an even more 

mature, harder working young woman that was determined to find a way to get into Berklee.  When she 

did, she was ready to seize this opportunity and make the most of it.   

     I know her family has struggled financially, so she spent the Fall of 2012 interning with me and 

working so she could save enough to pay for college. She then injured herself, preventing her from 

working the hours and time needed to further subsidize all her costs.  I cannot imagine that she not be 

able to continue her studies at Berklee College of Music, because she cannot afford to pay for her 

tuition.  My husband, Paul Tomashefsky, (1983 graduate in the Music Education department), and his 

colleague and dear friend Mirek Kocandrle, who was a long standing professor at Berklee, (before 

passing away last April), both advised Ida to keep persevering. They encouraged her to never give up her 

dream to finish her education at what they consider the best music college in the world!  Both keenly 



aware of her drive and passion, along with her dedication to music, they truly believe that Ida is studying 

where she belongs and think her best opportunities will be available if she is allowed to complete her 

education at Berklee. 

     I am respectfully requesting that you consider Ida for any scholarship money or additional 

financial aid available that will better assist her in attending your fine college.  Ida has worked above and 

beyond to keep her grades high, perform in various ensembles that will best further her career and 

worked with her peers and professors to enrich and support them in any possible way.  She is a kind, 

respectful young lady and continues to grow and strive to learn more about being a better musician, 

vocalist, composer, arranger and individual. I think Ida Khojandpour is a person worth investing in! 

Thank you for your time and consideration! 

 Sincerely yours, 

 

 Mrs. Ann M. Tomashefsky 
 1 Bittersweet Circle 
 Shrewsbury, Massachusetts 01545 
 (508)757-5777 (home) 
 ptomashefsky@townisp.com 
 
 
 
Mr. Paul Tomashefsky (Trumpet - Berklee Alumni 1983) 
Grade 5 Band Director (1989-present) 
Mill Pond Elementary School 
6 Olde Hickory Path 
Westborough, MA 01545 
(508) 836-7780 ext: 3048 
tomashep@westborough.k12.ma.us 
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