
 
 

2017 Residential College 
Student Commencement Speaker Competition 

 
 

The 2017 Commencement Committee is pleased to announce the details for the 2017 Commencement 
Student Speaker Competition. 
 
The competition is comprised of two parts:  a written submission and an in-person or virtual speech 
presentation using Skype or Google Hangout.  Both components will be reviewed by the 
Commencement Speaker Selection Committee. 
 
Who is Eligible?  Bay Path University Residential College students who will graduate and receive their 
degree on May 21, 2017 (This includes December, 2016 and May, 2016 graduates.) 
 
Theme:  Student speeches should celebrate Commencement as an exciting new beginning for the graduating 
class and address how a Bay Path University experience has prepared the class for the challenges and 
opportunities that await them in the future. 
 
Judging Process:  The winner will be selected based on a combination of the written submission and 
delivery of the speech during an audition in front of the Commencement Speaker Selection Committee.   

 The speech should be a maximum of two minutes in length. 

 Grammar, writing style, and spelling are important elements of the written submission. 

 Topic relevancy, appropriateness of content, time, delivery, and creativity are important elements of 
the presentation.  

 The speech must be an original work. 

 Finalists will be selected based on their written submissions. 

 In-person and virtual judging will take place during the week of March 26.  (The specific room 
location on the Longmeadow Campus will be announced at a later date.) 

 
Application Materials and Process: 
 
Degree candidates who wish to be considered for the role of Residential College Student Speaker at 
Commencement are asked to follow the steps outlined below: 

 Submissions must be made in a Word document 

 Font used should be Times New Roman 

 Font should be size 12 

 All submissions are to be e-mailed as an attachment to Ashley Pereira, Director of Commencement, 
at commencementinfo@baypath.edu, no than Friday, March 25, 2016. 

 The e-mail subject heading should read “Commencement Student Speaker Competition” 

 The names of the degree candidates who submit presentations will be anonymous to the  
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Selection Committee during the review of the written submission.  Student information is, therefore, 
not to be included on the Word document.  Instead, include the following information in the body of 
the e-mail that is sent with your submission. 

o Name 
o Student ID 
o E-mail address 
o Telephone number 

 The selected degree candidate must be willing to work with a faculty mentor as needed in 
preparation for the delivery of the speech on Commencement Day. 

 
Tips: 

 When planning your speech, think about a topic that will have meaning to the largest number of 
persons. 

 Remember that while the graduating class is your primary audience, the speech should also have 
elements which will be of interest and appeal to faculty, staff, families and distinguished guests. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


