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Architects: Tod Williams, Billie Tsien,

TOD WILLIAMS, Matthew Baird—Tod Williams, Billie Tsien,

Matthew Baird, principals-in-charge;

BILLIE TSIEN, phil Pagkiceice eyt i

Consultants: Severud and Associates, structural;

MATTHEW BA IRD Program: living, dining, kitchen, master bed-

room, guest bedroom and study

HOUSE IN NEW JERSEY Structural system: concrete

Princeton. New Jersev. US.A Major materials: concrete, stone, lead coated
R T copper, aluminum, wood

DeS’gn' 2004_05 Site area: 80,475 sq.ft.

Construction: 2005-06 Built area: 2,021 sq.f.

Total floor area: 3,032 sq.ft.
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Set on a flat, wooded site and adjacent to a
stream, this house near Princeton, New Jersey
will be used by a couple who often work from
home and whose grown children will visit from
time to time.

With a modest budget and program, the en-
closed area of the house is relatively small. It’s
presence on the site is expanded by rugged,
moss covered concrete walls that will extend the
spatial experience of the house by creating
screened and planted courts with varying levels
of privacy.

Because of a high water table, one building
will provide a place for cars, bikes, out of sea-
son storage, boiler and hot water heater.

The entrance is between this building volume
and the simple rectangular volume of the house.
At the center is a small courtyard with a pool,
low planting, and a slab of stone for occasional
outdoor dining. This court is the heart of the
home providing light, cross ventilation, and a
serene and controlled landscape. All parts of the
house (public and private) share the quiet of this
court and water. A low “floating” concrete wall
bisecting the pool provides a visual screen for
the private sections from the living area.

Rooms are arranged around the court. Pivot-
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ing panels and sliding doors provide closure de-
pending on whether the house is used by one,
two or with the company of extended family
and friends.

The structure is made of a system of prefabri-
cated and insulated concrete bearing walls nor-
mally used below grade as basement walls. The
surface of the concrete will be given a finished
surface through the hand placed application of
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reeds and stones in the formwork by the archi-
tects. The solid concrete walls are interspersed
with floor to ceiling windows of anodized alu-
minum storefront. The interior floors are ter-
razzo ground concrete with areas of stone and
carpet to create areas of softness and comfort.
Walls and partitions will be made of wood cabi-
network. The house is rigorous, lean and calm.
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MATTHEW BAIRD

GREENWICH STREET HOUSE
New York, New York, U.S A.
Design: 2003

Construction: 2004-05

Site plan

W AStreet view




Architects: Matthew Baird Design—
Matthew Baird, principal-in-charge;
Talia Braude, project architect; Miles Nelligan,
Coby Linton, Robin Bledgett, Amanda Sachs,
Caireen O’Hagan, project team

Consultants: Severud Associates, structural;
Mottola Rini, mechanical; Higgins & Quase-
barth, landmarks

General contractor: Alcon Builders Group
Program: single family house

Structural system: cast in place concrete
Major materials: concrete, steel

Site area: 1,350 sq.ft.

Built area: 1,350 sq.ft.

Total floor area: 5,000 sq.ft.

Costs: USS 2 million
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Site

This house in New York City is sited on a mid
block lot that measures twenty by sixty feet and
occupies the boundary between the Greenwich
Village Historic District and the Gansevoort
Meat Market. A rarity in this carefully pre-
served neighborhood, it is one of only a handful
of new single family houses that have been con-
structed in Greenwich Village in the last half
century.

Layout/Planning

The four story house has a simple layout. The
upper two floors are comprised of bedrooms. A
master bedroom, bath and dressing rooms are
located at the 4th floor. The third floor houses
two children’s bedrooms, and a homework
roony children’s library. The second floor is the
living floor. Here, kitchen, living, dining, and
terrace garden, occupy one open plan. At the
ground floor a garage opens to the main entry
hall, with a home office and mud room. In the
cellar level, a wine store, mechanical rooms and
a dramatic double height media room complete
the house.

Light

The house is designed to pull natural light into
its most interior spaces. Top light enters from
the massive monitor at the roof. The four siory,
open staircase allows the passage of light down
to the garage and front hall. Translucent open-
ings in the concrete slabs enable light to pour
from the skylight through the upper levels to the
library below. Bottles cast into the sidewalk
provide muted light to the wine cellar. The
flood of light from the East facade, from the
skylights and openings, and from the vertical
spaces is part of a strategy to give this small
urban site a sense of volume.

Materials

The project comprises two approaches towards
materiality: In the first, the use of off the shelf
materials links the domestic realm with its for-
mer industrial site. In the second, research in-
volves a more experimental, intuitive use of ma-
terials. Acrylic stair rails are jomned, milled, and
formed in an aesthetic explicit of the act of
making. A cast polyurethane stair wall, similar
in resiliency to a skateboard wheel, captures
light within translucent panels.

A plate of steel, 40 feet high and 14 feet wide,
is the singular expression of the house on its
public facade. An interest in construction tech-
niques led to the use of this single piece for the
facade: a plate that could be lifted from a truck
and bolted into place in a matter of hours. The
untreated core-ten steel plane floats 14 feet
above the sidewalk, giving the 17-ton plate an
apparent weightlessness. By pushing the glazed
areas of the facade to the perimeter, and by off-
setting them from one another, a flattened ab-
stract composition of layers is created. The
heavy facade and etched glass entry partly con-
ceal the private spaces of the house from the
street. In contrast, perimeter glazing offers a
glimpse from the exterior deep into the domes-
tic space. From the interior, these windows
frame oblique views up and down Greenwich
Street. Once inside this massive front, the space
of the house opens to an equally scaled plane of
glass three stories tall providing views to and
from a landscaped garden terrace. The primary
reading of the house exists in the duality pre-
sented by these opposing facades.
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Facade and south view

Facade and north view

Rear view

Garage
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