
 

 

 

 

Stearns County League By-Laws ‘22 

 

Article 1 

Name: This organization shall be known as “The Stearns County Baseball League”.  It shall have 

two leagues.  The organization shall be a member of the “Minnesota Baseball Association”(M.B.A.) 

and abide by their constitution and by-laws.  The home office shall be the address of the secretary. 

Article 2 

Purpose: to organize and promote an amateur baseball league. 

Article 3 

Teams: Elrosa, Farming, Greenwald, Lake Henry, Meire Grove, New Munich, Richmond, Roscoe, 

St. Martin, Spring Hill.   

Article 4 

The Stearns County Baseball League shall only consider new teams when informed in writing from 

the interested parties and only if the interested parties reside in Stearns County.  When voting to 

accept a new team, a100% vote is required and all teams must be present. 

Article 5 

Government: The organization shall consist of three officers (President, Vice-President, and 

Secretary-Treasurer) and the teams of both leagues.  The president shall preside over all meetings 

except when selecting all-star players and protested playoff games, in these cases, each president will 

preside over his own league (president over his league and vice-president as president over his 

league).  In all other matters the two leagues shall conduct business together and government shall 

consist of president, vice-president, etc. A representative of each team from both leagues shall have 

one vote on all matters represented to the organization, including inter-league business(including 

roster and player eligibility).  A team presenting a roster does not vote on their own roster.  All 

teams from both leagues shall abide by the rules.  Six teams present shall constitute a quorum and a 

majority vote is needed to pass a motion.  When ballot votes are requested, the votes are made public 

except when voting for officers.  League officers shall not represent a team’s vote at a league 

meeting. 

Article 6 

Officer duties: 

President – one year term, maximum of five consecutive years 

Shall preside over all meetings. 

Shall perform all such executive and administrative activities that would naturally fall within the 

duties of his office. 

Shall vote on all matters brought to the board. 

Shall receive an annual fee of $80 for general duties and $10 for each state, regional, and special 

meeting he attends. 

Shall only preside on his league in post-season meetings. 

Shall not be penalized if he fails to attend meetings. 

Vice-president – one year term, maximum of five consecutive years 

Shall be from the opposite league of the president. 

Shall act as president of his league when the two leagues conduct business separately. 

Shall exercise the powers and duties of the president or secretary in their absence. 

Shall vote only if president is absent. 

Shall receive an annual fee of $40 for general duties and $10 for each state, regional, special meeting 

he attends. 

Shall only preside on his league in post-season meetings. 

Shall not be penalized if he fails to attend meetings. 



 

 

 

 

Secretary/treasurer – one year term  

Shall keep records of all meetings. 

Shall perform such executive and administrative activities as would naturally fall within the duties of 

his office. 

Shall be custodian of all the funds and make disbursement of funds as needed. 

Shall preside over meeting if president and vice-president are absent. 

Shall vote only when president and vice-president are absent. 

Shall receive an annual fee of $200 for general duties and $10 for each state, regional, and special 

meeting he attends. 

Shall send schedules to concerned news media each year, (St. Cloud Times, Cold Spring Record, 

Stearns Morrison, Paynesville Press, Melrose Beacon)(Albany KASM, WJON, WVAL, KFAN). 

Shall not be penalized if he fails to attend meetings. 

Article 7 

The league shall rotate the site of the meeting according to alphabet of teams.  A team hosting a 

league meeting shall provide the place and two cases each of beer and pop. 

Article 8 

The president shall call the annual organization meeting before March 15
th

 of each year and shall also 

call other meetings throughout the year as deemed necessary, such as, roster, all star, playoff, and 

protest, etc.  The agenda at the annual meeting includes an election of officers, set the league season 

schedule, opening date, entry fee, baseball brands, playoff procedure, an all star game, umpire 

contract, guest speaker, and designate funds to be used by the league each year. 

Article 9 

Schedule: The league shall play a 13 game season allowing each team to play the teams in their league 

twice and teams in the opposite league once.  Games are scheduled for two years with a rotation 

home and away. 

Article 10 

The league shall set a standard admission price to be charged by the teams.  All season and playoff 

games shall have admission at $4 for adult and $1 for high school students.  Students enrolled in 

grade 8 and under shall have free admission.  Each team shall be allowed six admission free passes to 

be used during season and playoff games.  The president, vice-president, and secretary-treasurer 

shall be given free passes for season and playoff games.  All passes must be signed. 

Article 11 

All Sunday season and playoff games shall start at 1:30 p.m.  The visiting team shall have batting 

practice from 12:40 p.m. to 1:05 p.m. and shall bat from the same place as the home team.  The home 

team shall take the infield practice from 1:05 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. and the visiting teams shall take the 

infield practice from 1:15 p.m. to 1:25 p.m.  From 1:25 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. the team captains shall go 

over ground rules with the umpire. 

Article 12 

Season games:  Shall have a “10 run rule” after 7 innings, otherwise will play 9 innings, and must be 

5 innings to be legal.  Called games before legal, games shall be replayed from beginning.  Called 

legal tied games or when the visiting team takes a lead in the top half of an inning, games shall be 

played from point of interruption.  Called games shall be replayed or continued at the original site if 

possible.  All suspended or cancelled league games must be made up before the league playoff 

meeting. 

Article 13 

Playoff games: Shall have a “10 run rule” after 7 innings, otherwise will play 9 innings, and must be 7 

innings to be legal.  Called games before 5 innings, games shall be replayed from the beginning, 5 or 

more innings, but less than legal, games shall be played from point of interruption.  Called legal tied 

games or when the visiting team takes a lead in the top half of an inning, games shall be played from 



 

 

 

 

point of interruption.  Called games shall be replayed or continued at the original site if possible. 

Article 14 

Each league (North and South) shall have its own playoffs after the completion of the season made up 

from the top 4 teams out of each league.  Each league’s playoffs will consist of 4 teams.  During 

these playoffs, the higher seed is always the home team on the scoreboard.  The home team will get 

concessions.  Both teams split the gate.  The home team supplies the baseballs.  The umpire fees 

are paid by the gate.   

Playoffs will be completed over one weekend and start the weekend before regional play-in game is 

played.    

Saturday:  On Saturday, the #4 seed will then play at the #1 seed and the #3 seed will play at the #2 

seed.  The winners qualify for regional play.   

Sunday:  The winners of the first weekend games will then play Sunday for regional seeding.  The 

winner is the #1 seed and the loser is rhe #2 seed.  The losers of the first weekend‘s games will also 

play each other, with the winner being the #3 seed.  The winners bracket game will be played at noon 

or earlier, with the elimination game starting at 2:30.  The host for each game will be at a 

predetermined site rotating on an alphabetical basis.   

 

The lower of the #3 seeds, as determined by the playoff tie breaker(Article 15), will play the #3 seed 

from the Central Valley league on the following Sunday.  This will be at the region host site at 1:30   

This game may be moved to another day that weekend if the 2 teams and the host site agree.   

 

The top pick for regional drafting will be awarded to the regular season champion of each league, 

provided the championship is won solo or by a criteria other than a coin flip and that the champion 

also qualifies for regional play.  The rest of the draft order will be determined by final playoff 

standings.  If the regular season champion does not qualify for regional play or if the regular season 

champion is determined by a coin flip, the final playoff standings will determine drafting order.   

 

Article 15 

Tiebreaker for playoff seeding: 2 teams or more teams: 1. Head to head record  2. Division record  

3. Least runs allowed among tied teams  4. Least runs allowed in division  5. Least runs allowed in 

league  6. Coin flip.  Once a team is eliminated from the tie breaker scenario, the rest of the teams 

will start the process over, starting at the 1
st
 tie-breaker.  Repeat until down to one team, unless the tie 

is between 2 teams for the final playoff spot. 

If tiebreaker is for the final playoff spot, a game shall be played.  For a tie-breaker game, a 

team with a head-to-head advantage will be the home team.  If there is no head-to-head advantage, 

then a coin toss will determine home field.  Both teams must agree on the site and date.  They will 

split the gate, as well as split umpire fees and game balls. A tie-breaker game is considered a playoff 

game.    

Article 16 

Player eligibility: (addition/exception to the M.B.A. by-laws):  A new player’s place of residence 

may not exceed 6 miles from the chosen team’s ballpark fair territory.   Residency is your 911 

physical address and any land that is directly connected to that address.  Roads are not 

barriers.  Diagonal land is considered adjoining land and eligible.  Land owned, but unattached to the 

911 physical address is ineligible.  
A team may have up to 3 players on their roster who reside over 6 miles, but no more than 15 

miles from the team’s ballpark fair territory.  If a radius player wants to switch teams within the 

Stearns County League while staying a radius player, said player must sit out a year.  If such a player 

moves within the 6 mile radius or is released, a new 6-15 mile player may be added.  A player 

moving within 6 miles will have to meet the M.B.A. residency requirement by establishing their 



 

 

 

 

residence before March 15 of the given year.  New 6-15 mile radius signees will not count against 

the 3 player limit after they have been with their current team for 3 years if they signed their 

contract while in high school and after 5 years if they signed their contract after high school.  

Players signed prior to 2021 who have been with their current team for 3 years without playing for 

another team, will not count against the 3 player radius exception limit.  The years for the 6-15 

mile player must be playoff eligible and without playing for any other team for the years to count. 

Other exceptions may be brought up to a league vote on a single case basis.   

  A team may also have an unlimited number of “heritage” players who must reside within the 

M.B.A. mileage limit.  “Heritage” players are defined as players whose parent or legal guardian had 

been a league playoff eligible approved member of that team under the 6 mile radius rule.  Children 

of “heritage” players are not eligible to play the same season that the player establishes eligibility.  A 

property tax or rental check to prove residency is required of all new players (except high school and 

college students) who wish to join a team.  All league decisions concerning player eligibility are 

final.  If, however, a team does appeal to the State Board, the team shall pay $25 per appealed player 

to the Stearns County League. 

Article 17 

Protest:  All protest must be made at the time of infraction and before the next play is made.  Two 

exceptions: 1) A protest, arising on a game ending play or call, must be made by 6:00 p.m. the day 

following the day that the protested game was played.  2) All illegal players must be protested when 

detected.  In the event of a protested game, a letter of explanations and $100 must be mailed 

(postmarked), faxed, or hand delivered to the league secretary by 6:00 p.m. the day following the 

completion of a protested game at which time the president shall call a special meeting of the 

organization.  A maximum of two (2) representatives per team will be allowed at the protest meeting.  

If the protest is allowed, the sum of $70 will be returned to the protesting team and $30 added to the 

organization treasury.  The game shall be completed at the original site if possible.  If protest is not 

allowed, all of the $100 will be added to the organization treasury.  All decisions made by the 

organization shall be final.  If, however, a team appeals to the State Board, the team shall pay $25 per 

protest to the Stearns County League. 

Article 18 

The organization shall have an “all star” game the last Friday in June.  Each manager will nominate 

players for the “all star” game.  Managers will nominate 9 pitchers, 2 catchers, 2 first basemen, 6 

infielders, 6 outfielders, and 2 designated hitters.  Managers may not nominate their own players.  

Each team must have at least 1 player on the “all star team”.  Any team not represented in the initial 

vote, shall have a player added according to who that team’s manager thinks should represent them.  

Rosters are not limited to the above composition.  Players not voted on the original "all star" roster 

shall be alternates for missing players.  Managers for the team are from the teams who had the best 

record from each league the previous season.   

Admission for the “all star” game shall be same as season games (see article 10). No free passes!  

The host team shall pay all expenses, including umpire fees, balls, batting practice balls, posters, and 

2 cases of beer for each playing team.  The host team must also provide ticket collectors.  The 

league organization shall receive $500 from the host team if the host is from the Stearns County 

League.  The host team shall receive all other proceeds. 

Article 19 

The league shall hire umpires each year consisting of 1 umpire for the season games and 2 umpires for 

the playoff games.  The umpire’s association may choose to send 2 umpires to certain games during 

the regular season.  Umpires must be contacted 2 hours before the start of a game when a game is 

canceled.  The league will follow the umpire's contract on conduct for league games, including 

playoffs. 

Article 20 



 

 

 

 

A home team that fails to notify an umpire or the assigning secretary of the umpire association when 

a make up game is scheduled, shall pay a $100 fine to the league and forfeit the game if an umpire is 

not present at the official start of the scheduled make up game. 

Article 21 

In case of a team “no show” at a season or playoff game, the absent team shall pay $500 fine to the 

league and be suspended from further play until the fine is paid.  The league shall give the $500 to 

the opposing team.  The suspended team must pay the $500 before the re-organization meeting of the 

following year or the suspended team shall be removed from the league. 

Article 22 

Players added to the roster after the annual roster meeting must be reported to a league officer and all 

opposing teams before the next meeting or the team shall forfeit games played with the non-roster 

player. 

Article 23 

If the secretary uncovers an illegal player while preparing rosters for the state board, he must report 

the illegal player to the league. 

Article 24 

Each team shall provide 13 copies of their roster, including 2 names and phone numbers (manager 

and 2
nd

 contact person) to the roster meeting. 

 Article 25 

Team(s) arriving late for league meetings shall buy a case of beer or pay $25 for the next meeting.  

Team(s) absent from league meetings shall pay a $50 fine to the Stearns County League. 

Article 26 

If a representative of a team arrives intoxicated to a league meeting, the representative shall be barred 

from the meeting.  The representative’s team shall pay a $25 fine to the Stearns County League. 

Article 27 

The home team shall report final results of season and playoff games to “The Dick Putz Show”.  If 

the team fails to report, the home team shall buy a case of beer for the organization per each game not 

reported. 

Article 28 

All fines must be paid before the re-organization meeting of the following year or the team(s) could 

be removed from the league. 

Article 29 

No changes to the by-laws can be made after the initial meeting of the year without a unanimous vote.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


