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This handbook is designed to explain what expectations come with being a member of 

the Denfeld baseball team, as well as answer some frequently asked questions from our 

players and parents. 

 

 

 



1. Team rule 

 

Our team’s philosophy revolves around one simple rule: 

 

“Respect the Game” 

 

Having respect for the game and for your teammates includes being on time, listening to 

coaches, showing courtesy to game officials, and always giving your best effort. This 

also includes obeying all school rules and policies.  Any problems/issues that arise that 

break this rule will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.  Penalties can range anywhere 

from doing extra conditioning to complete dismissal from the team.  All players will be 

held accountable for their actions. 

 

2. Requirements for participation 

 

Academic Requirements –  

Players are required to have a minimum 2.0 GPA to be eligible for participation.  

Participating players with GPAs between 2.0 and 2.5 will be considered under academic 

probation.   

* Academic Probation – (players must turn in a bi-weekly grade check, signed by each 

teacher with their current reported grades). 

 

Tryouts -  

Tryouts will be held March 16-17th. All students who wish to play baseball must 

participate in tryouts.  Along with player skill, coaches will also take into consideration 

mental and physical readiness, along with player attitude, while determining the final 

roster.  A positive attitude can go a long way! 

 

3. Player attendance 

Early season practices usually run from 6-8pm in the Denfeld gym.  Once weather is 

permitting, we will practice 4-6pm at Wheeler #5 or Wade Stadium.  Attendance at 

practice and games is mandatory.  There are very few exceptions for missing that are 

excused (i.e. funerals, weddings, family emergencies, or making up exams).  Work is NOT 

an acceptable excuse for missing team functions.  If you have an emergency and need to 

be absent from a practice or game, notify a member of the coaching staff as soon as 

possible. 

Failing to attend practice or missing games will lead to loss of playing 

time, game suspensions, or even dismissal from the team. 

Participation in high school sports is a privilege and a commitment – 

and needs to be treated as such.   

 

 

 



 

4. Games 

Weekday games typically start around 4 or 4:30.  Saturday games usually start between 

noon and 2pm.  For home games, players are expected to be at the field, dressed and 

ready to go, one hour before game time.  

 

5. Money 

Students participating in baseball are required to pay an activity fee.  The standard fee is 

$235.   All participation fees must be paid prior to the first scheduled game.  This fee 

could be different if you have participated in other activities during the school year, if 

you are a part the free and reduced lunch program, or if your family meets the fee limit. 

 

6. Forms and Sports Physicals 

After tryouts, each player will receive a packet with the required forms to be completed 

before the first scheduled game.  This packet will include documentation of your sports 

physical (if applicable) along with consent forms and regulations. 

 

7. Injuries 

If you have an injury or a health condition during the season, notify the coaching staff 

immediately.  Be smart – it is best to treat your injury correctly the first time rather than 

risk long-term effects.  Extra precaution will be taken around head injuries and 

concussions. 

 

8. Fundraising 

All players are expected to participate in our annual team fundraiser.  Fundraising helps 

pay for new uniforms, equipment, team travel, and other team expenses.  Fundraising 

plays an integral part in our student-athletes’ overall experience. 

 

9. Appearance 

Players are expected to attend team functions (practice/games) and look respectable.  

This means that any hair or facial hair should be well groomed and that clothes should be 

clean.  On game days, this means that uniform should be clean and that each player has 

all components of their uniform, including hat, belt, and socks. 

 

10. Equipment 

Each player is responsible for their making sure they have their own gloves, gym shoes, 

and spikes.  All other equipment (bats, helmets, etc.) is provided by the team. 

 

11. Team apparel 

Each player must be dressed in team or school apparel for all practices. At the beginning 

of the season, all players will have the option to order team apparel, including shirts, 

shorts, sweatpants, and sweatshirts. If having team or school apparel is an issue, please 

speak with a member of the coaching staff. 

 



 

 

12. Travel 

We play many games out of town and therefore do a great deal of traveling over the 

course of the spring.  Players are expected to have something to do or work on while 

they are on the team bus.  We will watch movies and stop for food on occasion, but time 

on the bus should be used well! 

 

All student-athletes are required to travel to and from out-of-town contests with the team 

unless they get the appropriate paperwork filled out at least 24 hours before departure 

(see Mr. Pearson, Denfeld High School Athletic Director). 

 

 

14. Playing time 

The coaching staff strives to give each player their share of playing time.  This does not 

mean equal playing time.  As a staff, we try to put each and every player in the best 

position to be successful and contribute to the team.   Keep in mind that there are many 

deciding factors that come into play with lineup decisions. If you have a concern/issue 

with your playing time, talk to a member of the coaching staff before or after practice – 

these conversations are encouraged.   

 

It is essential that student-athletes initiate conversations with the coaching staff 

directly regarding concerns/issues. If parents have questions/concerns about the 

program or their children, the coaching staff is happy to provide information. However, 

coaches cannot discuss playing time decisions with parents. 

 

15. Lettering Requirements 

To earn a letter in baseball, a player must be on the varsity playoff roster (which is 20 

players as of 2015).  This is the only requirement. 

 

 

16. Other Questions or Concerns? 

All questions or concerns should be directed to Coach Fougner.   

Email: cfougner@msn.com (preferred method of contact) 

Cell: 701-306-0519 (text friendly) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cfougner@msn.com


 

Denfeld Baseball Handbook – 2015 

**Sign and turn in this page to the coaching staff by 3/31/2015 (Tuesday)** 

 

 

 

 

I, _________________________ (player name), have read through and understand all of the rules 

and expectations that are part of being a member of the Denfeld Hunters baseball team.  

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Signature of Student-Athlete   Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I, _________________________ (parent/guardian), have read through and understand all of the 

rules and expectations that are part of being a member of the Denfeld Hunters baseball 

team. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Guardian  Date 


