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BBPA first annual Pub Chef of the Year Award – how can you help? 
 
I’m sure you share my view that the pub industry needs to recruit more pub chefs.  
 
To help attract ambitious new people to the industry the BBPA has been involved in launching the Pub 
Chef Passion campaign.  
 
Now, we have launched a new initiative, the Pub Chef of the Year Award. The award aims to celebrate 
some of the UK’s finest pub chefs and recognise the dedication, innovation and excellence they have 
developed from learning their trade through working in UK pubs. 
 
First steps 
 
We also want to make sure Parliament recognises the pub trade for producing some of the best chefs in 
the country. So as part of the entry process, we have asked MPs to nominate pubs and chefs from their 
constituency. 
 
Being nominated, shortlisted or winning the award will provide fantastic benefits - not just to the chef, but 
also to their pub and your company as a whole. 
 
We hope the campaign will be hugely successful, generating local and national media coverage. To 
achieve this, we need your help in encouraging MPs to nominate chefs in their constituency. We have 
produced a number of tools below to help you get involved: 
 

1. Write to your local MP(s): A template letter and entry form (template 1) is included below, for you 
to write to or email local MPs, asking them to nominate a pub chef.  Please use the opportunity to 
recommend any outstanding pub chefs– and possibly recommend a visit to the pub to test out the 
fayre! They have until the 30th of November to send in their nominations 

 
2. Publicise your call in your local media: See our outline news release (template 2). 

 
3. Ask your pubs to get involved: See template 3, which includes a template letter to your local MP 

stating why they should nominate them for the awards. 
 

4. Social media aides: Twitter and Facebook is a great way to get pubs involved – Use the hashtag 
#PubChefAwards and tag @beerandpub so we can get involved! We have provided some template 
messaging for you to use below (template 4) and have included the awards logo for use on any 
Pub Chef communications. 

 
With thanks and best wishes.  
 
 
 
 
Brigid Simmonds OBE 
Chief Executive 
 
 

 
 
 



 
TEMPLATE 1 - LETTER TO MPs 

 
XXXX MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
 
DATE 
 
 
Dear XXXX 
 
BBPA Pub Chef of the Year Awards – nominate our pub in your constituency 
 
As you may already know, this year the All-Party Parliamentary Beer Group and the British Beer & Pub 
Association are launching the inaugural Parliamentary Pub Chef and Young Pub Chef of the Year awards, 
in association with Nestlé Professional. 
 
As an exciting opportunity to recognise the hard work of pub chefs in your constituency, we would like to 
recommend [PUB CHEF NAME] from the [NAME OF PUB] from your constituency. Their post code is [POST 
CODE]. 
 
If you would like to drop in to visit and arrange a photo opportunity at the [NAME OF PUB], please do let us 
know. 
 
OR 
 
As an exciting opportunity to recognise the hard work of pub chefs in your constituency, we would like to 
recommend the following pub chefs from your constituency: 
 
Pub Chef Pub Post code 
PUB CHEF NAME #1 NAME OF PUB #1 POST CODE #1 
PUB CHEF NAME #2 NAME OF PUB #2 POST CODE #2 
PUB CHEF NAME #3 NAME OF PUB #3 POST CODE #3 
PUB CHEF NAME #4 NAME OF PUB #4 POST CODE #4 

 
If you would like to drop in to visit any of the pubs above or arrange a photo opportunity, please do let us 
know. 
 
Please find the details of our recommended pub chefs on the enclosed entry form. Nominees will be 
entered into the full judging process before a final award is presented in the House of Commons early in 
the New Year. You have until the 30th of November to make your nominations. 
 
Pubs in the UK now serve almost one billion meals each year and the position of chef can provide a varied, 
exciting and rewarding career for so many – and we want to encourage more to see this as a great career. 
There is currently a real shortage of pub chefs in the UK and we think this competition is a great way to 
promote a fantastic job creation opportunity. 
 
We hope you will join us in celebrating pub chefs by nominating a local chef. If you would like the entry form 
or a copy of a template press release announcing the nomination electronically, or if you have any further 
questions please contact Josh Green, Public Affairs Manager at the BBPA on jgreen@beerandpub.com.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
XXX  XXXXX 
 
 
 

mailto:jgreen@beerandpub.com


 
 
 
 
 

 
Entry Form 

 
 
Name of nominating Member: 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………….... 
 
Name of nominated pub chef(s) and pub(s): 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address and telephone number of pub(s): 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Why have you nominated this chef or chefs? (you may continue overleaf  
or on additional pages): 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

Please return completed forms to Josh Green, BBPA, Ground Floor, Brewers Hall, Aldermanbury Square, 
London EC2V 7HR 

 



TEMPLATE 2 - DRAFT LOCAL/REGIONAL NEWS RELEASE FOR BBPA MEMBERS 
TO BE ADAPTED BY MEMBERS FOR LOCAL USE 

 
NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
XX September 2015 

 

Local pub chef nominated by local MP for prestigious parliamentary Pub Chef 
of the Year Award 
  
Local  [CONSTITUENCY] [NAME OF MP] has nominated local pub chef [NAME OF PUB CHEF] from [NAME OF PUB] 

for the award. The move is part of a new intuitive from the  British Beer & Pub Association and the All Party Parliamentary 

Beer Group; the Parliamentary Pub Chef of the Year award in partnership with Nestlé Professional. 

 

The prestigious new award seeks nominations from all MPs to recognise a pub chef or chefs in their constituency 

renowned for their great food. Entries will be judged by an expert panel and will be presented in the New Year at an 

awards ceremony in Parliament.    

 

Pubs serve almost a billion meals a year, with more and more pubs recognising that great food will attract more 

customers. Pubs are also vital to the local economy in every part of the country, offering valuable and flexible 

employment, with around 900,000 UK jobs dependent on the trade.   

 

With a national shortage of pub chefs, earlier this year the BBPA, in conjunction with the British Institute of Innkeepers 

(BII) and the Perceptions Group launched the Pub Chef Passion initiative, featuring a short film aimed at promoting the 

pub chef as a career option. This award seeks to build on that work, and encourage young chefs towards a career in 

the pub trade. 

 

[NAME OF MP] commented on their nomination: 

 

“[QUOTE FROM LOCAL MP]”  

 

ENDS 

 
For further information please contact: 
 
Josh Green, Public Affairs Manager: Tel (020) 7627 9154 
Neil Williams, Head of Media: (020) 7627 9156 
 
Notes to editors: 

The British Beer & Pub Association is the leading body representing Britain’s brewers and pub companies. The 
Association is more than a century old and was originally founded as the Brewers’ Society in 1904. Our members 
account for some 90 per cent of beer brewed in Britain today, and own around 20,000 of the nation’s pubs. 

The All-Party Parliamentary Beer Group is a cross party group of MPs who highlight the contribution of brewing and 
pubs to the UK economy and society.  It is the largest All-Party Group in Parliament. 

Nestlé Professional are committed to inspire partners’ growth. Nestlé Professional provide creative branded food and 
beverage solutions for the foodservice industry, which enable our partners to be highly innovative and delight 
consumers.  

http://pubchefpassion.com/video/


TEMPLATE 3- HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN 
 
Help your pub chef get nominated by their MP for the Pub Chef Awards 2016 
 
The British Beer & Pub Association has set up a new exciting award to celebrate Great British 
cooking in pubs. Your pub chef could be nominated by their MP and have the chance to compete 
for the Pub Chef of the Year Award 2016! If they win, not only would your chef provide some great 
press coverage for your pub, but they would be invited to an awards reception in the Houses of 
Parliament and win a prize. 
 
There are 5 stages to the competition: 

1. The chef is nominated by their local MP 
2. The nominated chef will be requested to produce a short written entry to the British Beer & 

Pub Association 
3. The nominees are shortlisted 
4. Shortlisted entries attend a “cook off” in London, where their dishes are presented to a 

panel of judges where a film will be produced to be shown at the Parliamentary reception 
5. The finalists will attend a prestigious Parliamentary reception where the winner will be 

announced 
 
What can you do to get your pub chef nominated? 
 

1. Email your MP: You can find your local MP’s email address at this website.   
https://www.writetothem.com/. It will only take a moment to input your postcode. You can 
then send a personal message, or use the text in the box below. 
 
Dear XXXXX MP 
 
As my local MP, I am writing to ask you to nominate [NAME OF PUB CHEF] from [NAME 
OF PUB AND POST CODE] for the Pub Chef of the Year Award 2016. 
 
I believe you should nominate our pub chef because……… 
 
Please find a copy of the entry form attached. 
 
With best wishes 
 
XXXXX 

 
  
2. Tweet your MP: Send your local MP a message on Twitter: For example ‘Please nominate 

[CHEF NAME] from [PUB NAME] for the @beerandpub #PubChefAwards’ You can find 
your local MP on Twitter, or on the Tweetminster website at: 
http://tweetminster.co.uk/mps/search 

 
 
  

https://www.writetothem.com/
http://tweetminster.co.uk/mps/search


TEMPLATE 4  -  LETTER/EMAIL TEXT TO MPs - FROM PUBLICANS 
 
XXXX MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
 
Dear XXXXX MP 
 
As my local MP, I am writing to ask you to nominate [NAME OF PUB CHEF] from [NAME OF PUB 
AND POST CODE] for the Pub Chef of the Year Award 2016. 
 
I believe you should nominate our pub chef because……… 
 
Please find a copy of the entry form attached. 
 
With best wishes 
 
XXXXX 
  



TEMPLATE 3 – SOCIAL MEDIA AIDES 
 

 
Twitter: 
 
The 1st ever #PubChefAwards 2016 Awards are now open. Ask your local MP to nominate! 
 
The hunt is on for Great Britain’s best pub chefs. Find out more at [link] #PubChefAwards 
 
Ask your MP to enter our chef [INSERT NAME/TWITTER HANDLE] for the #PubChefAwards 
 
Hi [MP TWITTER HANDLE] – why not nominate [ENTER PUB NAME] for the #PubChefAwards 
[link] 
 
Follow @beerandpub for the latest on the #PubChefAwards competition #UKpubs 
 
Does your local do great food? [link] #PubChefAwards #UKpubs 
 
Could your local pub chef be nominated for the #PubChefAwards? [link] #UKpubs 
 
 
Pub Chef logo: 
 

 


