
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN BALDERNOCK in SEPTEMBER – a 
Baldernock Community Council e-newsletter   
NATURE NOTES:

Despite the poor weather in August, there is still plenty of colour in the hedgerows, with 
willow herb, knapweed, vetches and trefoils still in full flower. Rosehips provide a splash of 
brilliant red. With the advent of Autumn, fungi are now appearing, with many fine large, 
colourful bracket fungi, usually found on dead trees. Recently, we have been immensely 
privileged to see an occasional giant puffball which pops up in the most unexpected 
places, and is a very rare sight. There are large colonies of jackdaws throughout the 
parish, and ravens patrol the skies above the fields, identifiable by their size and 
unmistakable harsh cries. (To contribute to future ‘nature notes’ please contact the editors 
– details below.)
JOBS IN BALDERNOCK… see below
WHAT’S ON IN AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
On Tuesday 29th August Baldernock Youth Club recommences its weekly 
meetings, 7-8.30pm in the Church Hall, Balmore. Open to children in P4 upwards; 
£1 per person. The first evening is a Youth Club Café, open to parents and others to 
pop along at 8pm for a cuppa and to hear about the club activities and meet the 
volunteer helpers. For more information please contact Isabel on 07968011974 or 
at iee@tcyoung.co.uk.
On Friday 1st September Baldernock Coffee Morning will resume its monthly 
meetings. Ros Jarvis is kindly hosting the coffee morning for September: 10:30 
onwards at The Old Free Kirk, Baldernock, G62 6HA. For more information and to 
be added to the email list for future dates and venues, please contact Marlene at 
marlene.clark@pro-inspire.co.uk or on 07785270370.
On Sunday 3rd September and every Sunday, there is a morning Service at 
Baldernock Parish Church. With new linkage with St Paul’s Church, Milngavie, the 
Baldernock service will now be at the new time of 11.30am.
On Tuesday 5th September and every Tuesday Baldernock Youth Club meets 
7-8.30pm in the Church Hall, Balmore. Open to children in P4 upwards; £1 per 
person. All welcome. For more information please contact Isabel on 07968011974 
or at iee@tcyoung.co.uk.
On Thursday 7th September and every Thursday Bardowie Tennis Club is 
delighted to welcome new members or casual guests. They would encourage 
anyone interested in a game to come along on the Thursday Club Night when they 
play from 6.30pm till about 9pm, light and weather permitting. For membership 
enquiries, for more information or to offer support to the club, please contact Ron 
Montgomery on 07584354775 or at montgomeryronald_d@hotmail.com.
On Thursday 7th September and every Thursday, Baldernock’s Yoga Class 
meets at the Church Hall, Balmore, 7.30-8.30pm. All welcome, on a drop-in or 
regular basis. The class is suitable for all levels of experience. Just wear comfy 
clothes and bring some kind of mat. Suggested donation to cover costs is £8 per 
session. For more information, please contact Melissa at 
info@melissacorazonyoga.co.uk or on 07836209194.  
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On Monday 11th September Baldernock Community Council will meet at 
Baldernock Primary School, at 7.30pm. The meeting will focus on the issues 
surrounding the roads in the parish, including the speed of vehicles and the 
type of vehicles using the minor roads. We will be joined by the police, staff 
from East Dunbartonshire Council, a representative from SUSTRANS, and 
our elected representatives from the council, Scottish Parliament and, 
hopefully, our MP. Everyone is invited to join the meeting and discuss this 
issue which affects us all.

On Friday 15th September the monthly meeting of Baldernock SWI 
(Scottish Women’s Institute) will be a charity night for the Emma Cameron 
Foundation, at the Church Hall, Balmore, starting at 7.30pm, £5 pp. There 
will be a small raffle in aid of the charity. To find out more about this event 
and to join the mailing list for future SWI events please contact Catriona at 
baldernockswi@outlook.com or on 07921 214007.

On Saturday 16th September Baldernock Ladies’ Walking Group will meet as usual 
to walk, talk and take refreshments together on the third Saturday morning of the 
month. For more information and to be added to the email list for details of the 
walks, please contact Anne on 07738 438 215 or at handyannie@hotmail.com.
On Saturday 16th September the free John Muir inspired lino printing workshop, in 
Kirkintilloch, may be of interest to Baldernock residents. See details below in 
Baldernock Community Council news.
On Monday 18th September, Baldernock Local History Group will meet at the 
Church Hall, Balmore, at 7.30pm, for a talk on ‘The Antonine Wall and its Forts near 
Baldernock’, by Jim Walker. Please bring £2 to pay for the use of the hall. Contact 
Niall Logan (loganniall@yahoo.co.uk) or Paul Bishop (paul.bishop.
3@glasgow.ac.uk) to be added to the BLHG email list or to be sent the list of talks 
for the coming session. The next event is on October 1st, 2 pm, in Twechar, for a 
walk guided by Paul Bishop to the Barrhill Roman Fort. BLHG had an enjoyable 
walk on Sunday August 20 to see the ruins of South Craigend farmhouse and 
Cornhill cothouse, and remains of mining and the lime industry: all to be covered in 
talks after Christmas.
On Tuesday 19th September the free ‘Aye Me’ advocacy conference, in 
Lennoxtown, may be of interest to Baldernock residents. See details below in 
Baldernock Community Council news.
On Wednesday September 27th at 8pm, Baldernock Book Group will resume its 
informal monthly meetings in members’ homes. For details of this month’s meeting, 
for more information, or to be added to the email list for details of future meetings 
and books, please contact Dianne at licliq@aol.com or on 07815 158563 or 01360 
622597.
 
JOBS IN BALDERNOCK
Manager of Baldernock Playgroup and Out of School Care
A fantastic opportunity has arisen for a nursery manager based in a lovely rural 
setting with close links with the local primary school and community, with a focus on 
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outdoor play and learning. The nursery cares for a maximum of 13 children 
between ages 2 and 5 years; the after-school service cares for a maximum of 10 
children. The role is well supported by a deputy manager and a childcare 
practitioner. Nursery manager experience would be an advantage but we are 
primarily looking for a motivated and enthusiastic individual to lead the service. We 
work in partnership with East Dunbartonshire Council and offer funded places to 
children aged 3-5 years, as well as places for children aged from 2-3 years. We 
offer out of school hours care to primary school aged children. The role is flexible; 
however, the manager should expect to work around 28.5hrs a week during term 
time, with 4 weeks paid holiday to be taken in school holidays. Pay rate is £9 per 
hour with 4 weeks paid holiday. Applicants should hold relevant SSSC or GTC 
registration and be willing to undertake further study if required. For further 
information about the role and to request a full job description please telephone the 
Playgroup on 0141 955 2343 (9-12am/3-6pm (except Friday). Closing Date: 14th 
September 2017.
Cleaner wanted
For 3hrs/wk, in Bardowie. Please contact Eleanor on 07800935954.
 
OTHER BALDERNOCK NEWS
Baldernock Community Council news
Your Community Council meets on the second Monday evening of every second 
Month beginning in January (Jan, March, May, July, Sept, Nov). Most meetings are 
held in the school except the July meeting when the school is closed for the 
summer. All are welcome to attend. If there is anything you think the Community 
Council can help with, please contact the Chair, Jane Logan, at 
jplogan@yahoo.co.uk or on 01360 620563.
East Dunbartonshire Council, as part of its 'Trails and Tales' initiative, 
is commissioning two outdoor art installations to be located in 
Baldernock. Anyone interested in this project can contact either Esmee 
Thompson-Smith at EDC (Esmee.Thompson@eastdunbarton.gov.uk; 
0141 777 3092; 07920 261035) or Jane Logan (details above).

Anyone with an interest in textiles is welcome to join the Embroiderers' 
Guild which has a local branch in Kirkintilloch. Monthly meetings are 
held on Wednesday evenings at St. David's Church, Kirkintilloch, 
starting on 6th September and cover a variety of textile related subjects, 
not limited solely to embroidery. For more information please contact 
Jane Logan (details above).

The Community Council recently received information about two events that might 
be of interest to Baldernock residents:

• A free Thomas Muir inspired lino printing workshop will be led by artist Marion 
Smith, on Saturday the 16th of September, Barony Chambers, Auld Kirk 
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Museum, Kirkintilloch, 10:00-12:30 & 13:30-16:00. Suitable for age 10+ with 
parent. This is a family workshop where parents participate with their children 
- I place per parent & 1 place per child bookable at www.booking.edlc.co.uk/
horizons/culture. (More information about Thomas Muir Festival at http://
www.trailsandtales.org/events/thomas-muir-festival-2017.)

• There is a free a local advocacy conference on Tuesday 19th September at 
The Glazert Country House Hotel, Lennoxtown, 9:30-15:30. ‘Aye Me’ is an 
opportunity to explore the work of Ceartas and to consider the unique 
approach of the organisation in involving individuals at the heart of decision 
making. Attendance is free and both lunch and refreshments will be provided. 
The day will be a mix of speakers and workshops giving all attendees the 
opportunity to consider ways in which they can be involved or to reflect on 
involvement in their own organisation. For further information and registration 
please email info@ceartas.org.uk or call 0141 775 0433.  

 
Baldernock Community Development Trust exists to ‘benefit the community of 
Baldernock through recreational, educational and sustainable means, to advance 
the protection or improvement of the community and to promote, for the public 
benefit, rural regeneration within the community’. BCDT is currently exploring the 
feasibility of building a shared space for school and community use, and welcomes 
suggestions for other projects. All Baldernock residents and friends are encouraged 
to join BCDT (it costs just £1), which will help it to access grant funding for projects 
to benefit the whole community. For more information, to join BCDT, to offer help or 
to suggest projects please contact baldernockcdt@gmail.com or call Lesley on 
01360 620359.
Baldernock Primary School is part of the 'Rag Bag' recycling scheme. This 
provides regular fundraising for schools in Scotland, increases awareness about 
textile recycling and reduces landfill (www.rag-bag.co.uk). The ‘Rag Bag’ bin is in 
the car park at the back of the school, where you can deposit – bagged – wearable 
clothing, paired shoes, handbags and belts. Monies generated from this initiative 
support the work of the school’s Eco Committee. The Head Teacher, Jill Carr, would 
like to thank the community for its continued support.
Baldernock Primary School Parent Council report that Baldernock Community 
Development Trust (see above) has applied for a substantial grant to allow a 
feasibility study to be undertaken in relation to the development of a new school/
community building. They are grateful to members of the school and wider 
community who are giving their time and expertise to develop this exciting project, 
and would welcome any help others can offer. For more information, please contact 
either of the Parent Council co-Chairs, Rona (RonaHamilton@hotmail.com) or 
Kimberley (k.cantmurray@btinternet.com or 07931793146).
Balmore Golf Club, established in 1907, is located in tranquil surroundings at the 
heart of the Parish of Baldernock. It is accessed by car from the village of Balmore, 
and the right of way through the course is popular with walkers, joggers and horse 
riders. The Club offers discounted visitor fees to local residents. It has vacancies for 
both mid-week and full members, and membership is also available for the Club’s 
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new six-hole, par three course which is included in ten acres of practice facilities. 
The club also offers free social membership for local residents to enjoy drinks, 
snacks and meals in the Clubhouse bar and restaurant where there is a relaxed 
dress code (smart denims and trainers are acceptable). For more information, 
please contact the Club Secretary, Iain White, on 01360620284 or at 
balmoregolf@btconnect.com.
Bardowie Loch open water swimming training sessions, are usually held every 
Sunday morning from May to September provided that conditions at the loch are 
suitable. To check if sessions are on each Sunday, and for more information about 
this local activity see http://www.vigourevents.com/bardowie-coaching-sessions 
(where you can also find information about winter swim sessions at Bardowie Loch 
from December).
Bardowie Roads Action Group has been asked by Community Inspector Ewan 
Henderson to record ‘near misses’ on the roads in the area. Please report these on 
the Bardowie Roads Action facebook page or by email to 
bardowieroadsactiongroup@gmail.com or by calling Penny on 01360 622565.
Bardowie Tennis Club would like to thank all who have supported their appeal for 
help with raising funds to resurface the courts. Thanks to the generosity of 
members and friends they have reached the sum of £22,000 against their target of 
£25,000. Any further donations to help the Club reach its target will be very 
gratefully received. The Club has been used by generations of local families, and it 
has a vision of making its resources more widely available to the community. For 
membership enquiries, for more information, or to offer support, please contact Ron 
Montgomery on 07584354775 or at montgomeryronald_d@hotmail.com, or George 
Shanks on 01360 620098.  
Clyde Cruising Club Dinghy Section, which is based at Bardowie Loch, provides 
members with the opportunity to dinghy sail, to learn to sail and to race. On 
weekday evenings there are RYA classes for children and adults, there is a summer 
school during the holidays, and throughout the season there are activities such as 
open days and regattas. See https://www.clyde.org/index.php?it=dinghy-section/ for 
more information.
East Dunbartonshire Council (EDC) fly-tipping reporting is an easy way to help 
keep Baldernock tidy.  ‘Fly-tipping’ (or illicit tipping) is an eyesore and can be 
dangerous, particularly to children and wildlife. You can easily report any fly-tipping 
by calling EDC Customer Services on 0300 123 4510 or by filling in the report form 
at https://eastdunbarton.gov.uk/residents/environmental-health-residents/fly-tipping. 
Please provide as much information as you can (including photographs if possible), 
such as the location and details of the tipped materials and a description of any 
people and/or vehicles seen tipping. All information is treated in confidence.
Maslows charity shop in Glasgow helps refugees arriving in the area and also 
local families, and a Baldernock resident is collecting for them donations of 
children’s shoes and clothes as well as toiletries including toothbrushes and paste, 
shower gel, deodorant, shampoo, sanitary towels and shaving items. These can be 
left in the porch of 3 Station Rd, Bardowie; or collection can be arranged by calling 
Penny on 07796683281.
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A Mobile Post Office now visits Torrance weekly following the closure of our local 
Post Office there. The mobile unit, offering a wide range of services, visits Torrance 
every Wednesday from approximately 14:45-15:45 and parks outside the chemist 
on Main Street (depending on parking availability).   
‘Swap and Share’ is where you can let the community know about items you are 
happy to give away (or swap). Please contact the editors (below) if you have items 
you would like to have included here in future editions.
Note from the Editors: If you have news for future editions of this newsletter, please send 
it to the editors at this email address (baldernockcc@gmail.com) or call Lesley on 01360 
620359.  Please get in touch if you move or your email address changes, and just let us 
know if you would like to be removed from the distribution list. If you know of anyone who 
is not on the distribution list and who would like to receive the newsletter, please put them 
in touch with us.  If they do not use email, please consider printing a copy of the newsletter 
for them, or let us know and we will deliver one. Thank you!

mailto:baldernockcc@gmail.com

