
Baldernock Community Council 

Minutes of meeting on 11th November 2019 

Present: Anne McNair (acting chair), Celia Burns (secretary), Kenneth Whitehall 
(treasurer), Niall Logan, Fiona Howie, Alan Bell,  

Gary Pewes (councillor), Constable Steven McArthur, (Community Police), Alison Hazell 
(Baldernock Community Development Trust). 

Apologies: David Wootton, (chairperson), Penny McElhinney,  

Minutes of the previous meeting: Amendment to Item 5, Roads, 

line 2. Niall Logan said that he would respond in writing to the document from EDC and 
thereafter invite Mr McMenamin to a further meeting. 

Matters Arising: Information still needs to be sought about the presence of Japanese 
Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam in the area, with specific e-mails to recipients of the 
newsletter. Niall suggested  this should include a photograph of each of the offending 
plants. 

The e-mail and photos could be reissued in the spring when the plants would be more 
evident. 

AGENDA 

1.Police Matters Constable McArthur reported that, since the last meeting, there had 
been no crimes of dishonesty, violence, or against property. A stolen motor bicycle had 
been recovered in the area. There had been minor road collisions on Balmore Road – this 
had been at a normal level for a  busy road. Speed enforcement had been carried out on 
an almost monthly basis along with  inspections by the Driving Standards Agency. Some 
vehicles had been taken off the road and a small number of warnings and tickets issued. 
One person had been charged with driving without due care and attention in relation to an 
incident involving a cyclist who had recorded the incident on camera. Constable McArthur 
wished to remind drivers to leave sufficient room when passing cyclists. 

Mr James Ferguson raised the issue of police sirens being used during the night, when 
roads had little traffic. Constable McArthur said that the use of sirens was permitted only 
for training and operational reasons. Jane Logan raised the issue of tractors travelling at 
undue speed when they were pulling large, full, trailers. One trailer had overturned at the 
Torrance roundabout. Constable McArthur said that he would speak to the transport 
manager of the responsible company. 

Fiona Howie said there had been an accident between Branziet and Craigmaddie Road. 
Constable McArthur said that statistics on ‘reportable incidents’ were shared with the 
local authority; if  the Community Council wanted this information then a Freedom of 
Information request could be submitted to Police Scotland. Fiona spoke about illegal 
dumping, including debris from a cannabis farm. Constable McArthur said that cars being 
left was an issue across the Bishopbriggs,Lenzie, and Baldernock areas. Police usually left 
them for the owners or insurance companies to remove. If a vehicle is abandoned then 
police can act. The council can be contacted to remove rubbish. 

2.Financial Report: 

Kenneth informed there was £750 left in the account. It was agreed that the donation to 
the Church for hire of the hall should be increased to £20 per meeting. There was an 
invoice for £40  for publication of the Baldernock Bulletin to be paid. £20 would be made 



available for the hire of the hall on Saturday to display the entries for the Baldernock 
tartan. 

Niall said that members of the Community Council rarely claimed expenses for costs 
incurred - for example, printing – and should be encouraged to do so. 

3.Planning 

There were planning applications in relation to: Hollywood, Balmore Road - extensions to 
the side and rear Bogside Farm, Old Balmore Road – overcladding of dormers Bankell Farm, 
Strathblane Road –Change to existing application, reducing the number of houses from 
eight to seven. Logie Farm – horse exercise yard. 

There were no objections to these applications. 

4.Roads 

Val Penrice raised the issue of speeding on Craigmaddie Road. This had resulted in a near 
miss as she was emerging from her drive. She was also concerned about an accumulation 
of water on the road near the sailing club. Niall explained that efforts had been made by 
the Community Council to address issues about the local roads, including speeding. 
Meetings with officials from East Dunbartonshire Council had, unfortunately, had little 
effect. 

Niall had written a response to the last communication from E.D.C. and would circulate 
this to Community Council members for approval. The letter would include an invitation to 
Thomas McMenamin to attend the next Community Council meeting. 

Fiona Howie said that she would look into how the satellite navigation companies could be 
contacted. 

5.Baldernock Tartan 

Fiona Howie informed that there were 17 entries to choose from. An expert on tartan 
would decide whether the winning entries were suitable or not. 

6.Heaters in the Church Hall 

New heaters have been installed – comments were made on the rise in temperature in the 
hall! 

7.Correspondence 

The following correspondence was received: 

E-mail from Penny McElhinney regarding news from the school, including a copy of a letter 
to Penny McElhinney from Baldernock School’s parent chair regarding changes to secondary 
school admissions in the area. Penny had written that this may have implications for pupils 
from Baldernock. 

E-mail from Kathryn Melllor, Baldernock Childcare chairperson. In summary, she wrote that 
Baldernock Childcare continued to provide a successful service and are currently creating 
a business plan to increase provision, in line with Scottish Government policy. 

Fiona Howie submitted information on ‘Trails and Tales’ – there are trial runs of heritage 
trails, run by EDC’s department of Culture and Leisure, in Torrance and Baldernock on 26 
th November. 



Invitation to a celebration of the life of Audrey Anderson at Gavin’s Mill on 17th November, 
2-4pm. There will be a short film “Audrey: Never Actually Lost” about her. 

Invitation to Cycling UK Community Cycling and Active Transport 

Networking event on 26 th November at Hillhead Community Centre, Kirkintilloch. 

8.School News 

See under correspondence. 

9.Baldernock Community Development Trust 

AGM is scheduled to take place on 27 th November. Anne suggested that a representative 
from the Development trust be invited to the Community Council to present an update on 
the work of the Trust. 

10.Association of East Dunbartonshire Community Councils 

Anne McNair said that there was nothing further to report. 

AOCB 

Fiona Howie noted that the site of the previous garden centre on Old Balmore Road had 
been identified as a possible development site. She questioned if this would be a basis for 
siting a crossing on Balmore Road. 

With regard to secondary school admissions, Gary Pewes said that the main issues in 
relation to secondary schools’ criteria for admission were in relation to Bishopbriggs 
Academy and Bearsden Academy, both of which were oversubscribed. Douglas Academy 
was not oversubscribed. The document “A Review of Admission Procedures” was currently 
under consultation. He acknowledged that the Head Teacher of Baldernock Primary was 
not entirely happy. He expected there would be changes to the document following the 
consultation. Public meetings were scheduled. 

Next Meeting: 13 th January 2020 in Baldernock Church Hall


