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LEGISLATOR TO LIQUOR LOBBY: WILLIE-HORTON STYLE

SCARE TACTICS ABOUT BODEGAS HAVE NO PLACE IN

DISCUSSION OVER WINE IN GROCERY STORES

-- Statement in response to attempts to link wine in grocery stores to illegal sale of “nutcrackers” in NYC bodegas --
Assembly Member Nelson L. Castro issued the following statement in response to the liquor lobby’s recent attempt to link news articles about the illegal sale of alcoholic beverages (known as “nutcrackers”) in New York City bodegas to the Governor’s newly announced proposal to allow the sale of wine in grocery stores:

“The sale of wine in New York State food stores – if accompanied by comprehensive updates to the state’s antiquated liquor laws and benefits for liquor store owners – can become a win-win scenario for our wine industry, liquor stores, consumers and ultimately, the state budget. Unfortunately, the state’s liquor lobby continues to fight to protect their monopoly with misinformation and scare tactics, most recently seeking to cynically exploit news coverage about bodegas in New York City illegally selling spiked fruit punch drinks known as ‘nutcrackers.’  

“We have been exceedingly clear about the need to crack down on this illegal practice in our communities and we are committed to doing all that we can to provide the resources and policies necessary to prevent it.  But do fair minded people honestly believe that sensationalist headlines about illegally spiked drinks in a bodega have anything to do with the proposed sale of chardonnay in a grocery store?  Of course not.  This is nothing more than a disturbing Willie Horton-type attempt to create a ‘bodega issue’ that they hope will scare the public and legislators.  

The fact of the matter is that there is absolutely no evidence to support the suggestion that the sale of wine in grocery stores would increase underage drinking.  To the contrary, an FBI statistical report found no correlation between states that sell wine in grocery stores and increased incidences of underage drinking or drunk driving.  To suggest otherwise is nothing more than fear mongering and the attempted exploitation of a real issue with a fake one.

“An honest, substantive discussion of this proposal has no room for scare tactics and purposefully misleading arguments.  While there is obviously room for disagreement in this important dialogue, no one benefits from the liquor lobby’s continued use of claims that objective media reports have recently described as ‘far-fetched.’ 
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