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Consultation 

Relaxation of licensing hours for the Royal Wedding 

The British Beer & Pub Association (BBPA) is the leading organisation representing 

the brewing and pub sector. Our members account for over 90% of the beer brewed 

in the United Kingdom and own around 20,000 of Britain’s public houses. A full list of 

our members can be found here. For the purposes of this consultation we would be 

classed as: 

 

 Trade body representing licensed premises 
 

Do you agree that the order should apply to the sale of alcohol for 

consumption on the premises? 

YES 

Section 172 of the Licensing Act 2003 allows for extended hours to be set on a national 

basis for four consecutive days. Since the Act was introduced in 2005, extended hours 

have been granted for the most recent Royal Wedding, the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

and the World Cup. We believe that it would be appropriate for pubs to be allowed to 

extend their hours on Friday 18th May and Saturday 19th May, both until 1am the 

following morning. 

The BBPA feels that the extension of licensing hours for pubs during the Royal 

Wedding will be a great way to celebrate, as well as having an extremely positive effect 

on the pub sector. The BBPA estimates that the extension of licensing hours during 

the Royal Wedding will give the pub sector a £10 million boost to the trade, bringing in 

extra profits which are vital to our sector. In addition, the extension of licensing hours 

will enable pubs to make the most of the expected increase in tourism. 

Previously, the extension of the opening hours for the Royal Wedding in 2011 had a 

hugely positive effect on our industry. This helped boost beer sales, which that month 

were up by 7.5% against a generally falling market. This extension will also put pubs 

at the heart of the royal wedding celebrations. Pubs and the Royal Family are both 

integral parts of British culture and we believe there is no better way to celebrate such 

a momentous occasion than at a local British pub. The Government’s endorsement of 

such an occasion will benefit pubs in ways which cannot be quantified. During the last 

Royal Wedding, BBPA members reported a ‘feel-good factor’ engendered by the 

Royal Wedding licensing hours extension.  

Breweries can also equally benefit from an extension in licensing hours. During 

previous events, such as the Queens 90th birthday, Marston’s produced a ‘One is 90’ 

3.6% pale ale, Shepherd Neame brewed HMQ, a celebration ale on draught and in a 

presentation bottle, Charles Wells produced Ma’am, a golden ale, whilst Fuller’s 

created Ninety, a pale ale. 

 

http://www.beerandpub.com/membership/our-members
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Pubs will also benefit from the FA Cup final taking place on the same weekend, and 

the advanced notice of the extension of licensing hours will allow licensed premises 

time to prepare and ensure that no football-related disorder will arise. As this 

consultation highlights, whilst football and royal events have coincided in the past (for 

example: Her Majesty’s 90th birthday which coincided with two Euro 2016 matches), 

there is no history of increased disorder due to extensions of licensing hours during 

these periods.  

The BBPA firmly believes that with the extension of licensing hours in the on-trade, 

the nation will all be able to celebrate and make the most of this historic occasion in a 

responsible manner, whilst supporting the British beer and pub sector.  

Do you agree that the order should apply to England and Wales? 

YES 

Pubs across England and Wales would greatly benefit from the relaxation of licensing 

hours for the Royal Wedding. The Licensing Act 2003 applies to both England and 

Wales, and the relaxation of licensing hours will allow pubs across both regions the 

flexibility to extend their licensing hours to celebrate the Royal Wedding. As a national 

celebration, the BBPA feels that everybody across the nation should be able to 

celebrate this historic occasion in their local pub.  

Do you agree that the order should extend licensing hours on Friday 18 May 

until 0100 the following morning? 

YES 

Pubs across both England and Wales would greatly benefit from the relaxation of 

licensing hours for the Royal Wedding on both the Friday and Saturday nights. 

Already, a large number of licensed premises have existing later permissions for 

Friday and Saturday night. The extension of licensing hours will ensure that all pubs 

across the country are able to benefit from the Royal Wedding, giving them a much-

needed boost and allowing them to attract more customers over a longer period of 

time.  

The alternative to relaxing licensing hours nationally would mean a number of pubs 

would have to apply for a Temporary Events Notice (TEN). This would be an additional 

cost for pubs as well as be an administrative burden for both pubs and licensing 

departments. During the World Cup final in 2014, the BBPA estimated that around 

35,000 pubs would be applying to their local authorities for a TEN. A nationwide 

extension of licensing hours would significantly reduce any unnecessary burdens on 

businesses.  

 

Do you agree that the order should extend licensing hours on Saturday 19 May 

until 0100 the following morning? 

YES 

See above. 
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