
                                        Baldernock Community Council 


Minutes of Meeting held 9th September 2019 - Baldernock Church Hall, Balmore 

Present: Niall Logan (chair), Anne McNair, Kenneth Whitehall (treasurer), Fiona Howie, Penny 
McElhinney, Alan Bell, Elspeth Fulton (minute taker).

Apologies: Celia Burns (Secretary)

1.Minutes of previous meeting: 

Amendment to Agenda item 6, line 4 should read - Fiona Howie thanked Milngavie Community 
Council for displaying the poster, and thanks also to Jane Logan for designing the poster. 

Otherwise the previous minutes were accepted. 


Matters arising:

Signage in Craigmaddie - to be covered in Agenda.


2.Police Matters 

P.C. Porter explained that police representatives could no longer provide statistics for individual 
community council areas, as figures were collated centrally and the view was that figures for 
individual areas might be inaccurate. Only information about crime trends could be provided.

In the local area (including Torrance)there had been 122 calls, but only 9 crime reports. There had 
been no crimes against the person reported, a low number against property and some road traffic 
incidents. The operations carried out with the DVLA and Trading Standards in Bardowie and 
Auchenhowie Road had resulted in notices being issued. There had also been warnings, fixed 
penalty notices and referrals to the Procurator Fiscal in relation to speeding offences and other 
Road Traffic violations.

Niall Logan raised the issue of the lack of response from East Dunbartonshire Council with regard 
to the 60mph speed limit section of Balmore Road. The Council representative had said that there 
had been no issue reported to the Council by the police. P.C. Porter suggested that a meeting 
could be arranged with Craig Walker, the Community Inspector in Kirkintilloch to discuss this 
issue further. 

Niall then drew the meeting’s attention to a copy of a letter given to Niall by Dr. Geraldine Perrian, 
who had written to the Council’s Chief Executive to complain about the chaos which resulted from 
the closure of part of the Balmore Road from 2nd - 9th September.

Signage regarding the diversion was inadequate and there is no signage to indicate that the 
narrow/single track roads are unsuitable for heavy vehicles.

Drivers trying to circumvent the closed road had gone onto the single track roads. This included 
heavy goods vehicles, for which the roads are unsuitable. There is no room for vehicles to pass if 
the roads are crowded, resulting in vehicles being stuck and having to reverse in unsafe 
conditions. There was conflict between drivers and grass verges were ruined.

Local residents had been told by drivers that their satellite navigation systems had directed them 
on to the narrow roads. 

Fiona Howie suggested that the unsuitability of the roads should be communicated to the sat. 
nav. companies. 

It was agreed that an email be sent to local residents regarding the issues around the road closure 
in order to collate information which would be sent to EDC. 

Niall Logan also suggested that a representative from EDC be invited to the Community Council 
to discuss this and other road traffic related issues. 


3. Financial Report 
Kenneth Whitehall reported that the insurance premium had been paid and there was a balance of 
£1073.28 remaining.

There was discussion about spending these funds. It was agreed that it would be appropriate for 
the Community Council to meet the cost of heaters for the Church Hall. Lesley Wiseman said that 
estimates for the cost of heaters and their installation had been sought and figures should be 
available soon. 


4. Planning 
Niall reported that the planning application for three houses in the grounds of Newlands had been  
refused. Anne McNair said that if an appeal against the decision were to be submitted, the 
Community Council would be notified. Thanks were given to Anne for submitting an objection on 
behalf of the Community Council.




Two applications for planning permission were discussed: one for a dwelling house in Golf Course 
Road, and one for the demolition of a wing and building of an extension to Hexagon House at 
Bardowie Loch.

Anne noted that planning permission for the dwelling house had been granted in principle three 
years ago. No objections were expressed in relation to either of the applications.


5. Roads 
See discussion under ‘Police Matters’. 

Niall said he would contact Mr McMenamin of the Roads Department to arrange a meeting. 

Mr. Bell raised an issue regarding the pavement between Craigash Farm and the Waterworks. The 
pavement was in need of repair; he believed that if it were in a satisfactory condition children 
could walk to school instead of being taken by car. He had contacted EDC and been told that 
there was no pavement there. It was agreed that this would be included with the other issues to 
be discussed with the Roads Department. 


6.Baldernock Tartan 
Fiona Howie reported that a meeting would take place towards the end of September to look at 
designs submitted. A reminder of the deadline for submissions would be issued.


7. Heaters in the Church Hall  
See under item 3


8. Correspondence 
EDC local development plan Newsletter  
Meetings re EDC local development plan to take place.

News from Scottish Community Council Website 
Elspeth believed that there was information about organising climate change events locally, for 
which there were grants. She agreed to bring further information to the next meeting.

Invitation to meeting of Scottish Civil Society 
This was to take place on Friday 13th September, too short notice to arrange attendance. It was 
agreed that notice regarding attendance at meetings/conferences should be circulated to 
members with sufficient notice to arrange attendance.

Stop Climate Chaos Scotland  
Signatures are sought for a petition. A strike is planned for 20th September.

Conference of East Dunbartonshire Voluntary Association  to take place on 29th October.


9. School News 
Penny said that work at the school is ongoing. There is now a screen available for presentations. 
The school roll remains reasonably healthy.

10. Baldernock Community Development Trust  
Lesley Wiseman said that there had been slow progress towards the building of a nursery at the 
school and work with Baldernock Church regarding the refurbishment of the Church Hall.

The next board meeting is scheduled for 2nd October at 8pm. Anyone interested in attending 
should contact Lesley. 

The AGM is provisionally arranged for 27th November.

It was suggested that the Community Council and the Development Trust meet annually to ensure 
that there was no overlap between the two bodies, and efforts were coordinated.

A community calendar should be put on the website.

Fiona Howie asked if minutes of the Trust and the PTA were published. Lesley said they were not 
but information on the Trust’s activities was available. Penny said that the PTA  minutes were 
confidential to the school.


11. Association of East Dunbartonshire Community Councils 
Anne McNair said that it had been agreed that communication between ED Councils required 
improvement and work on this was ongoing.

The consultation period for the plans for East Dunbartonshire hubs has been extended. The plan 
includes the demolition of part of the town hall complex and the contraction in size of the library. 




12. AOB 
Alan Bell reported that there had been an increase in growth of Japanese Knotweed in 
Craigmaddie Road; this had been treated in the past but unless treated regularly its growth 
increases again. 

Niall Logan and Elspeth Fulton also noted the growth of Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan 
Balsam around the banks of the River Kelvin and on land off Glenorchard Road. Niall said that 
Jane Logan had written to EDC some years ago on this subject. 

It was agreed that contact should be made with the EDC environment officer, and information 
requested from members of the community about any other areas where there were notifiable 
invasive species of vegetation. 


Lesley asked that the issue of ‘super slow’ broadband be kept on the agenda as she did not 
believe this had been resolved

She also informed that there was a new consultation taking place regarding changes of flight 
paths over the area, although as yet there had been no correspondence about this. 


Ros Jarvis reminded everyone to inform her if anyone new moved into the area in order that she 
could give them a welcome pack. 


Next Meeting/AGM: 11th November 


