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The Restoration of Cheonggyecheon in Seoul
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Greenwich Street Townhouse, New York
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Location: New York, US

Area(size): 437m? Single Family Home

Senior Architect: Matthew Baird

Project Architect: Thalia Brodie

Project Team: Miles Nelligan, Caby Linton, Amanda Sachs,
Robin Blodgett, Caireen O'Hagan

Design Period: 2004 -~

Completion Time: 2006

Website: www.bairdarchitects.com
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. View of garden from above © Francesca Giovanelli

WA= W=
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For the design of this townhouse the architects and
clients were after a decidedly contemporary reductive
expression to be built in the midst of one of the City's
most protected historic building district, the West
Village. The materiality of this project was inspired
by the rough edged meat-packing district contrasted
with a warm and simple palette of materials at the
interior, Our interest in prefabrication inspired an idea
to make the entire facade out of a single piece of steel
that could be lifted from a truck and bolted into place,
presumably in a single day.

At the interior the heavy opaque front facade
provides a sense of privacy and enclosure framed with
floor to ceiling corner-glazed windows, which provide
views up and down Greenwich Street. From this
private front, the house opens itself to the East with
a fully glazed three-story curtain wall. The interior of
this house is awash in a glow of top light that filters
down through apertures in the slabs from a massive
clerestory skylight at the roof. The stairs are detailed
to float in their openings to enhance the passage of
light to the lower floors. [l (Translated by Yunsheng LI,
Proofread by Mingyan ZHOU)
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4. View of house from the Greenwich Street © Elizabeth
Felicella

5. Entrance of the house @ Elizabeth Felicella

8. View of the curtain wall from bottom © Elizabeth Felicella

7. Fabrication — Molten Ingot is transferred to rolling mill. ©
Matthew Baird Architects

8, Fabrication — Molten Plate rolled to tolerances within 1/16"
of plumb over forty feet in length. © Matthew Baird Architects

9. Use of Recycled weathering steel plate as a pre-fabricated
facade. ® Matthew Baird Architects

10. Assembly — Steel plate is craned Into place. Total time 1o

install: 45 minutes. © Matthew Baird Architects
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