Couple builds a dream home from scratch
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A British couple enamored of
Manhattan’s city living but ea-
ger to raise their children in a
new house are building their
dream home from scratch in
New York’s trendy Greenwich
Village.

The four-story modern build-
ingisjust the second single-fam-
ily home to be built in the West
Village in at least the last 14
years, according to its architect,
Matthew Baird.

But the project’s contempo-
rary design has raised more
than a few eyebrows in the
neighborhood, where residents
shell out millions of dellars for
stately homes that were built
more than 100 years ago.

“We knew that a contempo-
rary deeign was going to cause a
stir there,” Baird said in an in-
terview. “But it wasn't right to
make something that was a
fake. This isn’t Disney World —
we're not making phcmy 19th

e ﬁ'nmaainglel'rmmaceofm-
-‘ cycled steel — a far cry from the
brownbrid:sﬂ'uctuma

red ai

tn**mm;rm house’s garage-'

door will even look like a closed-
down storefront.
Anticipating at least some

A Brltish couple is renovating this building in New York City’s trendy Greenwich Village at a cost

far below that for new construction.

neighborly gmmblings, the
publicity-shy couple invited
their future neighbors over for
an informal chat and preview of
Baird’s design — a tactic the
wife, Sasha, said made them

more receptive to the plan.
“It's not that they don't like
They just don’t like to

_ change.
be shocked by it,” Sasha, who

declined to give her last name,
said in an interview. “When
someone comes to your house
and has a glass of wine they are
going to loathe really disagree-
ing with you.”

Ultimately, several neighbors
— including local restaurateur

Florent Morellet — voiced their

u[’whjchappmvadthephn. theywouldhavepaidt’nrahﬂly “But we're really happy

The family moved to New
York from London three years

soon fell in love with the Eu-
ropean feel of Greenwich Vil-
lage and set about trying to buy
a townhouse in which to raise
their two small children.

buying a renovated townhouse
in the West Village runs as high
as $10 million.

Baird, meanwhile, put the
cost of his construction at “con-

Little did they know they siderably less than $4 million.”
would end up building one. But Add to thatabout $1.6 million for
in late 2002, after stumbling the cost of the original building
across a dilapidated old build- and the dream home appears, by
ing that was for sale in precisely some standards, to be a bargain.
the neighborhood they were  “If you walk into a brown-
looking to live in — they resolv- stone you feel guilty if the bath-

ed to do just that.

“Who thinks that they will ev-
er build?” Sasha said. “But
when we saw the building I just
knew we had to get it. It was
really as simple as that.”

room has been done and it’s not
your taste because you’ve paid
for it,” Sasha said. “Now we can
put what we want and have only
ourselves to blame.”

So does this mean the Britons
are ready to call New York home

_forgnodﬂ_

“We don't _real]y plan much
oeilmss.anda ... we thought we'd come and
cellar — for far less than then we" dbegomg. Sasha said.

here
renovated townhouse. . it’s a great privilege to be
A search of New York real es- able to build in one of the great

ago. Sasha and her husband tate listings showed the cost of cities of the world.”




