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Executive Summary


New Yorkers are clearly in support of creating an independent agency to administer the public defender system, one that would shift the funding of the public defender system from the local level to the state level, and which would be funded by the state to ensure that the cost of the defense equals the cost of the prosecution.


All demographic groups are in favor of such an agency, but it is especially supported by voters under 30, residents of New York City and upstate, African Americans and Hispanics, and women. Voters under 30 are especially supportive of shifting the funding from the local level to the state level and in ensuring that the cost of the defense is equivalent to the cost of the prosecution (more than four in five of these voters feel this way). Also very supportive of shifting the funding and making sure that the cost of the defense and the prosecution are equivalent are more than three in four African Americans and more than four in five Hispanics.

Narrative Summary

1. Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree that New York State should create an independent agency to administer the public defender system in order to guarantee that every person accused of a crime, regardless of income and location, is provided with experienced legal representation.


Strongly agree


51%


Somewhat agree

23

Agree

73%

Somewhat disagree

10


Strongly disagree

12

Disagree
22

Not sure


  5

 


Just under three in four (73%) likely voters agree that the state should create an independent agency to administer the public defender system, while 22% disagree. One in twenty (5%) are not sure.


 A majority in every sub-group agrees with the notion of an independent agency to administer the public defender system, including a majority or plurality in most sub-groups who strongly agree. Most likely to strongly agree are 61% living in the city, 59% of Democrats, 51% of both men and women and more than half of those 30 and older. Just over half of those living in rural areas also strongly agree.


A majority of both Catholics (50%) and Protestants (54%) strongly agree and 64% of those earning between $25,000 and $50,000 a year concur. A significant majority (74%) of African Americans and a majority (52%) of Hispanics strongly agree, compared to 46% of whites who strongly agree with the creation of an independent agency to administer the public defender system.


Regionally, both New York City (80%) and upstate (75%) are more likely than those living in the suburbs (65%) to think that the state should create an independent agency to administer the public defender system in order to ensure experienced legal representation.

2. Do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose the creation of an independent state agency that would shift the funding of the public defender system from the local level to the state level to create a uniform system of funding criminal defense cases involving a public defender?


Strongly support

28%


Somewhat support

31

Support
58%

Somewhat oppose

12


Strongly oppose

17

Oppose
29

Not sure


12


Nearly three in five (58%) of voters support the creation of an independent state agency that would shift the funding of the public defender system from the local level to the state level and just under three in ten (29%) are opposed to such a system. Twelve percent are not sure where they stand.


A majority or plurality in all sub-groups support the creation of an independent state agency that would shift the funding of the public defender system from the local level to the state level. This is especially true of Democrats (67%), those living in the suburbs (64%), women (62%), voters under 30 (85%), and African Americans (61%). 


There is virtually no difference between the sentiments of those living upstate or in the city as 56% each support the creation of an independent state agency that would shift the funding for the public defender system from the local level to the state level. However, those living in the suburbs (64%) are the most likely to support such an agency.


There are great differences among age groups, however. More than four in five (85%) adults under 30 support the creation of an independent agency to shift funding from the local level to the state, while just over half of those between the ages of 30 and 64 support such an agency. Less than half of seniors (49%) are in support.

3. Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree that the state should provide funding to guarantee that a person represented by a public defender is provided with a defense equivalent to the cost of the prosecution.

 


Strongly agree


41%


Somewhat agree

21

Agree

62%

Somewhat disagree

11


Strongly disagree

17

Disagree
28%

Not sure 


10


Sixty-two percent of respondents agree that New York State should provide funding to guarantee that a person represented by a public defender is provided with a defense that is equivalent to the cost of the prosecution; 28% disagree and one in ten (10%) are not sure.


A majority in every sub-group agrees that state funding should be provided to guarantee that per person represented by a public defender is provided with a defense that is equivalent to the cost of the prosecution, especially those in New York City (70%), Democrats (70%), women (67%) and African Americans (83%) and Hispanics (74%).


Those living upstate (60%) are slightly more likely than those living in the suburbs (58%) to agree and voters under 30 (82%) are significantly more likely than those 30 and older (about 58%) to agree that the state should provide funding to match the cost of the prosecution.

Methodology

Zogby International was commissioned by New York State Defenders Association to conduct a telephone survey of likely voters. All calls were made between September 28 and October 1, 2007.

The target sample is 700 interviews with approximately 28 questions asked. Samples are randomly drawn from telephone cd’s of national listed sample.   Zogby International surveys employ sampling strategies in which selection probabilities are proportional to population size within area codes and exchanges. Up to six calls are made to reach a sampled phone number. Cooperation rates are calculated using one of AAPOR’s approved methodologies
 and are comparable to other professional public-opinion surveys conducted using similar sampling strategies.
 Weighting by [region, party, age, race, religion, gender]  is used to adjust for non-response.  The margin of error is +/- 3.8 percentage points. Margins of error are higher in sub-groups.

Zogby International’s sampling and weighting procedures also have been validated through its political polling: more than 95% of the firm’s polls have come within 1% of actual election-day outcomes. 

� See COOP4 (p.38) in Standard Definitions: Final Dispositions of Case Codes and Outcome Rates of Surveys. The American Association for Public Opinion Research, (2000).





� Cooperation Tracking Study: April 2003 Update, Jane M. Sheppard and Shelly Haas. The Council for Marketing & Opinion Research (CMOR). Cincinnati, Ohio (2003).
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