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In FY2016, the National WIC  
Association (NWA) 
recommends:   

�� $6.684 billion total annual appropriation 

�� $90 million in unencumbered set aside 
funding for breastfeeding peer coun-
selor initiatives  

�� $30 million in unencumbered set aside 
funding for Management Information 
Systems (MIS) 

�� $50 million in  unencumbered set aside 
funding for Electronic Benefit Transfer 
(EBT) 

�� $6 million for enhanced fruit & veg-
etable cash value vouchers for fully 
breastfeeding women 

�� $14 million in unencumbered infrastruc-
ture funding ] 

�� $5 million to support updated rigorous 
health outcomes research and evalu-
ation 

�� Assuring that the WIC Contingency 
Fund is maintained and adequately 
funded at $150 million 

�� Careful monitoring of WIC participation 
and food cost inflation to assure that 
the approved appropriation responds 
to economic conditions and meets 
unmet needs 

�� Supporting efforts to protect nutrition 
science and the regulatory and science 
review process 

NWA recommends that Congress fund 
the WIC Program at $6.684 billion. This is 
$61 million above the President’s Bud-
get request of $6.623 billion. While both 
requests will serve 8.5 million mothers and 
young children, NWA’s request provides an 
additional $30 million to fund breastfeed-
ing peer counselor initiatives at the full 
authorized level, $6 million in enhanced 
fruit & vegetable cash value vouchers for 
fully breastfeeding women, and $5 million 
to support WIC research and evaluation. 

Funding for WIC must be adequate to: 

��  assure that no eligible applicants are 
turned away 

��  maintain current and anticipated WIC 
participation levels 

��  assure adequate nutrition services and 
administration (NSA) funding 

��  respond adequately to economic  
forecasts of rising food cost inflation 

��  provide funds for nutrition services 
to maintain clinic staffing and assure 
competitive salaries

As the nation’s 
premier public health 
nutrition program,
WIC is a cost-effective,
sound investment—
insuring the health
of our children.

NWA’S MISSION
NWA inspires and empowers
the WIC community to
advocate for and promote
quality nutrition services
for all eligible mothers
and young children,
and assure effective
management of WIC.


